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following worship

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Artwork taken from www.pinterest.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Keil

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year's annual congregational
meeting. For those unable to attend, the congregation unanimously approved a
proposal by the Congregation Council to replace our 1993 Constitution (but not the
By-laws) with the model constitution recommended by the Metropolitan New York
Synod. This process was provided for in our existing governing document. The most
noteworthy changes in the constitution, perhaps, are the imposition of three-year term
limits for officers and the adjustment of the Congregation Council’s authority to
approve non-budgeted expenditures from the absolute dollar amount of $1000 to the
relative amount of 5% of total annual budgeted expenses. In addition, the
congregation elected Sue Orts, Estomih Mtui, Karen Polacek, Jamie Polcari, and Lee
Ann McCarthy to fill vacancies on the Council. We thank them all for their
service. I would also like to thank Sarah Doherty, Frya Barnes, Rob DeRanieri, and
Jennifer Stieglitz, all outgoing Council members, for their many contributions. I am
concluding my own sixth year on the Council, and thank you for your trust and
confidence in my service.
As we look to the holiday season, please look for announcements regarding the
Peekskill Area Pastors' Association annual Thanksgiving Pot Luck, where our
congregation has always made a strong showing, the Christmas Fair on December 7,
and Christmas Carols in the neighborhood on Friday, December 13th at 6:45 pm,
departing from the Parish Hall. These are our biggest Evangelism efforts of the year,
so please look for opportunities to let our friends and neighbors around town, of any
background or affiliation, that they are welcome to join us.
Closer to home, please be mindful, as always of your contributions of time, effort, and
financial support to the church, including assistance at holiday worship, white gifts,
seafarer gifts, and other opportunities. The Council
conveys it's best wishes to all in the coming holidays.

If you have any questions or thoughts about how
you might contribute to our church community,
please do not hesitate to contact me by email at
johnkeil@gmail.com, or by personally
approaching me or any member of the Council.

2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Keil
Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: MaryBeth Soucy
Treasurer: Sue Orts
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism: John Keil Social Ministry: Frya Barnes
Property: TBA
Pastor/Parish Relations: Sue Montgomery
Outreach: John Keil
Stewardship & Financial Secretary: John Magerlein
Circle School: Pastor Johnson
Worship & Music: Sarah Doherty
Finance: Jen Stieglitz

DECEMBER-JANUARY SUNDAY SERVANTS
December 1
Frya Barnes &
Laura Keil
Lee Ann McCarthy
Ken Gabrielsen
Karen Polacek
Karen Magerlein
John Magerlein
December 15
John &
Karen Magerlein
Jamie Polcari
Sue Montgomery
Karen Magerlein
Karen Magerlein
Bob Riekert
December 29
Lois Leonard &
Linda Grauer
Matilda Weekes
Bob Riekert
Lori Esteves
Frya Barnes
Lee Ann McCarthy
January 12
Frya Barnes &
MaryBeth Soucy
Lee Ann McCarthy
Marilyn Dreyer
TBD
TBD
John Magerlein
12/01
12/08
12/15
12/22
12/29
01/05
01/12
01/19

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

December 8
MaryBeth Soucy &
Marilyn Dreyer
Matilda Weekes
Lee Ann McCarthy
Lee Ann McCarthy
Frya Barnes
Frya Barnes
December 22
Dianne Carroll &
Karen Kuchnicki
Lee Ann McCarthy
Matilda Weekes
Jeanne Spacek
Dianne Carroll
Lori Esteves
January 5
Melanie Mueller &
Laura Keil
Jamie Polcari
Kirsten Berger
TBD
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen
January 19
John &
Karen Magerlein
Matilda Weekes
Frya Barnes
TBD
TBD
Lori Esteves

READINGS:
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Isaiah 35:1-10
James 5:7-10
Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7
Isaiah 63:7-10
Hebrews 2:10-18
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Ephesians 1:3-14
Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43
Isaiah 49:1-7
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson
Here we are in December already! Can you believe it?!? I will confess that
unlike some of my colleagues who are strictly no Christmas music until
Christmas or no trees in Advent, in my house as soon as November 1st
shows up, the Christmas music begins and decorations begin appearing.
Advent/Christmas is one of my favorite times of the year.
It wasn’t always that way though as I used to work retail and from
Black Friday on, it was a chore. I began resenting the Christmas music and
all the joy of the season got sucked out. I started to resent my favorite season.
So, what changed?
While I agree that retail keeps pushing the holiday closer and closer,
I choose to embrace joy. The difficulty is how much joy is linked with
consumerism which seems to be the main message of every ad. If you just
buy this thing, the other person will be incredibly happy. This is not
embracing joy, but embracing consumerism.
By embracing joy, I mean allowing the Spirit of the Holy be the lens
which you view everything. When we sing those great hymns and Christmas
songs, do you feel God’s presence and the gift of voice which you are lifting
up in thanksgiving to all God has done? That is a glimpse of embracing joy.
The Christmas narrative is about finding Christ in the unexpected
places of the world. While we may look for Christ in the big and the shiny,
Christ is found in the plain and the simple. So, how do we find Christ in the
very simple moments of the season?
In my little book entitled “Grace.” I shared one of my favorite
moments of joy is to people watch in the busiest sections of the mall or other
shopping locations. I am usually there with a cup of coco and seeking out the
small smiles which emerge from faces or parents loving their children. I
allow stillness in a usually busy season and I seek out places where I see joy
emerge.
So, how will you embrace joy this season? I hope to see you during
our Advent and Christmas celebrations, but if not, know joy is all around
you and where you find joy, you find Christ Jesus.
_________________________________________________________________

Our Saviour Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Services

6:00PM

10:00AM

Seafarers International House
CHRISTMAS-AT-SEA

POINSETTIAS

Imagine you were alone on a major holiday like Ramadan,
Thanksgiving or Hanukkah. Depressing. This is why we
invite you to bring joy to seafarers who will not be home
with their loved ones for Christmas. Our port chaplains bring
satchels filled with gifts to the ships for the holiday. Every crew member on a
ship regardless of their faith or nationality will open their satchels, each
containing:
Each satchel contains:
 One Sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded, with or without a zipper
(size M,L,XL)
 Three Pairs of Socks – thermal or white crew gym
 One Casual Pullover T-Shirt, long or short sleeves (size M,L,XL)
 One Knitted Winter Cap
 One Can of Nuts or Extra Large Bar of Chocolate
 Scarf without fringe ( fringe can get caught in machinery)
should be 40 inches long

In keeping with a long held Christmas practice, the altar guild
will be placing poinsettias at the altar. The congregation is
invited to sponsor plants in memory or honor of a loved one.
It is a wonderful way to help beautify the church and also
remember someone special. The poinsettias in 7 inch pots are
$25 each. Send orders with payment to the church office or
place in the offering plate on Sunday. Order forms can be
found at the bottom of this page and will be available on the

We will be collecting items for our Seafarers satchel from November 3
through December 1.

I would like to donate (quantity) ________ Poinsettias
at $25 per plant. Total submitted: $_______________

What might otherwise have been another lonely night at sea becomes a
joyous occasion, because complete strangers ashore have taken the time to
share the spirit of Christmas with these otherwise forgotten seafarers!
Remember to put a return address on your Christmas cards, because
occasionally crew members will send you a personal thank you.
** DEADLINE for items is Sunday December 1 **

Please join us on Friday, December 13 for Christmas Carols. We'll
meet in the Parish Hall at 6:45 pm, and at 7:00 will set out
for caroling. After playing and singing carols in the neighborhood,
we'll return to the Parish Hall for cookies and hot chocolate. Please
bring a flashlight and cookies to share.
In addition to singers, we'd like as many
musicians as possible; please let John Keil
know if you're bringing an instrument so
we can make sure there's music for
you. In the event of inclement weather,
we will shorten our route. This is open to
the entire community, so bring everyone
you know!

2019 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

In Honor / Memory of:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
In Remembrance / Thanks for:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
From:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

As we move into December,
this is a good time to review
your contributions for the year
and to make a special
Christmas gift to allow us to
expand our ministry here and
around the world.
Contributions received by
December 31 will be credited
in 2019.

Depending on your financial situation, methods may be available
which minimize your taxes and thus let you increase your
contribution. (Consult your financial advisor for further information.)
If you have an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) and are over 70
1/2 years old, you may make Qualified Charitable Distributions
(QCDs) from the IRA directly to the church. The QCD amount is not
included in your income and thus is not taxed. The amount
withdrawn counts toward your annual Required Minimum
Distribution. Another option is to contribute securities which have
appreciated in value since you bought them instead of giving cash. If
you sell the securities, you must pay tax on the gain, while no tax on
the gain is due if you contribute the securities directly.
Offering envelopes for 2020 will be available in early December.
Please be sure to pick yours up. To save money, we will no longer
issue envelopes to those of you who make automatic contributions
from a bank account unless you ask for envelopes. You may, of
course, make additional contributions by cash or check. For
contributions to be properly credited, please contribute by check or
place the contribution in an envelope with your name on it.
Unnumbered envelopes for this purpose are available on the link
table.
If you have any questions about your contributions, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
Your Financial Secretaries,
John & Karen Magerlein

LWR BABY KITS
- Frya Barnes

We are now collecting for LWR Baby Care Kits leading up to the
Christmas Eve blessing of the gifts. According to LWR's web site,
each Baby Care Kit should include:
*2 lightweight cotton T-shirts
*2 long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (NO feet so they can be
used longer as the child grows)
*2 receiving blankets; medium-weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted
or knit with lightweight yarn
*4 cloth diapers
*2 diaper pins or large safety pins
*1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap
*2 pairs of socks
*1 hand towel, dark color recommended
*2 or 3 bath-size bars of soap equaling up to 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in
original wrapping
More details can be found at www.lwr.org/babycarekits. LWR has
strict guidelines so please stick to these requirements. Please watch for
sales and keep an eye out for the collection bin in the back of the
sanctuary! We can also use
monetary donations to buy missing
items and to cover shipping to the
LWR collection center.

holiday cOOKIE SWAP SUNDAY
Mark Your Calendars! Sunday December 22.
In lieu of our traditional Coffee Hour… all
are invited to bring in a plate of Christmas
Cookies to share with your Our Saviour
Families and Friends. Hope to see you all
there!

DECEMBER 2019
SUNDAY
1

2

First Advent
Sunday School

MONDAY

TUESDAY
3

WEDNESDAY
4

5

Bible Study 7:30pm

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

AA

7:30pm

NA

THURSDAY

7:30pm

SATURDAY

FRIDAY
6

7

Christian Crafters
10:00am

AA

7:30pm

CHRISTMAS FAIR 9-3pm

8

Second Advent
Sunday School

9

10

11
Bible Study 7:30pm

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

NA
AA

Church Council 12noon

15

16

Third Advent
Sunday School

Sunday School

18

9:00am

Fourth Advent

23

9:00am

19

7:30pm

24 Christmas Eve

NA

7:30pm

Family Service 6:00pm

Service at 10:00am

Sunday School

30

31

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

AA

6:45pm

AA

7:30pm

20

7:30pm

21
AA

27

7:30pm

28
AA

COOKIE SWAP SUNDAY

First Christmas

Christmas Caroling

Christian Crafters
10:00am

25 Christmas Day 26

WorshipService 10:00am

29

14

7:30pm

17

AA

Christian Crafters
10:00am

13

7:30pm

Bible Study 7:30pm

WorshipService 10:00am

22

12

7:30pm

