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Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday School:
9:00 am
Worship:
10:00 am
Coffee Hour:
following worship

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Why Do You Look For the Living Among the Dead

“He Is RIsen InDeeD”

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Keil

Last week Pastor Justin announced that our music ministers, John
Nurmi and Lisa Stephens, have tendered their resignation effective Trinity
Sunday, June 16, 2019. Lisa, who has been one of our music ministers for 15
years, has a difficult commute and increasing professional responsibilities as
head of an academic department at Marist College. John, music minister for
19 years, cited personal obligations. They write, “We have valued and
enjoyed our time with the good people of Our Saviour, and hope we have
been able to encourage and lead the people’s song in meaningful and effective
ways.” We are grateful for their talents and many contributions to the
musical and spiritual life of Our Saviour Lutheran Church, and they will
always be part of our family here.
We will be working on arranging interim music coverage while we
begin to discern our needs and start the search for our next music minister or
music ministers. If you know any pianists or organists, including students,
who may be willing support our worship services on a regular or semi-regular
basis this summer or fall, please speak with me or Pastor Justin.
As we near the conclusion of Lent, please consider opportunities for
service within the congregation during Holy Week. We will need greeters,
readers, worship assistants, and help with hospitality during Easter breakfast,
among many other activities. A sign-up sheet has been placed in the Link for
your consideration.
If you have any questions or thoughts about how you might contribute to our
church community, please do not hesitate to contact me by email at
johnkeil@gmail.com, or by personally approaching me or any member of the
Council.

2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Keil
Secretary: MaryBeth Soucy

Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Treasurer: Sue Orts

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism: John Keil Social Ministry: Frya Barnes
Property: TBA
Pastor/Parish Relations: Sue Montgomery
Outreach: John Keil
Stewardship & Financial Secretary: John Magerlein
Circle School: Pastor Johnson
Worship & Music: Sarah Doherty
Finance: Jen Stieglitz

CHRISTIAN CRAFTERS
Our Christian Crafters are
off to a great season of
“Quilting”. Quilts made
will be sent off to less
fortunate countries through
Lutheran World Relief.
Join us for fellowship and
crafting on Thursdays at
10am in the Parish Hall.

Donations of cotton fabric,
and old blankets to be used as
liners are always welcome.
Coffee is on and homemade
cookies or cake can be had.
Come Join Us!!

The Awesome Annual
Asbury Tag Sale
April 5 and April 6
The tag sale will take place for two days.
Friday April 5 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. is “Early Bird” with
admission of $5.00 for those who want great deals.
Saturday April 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. is free
admission. This is Asbury’s biggest fundraiser.

APRIL-MAY SUNDAY SERVANTS
April 7
John &
Karen Magerlein
Lee Ann McCarthy
Sue Papertsian
Lee Ann McCarthy
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

April 21
EASTER SUNDAY
Sign-Up Sheet for
Easter Sunday Servants
Will be available on the
Link Table

May 5
Dianne Carroll &
Melanie Mueller
Lee Ann McCarthy.
Ken Gabrielsen
Sue Orts
TBD
John Magerlein.
May 19
John &
Karen Magerlein
.Jennifer Stieglitz
Kirsten Berger
Karen Polacek
TBD
Frya Barnes

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

April 14
Lois Leonard &
Melanie Mueller
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
Lee Ann McCarthy
Jeanne Spacek
Dianne Carroll
Frya Barnes
April 28
Frya Barnes &
Laura Keil
Jennifer Stieglitz
Sue Montgomery
Karen Magerlein
Susan Papertsian
Bob Riekert
May 12
Marilyn Dreyer &
MaryBeth Soucy
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
Lee Ann McCarthy
Lori Esteves
TBD
Ken Gabrielsen
May 26
Lois Leonard &
Frya Barnes
Lee Ann McCarthy
Marilyn Dreyer
Lee Ann McCarthy
TBD
Bob Riekert

READINGS:
4/07
4/14
4/21
4/28
5/05
5/12
5/19
5/26

Isaiah 43:16-21
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Acts 10:34-43
Acts 5:27-32
Acts 9:1-6
Acts 9:36-43
Acts 1:1-18
Acts 16:9-15

Phillipians 3:4b-14
Phillipians 2:5-11
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Revelations 1:4-8
Revelations 5:11-14
Revelations 7:9-17
Revelations 21:1-6
Revelations 21:10, 22-22:5

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

Here we are in April already which means that not only Spring is in
the air, but the promise of resurrection and new life will be
sounding out loud from the sanctuary. While Christmas may get the
carols and attention, it is Easter which is at the heart of the
Christian church and the grace that arrives with resurrection. That
new day we have been given to serve God once again free from the
burden of sin. It really is a wonderful message filled with hope and
joy.
I used to do the same thing every year from Lent to Easter with the
children. On the first Sunday in Lent, I would seal in an envelope
the word Alleluia talking about how we put it away for Lent. I would
then hang the envelope from the pulpit, so the kids would see it
each and every week they came to church during Lent.
On Easter Sunday, I would re-open the envelope and inside instead
of the word alleluia, I would put confetti or glitter (the altar guild
asked me to stop using glitter). Confetti would then rain above the
children’s heads as we celebrated the resurrection of Christ.
The more astute children would ask where the alleluia went,
realizing I had switched the envelope sometime. It was then that I
would share the alleluia moved from that long ago time into our
lungs and into our hearts as we celebrate the risen Lord. I would
challenge them to count the number of times they said alleluia
during church and we would whoop and cheer every time it was
said. It was a cacophony of joyous sounds during Easter.
To me, this is the joy found in Easter, but it doesn’t stay on that day.
Easter is meant to be lived each and every day as a celebration of
the new life we have been given in Christ Jesus. Easter is one day to
point out that this is the day, but the celebration continues all year.
This is the true joy of Easter.

BOOK CLUB

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm/Passion Sunday
Holy Week begins on Palm/Passion Sunday and begins the “eight day”
Easter week. We will begin on the lawn of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd
and walk to Our Saviour while singing and waving palms. For those who
cannot walk, feel free to begin in the church as we will be there in a few
minutes.
Maundy Thursday
Service at 7:30pm.
This day signifies the final day of Lent and the last supper of Jesus. It ends
with the stripping of the altar. This is a communion service.
Good Friday
Service at 7:30pm.
This day brings us to the cross and the passion narrative. It is a service of
darkness as we hear the last words of Jesus from the cross.
Holy Saturday
The Great Easter Vigil at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Croton.
Service at 7:00pm.
This is a service of readings, remembrance of baptism, and communion. It is
a longer than normal service as we come together waiting for the resurrection.
Easter Sunday
There will be a Sunrise Service at the Bethel Chapel of Asbury Methodist
Church at 6:30am.
The Easter breakfast will be served between our Easter Services, beginning at
9:00am, and continuing until about 10:00 AM.
There will be two “Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord” services at Our
Saviour with Holy Communion at 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM.
An annual Easter Egg hunt will be held during the time between the two
worship services.

Our final book for the year is a biography which
you will not believe is real. It will conclude our
year of “returning home” and goes well with the
theme.
Westover was raised with a family who were
always prepared for the apocalypse. She was
trained to cut and run, to be ready for the end,
and went through readiness drills. Westover was
never formally educated until 17 years old when
her brother left her family to attend college. This is Tara’s story of
leaving home, becoming educated, and reflecting on her life.
Educated was considered a Best of by The NY Times, Amazon,
Goodread, and was President Obama’s and Bill Gates favorite books
of 2018.

EASTER BONNETS
It’s time to dust off your Easter bonnets once again!! Easter Bonnets
bring happiness, fun and smiles to all on Easter Sunday. Please join in
and continue our yearly tradition here at Our Saviour. All men,
women and children are invited to join in the fun.
Directly following the first and second services on Easter Sunday
everyone wearing Easter Bonnets and Hats are invited to gather in
front of the alter for our yearly Easter Bonnet Pictures.

EASTER LILIES

EASTER BREAKFAST 9-10AM

During the season of Lent, flowers, a symbol of joy are absent
from the altar. This is in keeping with the penitential nature of the
season. But come Easter Sunday we rejoice
and Lilies adorn the chancel. Lily plants may
be donated in memory or honor of a loved one.
Include the order form with payment of $15
per plant. Send orders with payment to the
church office or place in the offering plate on
Sunday.

Be sure to join us for Our Saviour’s Annual French toast and sausage
Easter Breakfast. This year we will be serving breakfast between the end of
the first service at about 9 am and the beginning of the second service at 10
am. To do this, we'll need two sets of workers.

EASTER LILIES
ORDER FORM
I would like to donate (quantity) ________ Easter Lily plants
at $15 per plant.
Total submitted: $_________________________________
In Honor / Memory of:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
In Remembrance / Thanks for:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
From:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

One will arrive about 7:45 to set up and cook during the first service. Since
this crew will want to attend the second service, we'll need another group to
attend the first service and then to clean up during the second service.
We'll have sign-up sheets out for the early crew and the late crew. In the
past, the breakfast has been prepared
by the men of the church. While
we're not letting the men off the
hook, this year we would also like to
invite women to join in this task.
If you have any questions about the
Easter Breakfast, please ask John
Magerlein.

Immediately following our 8:00am Easter
Sunday Service, Our Saviour’s Annual
Easter Egg Hunt will begin.
All children pre-Confirmation age are
invited to join in the fun.
We are requesting donations of toys, candy
and plastic
eggs for the
hunt. All donations can be dropped
off at the church office during the
month of April.
Once again we thank you for
supporting our youth activities.

APRIL 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

TUESDAY
2

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

6

5

4

3

Christian Crafters
10:00am
AA

7

Fifth Lent

8

7:30pm

9

NA

7:30pm

10

7:00pm

AA

Choir

7:30pm
NA

15

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am
Procession begins at 9:45am at
the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd on Benedict Blvd.

21

EASTER SUNDAY

22

First Easter

7:30pm

23

18

13

MAUNDY

29

7:30pm

30

AA

7:30pm

19

GOOD

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Service 7:30pm

Service 7:30pm

NA

7:30pm

20
Easter Vigil at St. Augustines
7:00pm
AA

25

26

Christian Crafters
10:00am
AA

AA

8:00pm

7:30pm

24

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

Church Council 12noon

NA

7:30pm

7:30pm

17

16

AA

Breakfast 9:00am
Easter Egg Hunt 9:00am
WorshipService 8:00am
& 10:00am

28

12

Christian Crafters
10:00am
Book Club

PALM SUNDAY

AA

8:00pm

11

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

14

Choir

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

7:30pm

Choir

8:00pm

7:30pm

27
AA

7:30pm

