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Her children arise and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praises her:
“Many women do noble things,
but you surpass them all.”
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting;
but a woman who fears the LORD
is to be praised.

Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday School:
9:00 am
Worship:
10:00 am
Coffee Hour:
following worship

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

- Proverb 31:28-30
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Keil

Thank you to everyone who contributed to success of our
beautiful worship services during Holy Week. We’re grateful as well to our
friends at St. Augustine Episcopal Church, who hosted our annual joint service
celebrating the Easter Vigil.
The Finance Team has been hard at work developing the budgets for the
Congregation and the Circle School for the coming fiscal year. Our annual
budget meeting, at which the Congregation will have the opportunity to approve
these proposals, will take place on Sunday, June 9, immediately after worship.
Copies of the proposals will be made available in advance of the meeting. We’re
grateful to the leadership that Sue Orts, Bryan Montgomery, Karen Polacek, John
Magerlein, and Jennifer Stieglitz have been providing in this important area.
Our Stewardship Team has advised me that our contributions for the
current fiscal year are somewhat short of what had been budgeted. Mindful and
sustained giving could easily remedy this shortfall, and I ask you to consider that
as you make your contributions over the balance of the fiscal year. Please also
consider enrolling in Simply Giving, which automates your contributions on a
schedule of your choosing. Your level of contribution can be adjusted instantly,
but the automation greatly assists our Finance Team with its projections.
We will soon begin our recruitment of a music minister to take over
primary responsibility for music leadership from John Nurmi and Lisa Stephens
after June 30. (John Nurmi has said that he may be available on an occasional
basis after June 30, for which we are very glad.) The process will begin with
discernment of our congregation’s needs and formulation of a job description. If
you are interested in participating, please speak with me or Pastor. In addition, if
you know any pianists or organists, including students, who may be willing
support our worship services on a regular or semi-regular basis this summer or
fall, please speak with me or Pastor.
If you have any questions or thoughts about how you might contribute to our
church community, please do not hesitate to contact me by email at
johnkeil@gmail.com, or by personally approaching me or any member of the
Council.

2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Keil
Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: MaryBeth Soucy
Treasurer: Sue Orts
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism: John Keil Social Ministry: Frya Barnes
Property: TBA
Pastor/Parish Relations: Sue Montgomery
Outreach: John Keil
Stewardship & Financial Secretary: John Magerlein
Circle School: Pastor Johnson
Worship & Music: Sarah Doherty
Finance: Jen Stieglitz

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson
I am just returning from a week of study and rest. There were beautiful

days filled with sunshine where I could sit on the back porch and soak up
some vitamin D as I read some wonderfully written theological books.
There were also days where the rain would not let up and coffee and
warmth were deeply needed. We are in the midst of Spring in NY!
What do we do now? Holy Week is completed, Easter Day is over, and
any unclaimed and still lost Easter eggs are outside melting away. What
now?
It does seem as if once Easter Day is complete, Spring/Summer vacation
begins in the church. Yet, the church still continues to function and flow
with life throughout the hallways and into the world.
May, for example, will bring with it two baptisms in the first two weeks of
May. We will join in celebration as two sets of parents say “yes” on behalf
of their children as we meet Jesus at the font. Baptisms are always
glorious celebrations.
The first week of May, we will welcome Deacon Margy Ajer who is the
Assistant to the Bishop in the Metro NY Synod. I have invited her to come
preach during our worship service and then meet casually during
Fellowship time with our membership. It is a great time to ask questions
and learn about the ongoing work of our Synod offices.
During May, four of us will be traveling to Tarrytown to participate in our
Synod Assembly. Three of us are voting members and will be involved in
the election of a new Bishop for our Synod. It is an ecclesiastical ballot,
meaning any rostered pastor can be placed on the ballot for
consideration. It is certainly an exciting time.
There will also be a new Bible study for a few weeks as we head into
summer. I hope you will join us for one.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY UPDATE

The past year has been a very positive one for our congregation. Not
only have we called a new pastor, but we have raised our profile in the
community and have supported a wide range of organizations in our
community and around the world. These include the Croton Food
Bank, battered women's shelters in Ossining and Fishkill, Seafarers International, the Croton Caring Committee, and various global missions. When our Sunday School students worked during Advent to
raise $715 for the ELCA Good Gifts program to buy the materials and
education for a family in a developing country to start a farm, they
were able to raise more than twice this amount.
The coming months also have many opportunities for us. We will have
two more baptisms in the month of May, as well as a visit from our
Assistant to the Bishop, Deacon Margy. In June we will gather to say
farewell and Godspeed to our two musicians John and Lisa. We have
been blessed by their ministry with us for many years. Our hope is we
will continue to be moved through our worship opportunities throughout the spring and summer.
As we move into the two final months of our fiscal year ending on
June 30, we want to keep the positive momentum going. Expenses are
very close to budgeted amounts, but we expect that we will end the
year with a modest deficit if current giving patterns continue. We have
faith and trust that the Our Saviour community will come through so
we end the year in the black. We give so that we can continue to
change lives within our community and beyond.
To help us continue to grow our ministry, we ask for your continued
financial support. Any additional contribution you can make before
June 30 to help eliminate
our deficit will be greatly
appreciated.
John and Karen
Magerlein

BOOK CLUB
Our final book for the year is a biography which
you will not believe is real. It will conclude our
year of “returning home” and goes well with the
theme.
Westover was raised with a family who were
always prepared for the apocalypse. She was
trained to cut and run, to be ready for the end,
and went through readiness drills. Westover was
never formally educated until 17 years old when
her brother left her family to attend college. This is Tara’s story of
leaving home, becoming educated, and reflecting on her life.
Educated was considered a Best of by The NY Times, Amazon,
Goodread, and was President Obama’s and Bill Gates favorite books
of 2018. Book Club meets May 13 at 7:00pm.

CHURCH CARE CORNER
Lawncare:
Spring has sprung and our grass is growing. Once again our need for
lawncare has begun. We would appreciate those who can to please
donate any dollar amount toward our bi-weekly lawncare.
Lawncare is approximately $200 per month.
Hospitality:
Our hospitality sign-up sheet is on the link table.
Many thanks to all those who have signed up to
keep our coffee hours going on Sundays after worship. We have many openings from May 26
through June 23.
Please consider donating your time and energy to
enhance our after worship fellowship. This is an
important ministry to embrace visitors and newcomers as well. We are looking for someone to
coordinate the Coffee Hour Schedule and
solicit volunteers for each week. Call the office for more info.

CHRISTIAN CRAFTERS
THANK-YOU

MAY-JUNE SUNDAY SERVANTS
May 5
Dianne Carroll &
Melanie Mueller
Lee Ann McCarthy.
Ken Gabrielsen
Sue Orts
Frya Barnes
John Magerlein.
May 19
John &
Karen Magerlein
.Jennifer Stieglitz
Kirsten Berger
Karen Polacek
Dianne Carroll
Frya Barnes

-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

June 2
Melanie Mueller &
Karen Kuchnicki
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
Sue Montgomery
TBD
Dianne Carroll
John Magerlein
June 16
Dianne Carroll &
MaryBeth Soucy
Lee Ann McCarthy
Bob Riekert
TBD
Karen Magerlein
Frya Barnes

-Greeter&Usher-

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

May 12
Marilyn Dreyer &
MaryBeth Soucy
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
Lee Ann McCarthy
Lori Esteves
Karen Magerlein
Ken Gabrielsen
May 26
Lois Leonard &
Laura Keil
Lee Ann McCarthy
Marilyn Dreyer
Lee Ann McCarthy
Dianne Carroll
Bob Riekert
June 9
FRya Barnes &
Marilyn Dreyer
Jennifer Stieglitz
MaryBeth Soucy
TBD
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen

As we prepare to ship off our quilts a few thanks are definitely in
order:


Thank you to Karen Magerlein, Evelyn Garrett, Carol Swanson
and Lois Leonard for their time and skills to create 8 quilts for LWR
(Lutheran World Relief.)



Thank you to John Magerlein for securing safety latches on all the
benches in the fellowship hall.



Thanks to all of you that have donated cotton fabrics to help with keeping
costs down on purchases.



Thanks to Grace Lutheran Church for volunteering to be a collection
point for LWR which saves our church shipping costs.

You may see your donated fabrics in the quilts that will be displayed on Sunday
May 12. On that day, the quilts, baby kits, school kits and health kits will be presented for a blessing. We then pack them up to be taken to Grace Lutheran
Church in Yorktown, for collection and a truck that will take them to LWR in
Maryland.
Christian Crafters will then shift our focus to crafts for the OSLC Christmas
Fair. Do you have any ideas? Please join us on Thursday mornings from 10am
to noonish for coffee, cookies and creative “Christian Crafting.”

June 23
John &
Karen Magerlein
Matilda Weekes-Johnson
Ken Gabrielsen
TBD
Dianne Carroll
Bob Riekert

READINGS:
5/05
5/12
5/19
5/26
6/02
6/09
6/16
6/23

Acts 9:1-6
Acts 9:36-43
Acts 1:1-18
Acts 16:9-15
Acts 16:16-34
Acts 2:1-21
Prov 8:1-4, 22-31
Isa 65:1-9

Revelations 5:11-14
Revelations 7:9-17
Revelations 21:1-6
Revelations 21:10, 22-22:5
Revelations 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
Romans 8:14-17
Romans 5:1-5
Galatians 3:23-29

MAY 12

MAY 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
3

2

1

Christian Crafters
10:00am
NA

5

Third Easter

6

7

7:30pm

8

AA

Worship & Music 11:30am

Fourth Easter

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

NA

13

14

Book Club

Fifth Easter

20

15

7:30pm

21

NA

Sixth Easter

7:30pm

22

Choir

27

Memorial Day

7:30pm

28

NA

7:30pm

29

7:30pm

NA

7:30pm

Choir

Choir

7:30pm

31

8:00pm

25
AA

8:00pm

30

7:30pm

18
AA

24

Christian Crafters
10:00am
AA

AA

8:00pm

23

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

Church Council 12noon

17

Christian Crafters
10:00am
AA

11

8:00pm

16

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

26

Circle School
Spring Fling 7:00pm

Christian Crafters
10:00am
AA

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:00pm

Schwamb Baptism
Mother’s Day

19

Choir

7:30pm

AA

10
Christian Crafters
10:00am

Quarless Baptism

4

8:00pm

9

Sunday School 9am
WorshipService 10:00am

12

Choir

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

7:30pm

