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US

Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday School:
9:00 am
Worship:
10:00 am
Coffee Hour:
following worship

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

-1 John 4:19

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Keil

Every January the Congregation Council chooses council members to serve
as officers for the coming fiscal year through a secret ballot nomination process. I
have been elected to serve another term as your president. Sue Montgomery has been
elected as Vice-President, and Mary Beth Soucy will serve another year as Secretary.
Sue Orts has been formally approved by the Council as our Treasurer.
Every January the Council also allocates committee assignments among its
members. Frya Barnes will continue her service and leadership as head of the Social
Ministry Committee, as well John Magerlein in Stewardship and Sarah Doherty in
Worship & Music. Sue Montgomery, as Vice President, has become head of the
Pastor Parish Committee. Jennifer Stieglitz will serve as liaison to the Finance
Committee, Mary Beth will serve as liaison to Christian Education, and I will lead
Evangelism and Outreach. The Council’s point of contact for the Property
Committee is still under discussion. All of us thank the congregation for its
confidence in entrusting us with these significant responsibilities.
I would be remiss if I failed to remind you that the congregation needs your
continuing financial support. We know from experience that our congregation
responds readily, and generously, to unique fundraising events, but it can be tiring for
any of us to sustain over time the steady giving needed to support recurring expenses
such as salaries and utilities. Enrolling in Simply Giving automates this process so
that you don’t need to write a check each week. My family uses Simply Giving to
make a contribution to the church on the 20th of every month, and I can assure you
that the amount of your contribution can be adjusted quickly and easily. If you have
any questions or would like to enroll, please speak with John or Karen Magerlein.
Finally, thank you to everyone who joined us for chili and fellowship on
January 27, and be alert for announcements regarding our traditional pancake dinner
on Shrove Tuesday, March 5.
If you have any questions or thoughts about how you might contribute to our
church community, please do not hesitate to contact me by email at
johnkeil@gmail.com, or by personally approaching me or any member of the
Council.

2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Keil
Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: MaryBeth Soucy
Treasurer: Sue Orts
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism: John Keil Social Ministry: Frya Barnes
Property: TBA
Pastor/Parish Relations: Sue Montgomery
Outreach: John Keil
Stewardship & Financial Secretary: John Magerlein
Circle School: Pastor Johnson
Worship & Music: Sarah Doherty
Finance: Jen Stieglitz

FEBRUARY-MARCH SUNDAY SERVANTS
February 3
Melanie &
Karen Kuchnicki
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
John Magerlein
Lori Esteves
Dianne Carroll
John Magerlein
February 17
Mary Beth Soucy &
Laura Keil
Lee Ann McCarthy
Marilyn Dreyer
Karen Polacek
Sue Papertsian
Frya Barnes

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

March 3
John &
Karen Magerlein
Jennifer Stieglitz
Ken Gabrielsen
Sue Orts
Karen Magerlein
Bob Riekert

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

March 17
Frya Barnes &
Melanie Mueller
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
John Magerlein
Karen Polacek
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

February 10
Dianne Carroll &
Lois Leonard
Jennifer Stieglitz
Kirsten Berger
Lori Esteves
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen
February 24
Frya Barnes &
Karen Kuchnicki
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
Sue Papertsian
Karen Magerlein
Frya Barnes
Lee Ann McCarthy
March 10
MaryBeth Soucy &
Lois Leonard
Lee Ann McCarthy
Frya Barnes
Sue Orts
Susan Papertsian
John Magerlein
March 24
Laura Keil &
Dianne Carroll
Jennifer Stieglitz
Lee Ann McCarthy
Karen Magerlein
Dianne Carroll
Bob Riekery

READINGS:
2/03
2/10
2/17
2/24
3/03
3/10
3/17
3/24

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Isaiah 6:1-8
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Exodus 34:29-35
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18
Isaiah 55:1-9

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Romans 10:8b-13
Phillipians 3:17-4:1
1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

Happy February everyone! For the last 7 months or so, I’ve had the opportunity
of serving on a listening team for the Metro NY Synod. The Synod is divided
into 4 quadrants and in each quadrant, there were two listening posts one for
clergy and one for members of the congregations within that quadrant. The
information shared there would be shared with any candidates for Bishop to help
inform her/him about what is on the hearts and minds of the Synod. Now that
much of the work is done and a booklet has been printed, I can share some of the
major concerns lifted.
As we were analyzing the results, we saw there was a small divide on certain
issues in what was lifted up. Clergy, for example, lifted the need for self care for
clergy and helping in those issues while that was not a topic on congregational
members’ minds. Congregational members talked a lot about Christian
Education for youth-adults, while that wasn’t a major topic amongst clergy.
Overall though, there was a lot of agreement on certain topics. I am sharing
them because I think they effect congregations as well.
One of those topics was around divisions of various kinds- political, suburb vs
city, social justice, etc. While one might think NYC and the surrounding areas
would be pretty united in thought, it was interesting to see this wasn’t the case.
Some, for example, felt the church had gotten too focused on issues rather than
about Jesus. Others said we were not focuses on issues enough and were too
quiet when it came to social justice issues. While the ELCA and Metro NY
Synod especially leans heavily liberal (religiously, not necessarily politically)
there was a contingent who wanted to head more toward orthodoxy.
Another topic, as mentioned above, was on Christian Education. While many
needed help with resources for youth, there was a strong desire to strengthen
education for adults both on the congregational level and the Synodical level.
There was a deep yearning to learn more about Jesus and about Lutheran
identity. I was surprised to hear that many congregations did not have any type
of Bible study for adults (Our Saviour does on Tuesday nights at 7). Members
wanted to grow in their faith through small group interaction.
………. Continued on next page

While there are a few more topics to go through, I am going to end with the
last of the top 3, which was being pastoral and being seen. While the topic was
on hopes for a Bishop, we heard there was a longing to be connected to the
larger church and one of those connection lines was through the office of
Bishop, but some congregations do not interact with any of the aspect of the
larger church and wanted to. Connection was desired.
As pastor, I always felt it was necessary to communicate and encourage
others to serve the larger church. While we might get to know our home
community the most, any time I have worked with the larger church, my
experiences expanded and I have watched church members, who interact with
the larger church for the first time, have their minds blown as to how much is
being done. At Our Saviour, we help support the larger church through
activities such as seafarers and Lutheran Disaster Relief which is incredibly
helpful. It is also fun to sit with members of another church to hear what they
are doing both well and in struggle. It is fun to go to an
Assembly and see how our benevolence dollars are at work.
So, these were the top 3. You can follow a lot of the Bishop’s election through
the Synod website as answers will become public and individuals identified. It
will be fun to watch and I encourage you to do so as it seems like the Synod is
this far off place in Manhattan, but it is right here in Croton. As I have always
taught, you are the Synod.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!
Tuesday March 5th is
Shrove Tuesday
What better way to celebrate the last day before Lent than with a good
old-fashioned Pancake Supper! These “Tuesday before Lent
celebrations” go back centuries and are a day of feasting before we begin
a period of fasting.
Plans for our yearly Pancake Supper & Talent Show are under way.
More to Come.

BOOK CLUB
The next book club pick is our first into an
LGBTQ love story. Spanning a lifetime
beginning in 1940s Ireland, where
homosexuality is illegal, to the modern day
United States, we follow Cyril Avery. Born out
of wedlock, but cared for by the church, Cyril
knows he is different than others.
After an escape out of Ireland, Cyril comes to the
US trying to put his life back together
especially during the 1980s. His past never
escapes him as he moves forward in life. Cyril is
not a good man or a role model, but seeks to find
himself as any of us do. Voted Book of the Month’s best of 2017, the NYT
Best of 2017, and Pastor Johnson’s Best of 2017.

CHRISTIAN CRAFTERS
We are back!! It is that time of year... quilt making time. This year

we will be meeting on Thursday mornings at 10am to make quilts
for Lutheran World Relief. We have good christian fellowship with
coffee, and often some sweets to
help with creativity. All interested
speak to Lois Leonard or Karen
Magerlein or just drop by.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
There are many openings on our
Hospitality Sign-up sheet. Please consider
signing up for one or more Sundays to host
a Coffee Hour.
Coffee Hour is a wonderful opportunity to
have fellowship with our members and
guests. It contributes to a growing
membership for visitors looking for a home church.
Sign-up sheet is on the Link Table.

FEBRUARY 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

FRIDAY
1

2

AA

3

Fourth Epiphany

4

5
Bible Study

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

AA

10

Fifth Epiphany
Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

11
Book Club

6

7

7:00pm
7:30pm

12

Christian Crafters
10:00am
NA

7:30pm

13

Choir

7:00pm

17

Sixth Epiphany

18

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

Seventh Epiphany
Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

Church Council 12noon

19
Bible Study

NA

AA

25

16

AA

22

7:30pm

23

Christian Crafters
10:00am
7:30pm

Choir

8:00pm
AA

7:30pm

27

28
Christian Crafters
10:00am

Circle School Advisory Board
7:00pm
NA
7:30pm

7:30pm

8:00pm

21

7:00pm

26

AA

15

7:30pm

20

NA

Worship Committee Mtg
12 noon

24

7:30pm

AA

Christian Crafters
10:00am
Choir

AA

9

8:00pm

14

7pm
Bible Study

8

7:30pm

7:30pm

Choir

8:00pm

7:30pm

