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Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest.
- Matthew 11:28

I Will Pour Out
My Holy Spirit
On All Things.
Your Sons and Daughters

Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday School:
9:00 am
Worship:
10:00 am
Coffee Hour:
following worship

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Artwork taken from www.pinterest.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Keil

Thank you to everyone who participated in our annual budget
meeting on Sunday, June 9, where Sue Orts gave a thoughtful and informative presentation about the church’s finances. The congregation unanimously
approved the proposed budgets for the Church and the Circle School. Thank
you as well for the celebration on June 16 bidding farewell and thanks to John
Nurmi and Lisa Stephens. John has passed on this note to the congregation:
“Dear Friends, Thank you for the lovely coffee hour and for the monetary gift the congregation presented to us to commemorate the time that Lisa
and I served as co-music ministers at Our Saviour Lutheran. I feel privileged
to have played a part in helping to lead the congregation’s “sacrifice of praise”
through music. A special thank you to the faithful choir members and to the
other musicians who have enriched our worship with their own special talents. Although this particular musical partnership has ended, I hope to be
able to continue a musical collaboration with Our Saviour in some way at
some point in the future. Blessings, John Nurmi.”

SUPPORT THE
CROTON FOOD PANTRY
FOOD PANTRY ESSENTIALS
Rice
Macaroni and Cheese
Beans (kidney, pinto)
Tomato Sauce
Canned Tuna Fish
Pasta
Cereal
Toilet Paper (wrapped)
Peanut Butter
Canned Vegetables
Soup
Meals in a Can ( Ravioli, spaghetti-o’s,...)
Items may be brought to the Food Pantry in Croton at Holy Name of Mary
Catholic Church, 110 Grand St. from 9am-noon on Saturdays or left at the

We are also delighted to announce that the congregation has hired
Phill Greenland to serve as our organist starting on July 21. Phill comes to us
with 20 years’ experience as a church organist and choir director for
Protestant denominations in New York and New Jersey. He also provides
private music instruction on piano, woodwinds, and beginning brass instruments. Be sure to give Phill a warm welcome when you see him.
As many people are away for part of the summer, please be sure to
continue your faithful giving to support the church’s many activities. Please
also consider enrolling in Simply Giving, which automates your contributions
and makes your support of the church less dependent on weekly attendance.
If you have any questions or thoughts about how you might
contribute to our church community, please do not hesitate to contact me by
email at johnkeil@gmail.com, or by personally approaching me or any
member of the Council.
2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Keil
Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: MaryBeth Soucy
Treasurer: Sue Orts
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism: John Keil Social Ministry: Frya Barnes
Property: TBA
Pastor/Parish Relations: Sue Montgomery
Outreach: John Keil
Stewardship & Financial Secretary: John Magerlein
Circle School: Pastor Johnson
Worship & Music: Sarah Doherty
Finance: Jen Stieglitz

Diapers can be left at the rear of our Sanctuary

JULY—AUGUST SUNDAY SERVANTS
July 7
Frya Barnes &
Karen Kuchnicki
Lee Ann McCarthy
MaryBeth Soucy
Jeanne Spacek
Karen Magerlein
Ken Gabrielsen
July 21
John &
Karen Magerlein
TBD
Kirsten Berger
Sue Orts
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen

7/07
7/14
7/21
7/28
8/04
8/11
8/18
8/25

-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

August 4
Frya Barnes &
Lois Leonard
TBD
Lee Ann McCarthy
Lori Esteves
Frya Barnes
John Magerlein
August 18
Dianne Carroll &
Melanie Mueller
TBD
Kirsten Berger
Karen Magerlein
Dianne Carroll
Bob Riekert

-Greeter&Usher-

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

READINGS:
Isaiah 66:10-14
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Genesis 18:1-10a
Genesis 18:20-32
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Genesis 15:1-6
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Isaiah 58:9b-14

July 14
Dianne Carroll &
Lois Leonard
TBD
Sue Montgomery
Karen Magerlein
Dianne Carroll
Frya Barnes
July 28
Mary Beth Soucy &
Karen Kuchnicki
TBD
Ken Gabrielsen
Lee Ann McCarthy
Frya Barnes
Frya Barnes
August 11
John &
Karen Magerlein
TBD
Bob Riekert
Karen Magerlein
Karen Magerlein
Frya Barnes
August 25
MaryBeth Soucy&
Marilyn Dreyer
TBD
John Magerlein
Frya Barnes
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen

Galatians 6:7-16
Colossians 1:1-14
Colossians 1:15-28
Colossians 2:6-15
Colossians 3:1-11
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Hebrews 12:18-29

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson
Pastor Lenny Duncan was just ordained last year at the Metro NY Synod Assembly
and is the pastor of Jehu’s Table in Brooklyn, NY Jehu’s Table is focused on
ministry to the African American and the LGBTQIA+ communities in Brooklyn.
Jehu’s Table is named after Jehu Jones the first black minister in the Lutheran
church who was a freed slave turned pastor.
I write all of this because in 1 year, Pr Duncan has challenged the ELCA in its stance
on race and racism in uncomfortable to the system ways. This book “Dear Church:
A Love Letter From a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US” is a
succinct summary of all of the challenges Pr Duncan has lifted as a queer black
preacher who came into the Lutheran church after serving time in jail for narcotics
possession.
The book comes out on July 2nd, but I had a chance to read it a month or so ago
and it summarizes so many issues I have heard from Pastors of color in the ELCA.
Items from white as being the color of purity and wholeness to the struggles of the
call process and pay for African American women in the ELCA. The whole book is
written in a loving sermon like style similar to “Michael Eric Dyson’s Tears We
Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White
America.” It strikes right at the heart too
and doesn’t hold back, much like his
ministry in Brooklyn.
When I approached Pr Duncan to share
my thoughts on his book, I immediately
said Our Saviour would hold a study on
this and that is in the plans for Fall. I
shared with him there are many in the
ELCA who will not want to hear his
message, but all of us need to amplify it so
there could be change. Even if you do not
come to the study in Fall, I encourage
you, especially if you care about systemic
racism in churches to read this one. It is a
brief 120+ pages, but it still took me 3
days to get through it because there was a
lot to chew on.

This May, I was privileged to be one of
your Synod Assembly delegates. Although
most of the business was centered around electing a new Bishop, we also had to approve the
budget for the Metro-NY Synod. I found the
Synod’s presentations on finance very inspiring.
The Metro NY Synod Finance Team is forward
thinking, and we need to be too.
At Our Saviour, we have a mission statement:
Our mission is to bring spiritual grounding and growth by connecting to
God and one another. How does this relate to our finances? Are we being
good stewards of our money and using it to support the mission and vision
of this congregation?
If you are looking strictly at our budget what you mostly see are expenses
related to maintaining the building and paying the support staff. The budget
doesn’t really capture all that we are about, here at Our Saviour.
Here are some of the groups that benefited from our congregation: The
Metro NY Synod, Lutheran World Relief, Seafarers, Alcoholics
Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Good Gifts, Lutheran Social Services
and The Circle School.
Here are some of the ways we connect to God and one another: Worship,
Baptism, Holy Communion, Choir, Coffee Hour, Caroling, Oktoberfest,
Christmas Fair, Tag Sales, Shrove Tuesday, Altar Guild, Easter Breakfast,
Christian Crafters, Bible Study and Sunday School.
Although we are just barely meeting our financial obligations, we are
maintaining a sound financial footing. We are doing so much more than
maintaining a building and paying a pastor. We are serving our members
and our community, locally and globally. This is mainly done with your
financial offerings. Eighty-eight percent of our income is coming from the
offerings of our membership. So, please don’t forget us during the summer
months. Please continue your giving, even if you miss a Sunday.
On June 9, the Congregation approved the budgets for Our Saviour. I plan
to continue the work of the Finance Team to be good stewards of our
finances. I would like to thank Pastor Justin for his help and guidance, John
Magerlein for his time and photos for my presentation, and Bryan
Montgomery for his help in putting the budget together and working with
me to finalize it.
- Sue Orts, Treasurer

Mark your calendars!
OUR SAVIOUR

SUMMER TAG SALE
Saturday July 20 at 9:00am - 3:00pm

Donations now being accepted. Please leave
items in the Sunday School Room.
We need all the help we can get. Please
keep date open
and join in the fun
Any questions—
Speak to Lee Ann
McCarthy.

PERSONAL CARE KITS FOR LWR
Cleanliness may not actually be next to godliness, but it certainly helps
a person feel more human. When families find their homes destroyed,
or must flee for their safety, soap and a towel rarely make the cut for
what they can carry. Arriving in a refugee camp or other place of
safety, they are scared, vulnerable and dirty from the travel. The simple
items included in a Personal Care Kit provide much-needed self-care,
critical germ fighting, and the chance to regain dignity amidst
situations of fear and uncertainty. Each kit includes:
ONE light-weight (easier to wash and air-dry) bath-size towel
(between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended
TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in
original wrapping
ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging
ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional)
ONE sturdy comb
Toothbrush multi-packs may be used.
They will be repackaged individually in a
white envelope. Items must be new and
not have any flags or military or religious
symbols. We are collecting these items
until Sept. 30. Please put your donated
items in the box at the back of the
sanctuary. If you have questions, please
contact Karen Polacek or Frya Barnes. Thank you!

SUMMER LAWN CARE
Our Saviour’s grass continues to grow and will all summer long. We have
hired someone to mow the church lawn twice a month at the cost of $200.00
per month. In order to accommodate this cost we are asking all who can, to
donate any dollar amount to this much needed property expense.
We have a Lawncare Sign-Up Poster on the link bulletin board. Please
sign-up to donate whatever you can to any open week on the poster.
We are also looking for someone to prune several bushes—please speak with
Frya if you can help with this. Our Saviour’s grounds are beautiful and
symbolizes the welcoming hospitality of our congregation. Please help us to
keep it ongoing. Any amount is most appreciated.

WELCOME NEW ORGANIST
PHILL GREENLAND
We are thrilled to welcome our new music minister, Phill Greenland,
who will begin playing for us on Sunday July 21.
Phill grew up in Florida, studying musical theater at Edison State
College. He moved to New York City in 1990, where he became
Youth Music Director at Central Presbyterian Church and subbed for
more-than-a-few 1990s Broadway musicals you’ve never heard
of. Beginning in 2001, he served as Director of Music at The Church
of Gethsemane and Choral/Theatre Director at Bishop Ford High
School.
In 2008, Phill and his husband Jonathan decided to try small-town
life, and he served as Director of Music at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in the northern Adirondacks. Small-town life did not stick,
and in 2012, he began a new NYC chapter at the Brooklyn Academy
of music.
Most recently, Phill served as Director of Music at Oak Tree
Presbyterian Church, and as Piano & Theory Instructor at The
Institute of Music, Third Westminster Presbyterian Church.
In addition to music, Phill is a history fanatic. He has studied English
architectural and social history as a second degree, and he travels to
London a few times a year to stare
at old buildings. He’s thrilled to
finally be a Hudson Valley resident
— Phill, Jonathan, and the dogs
(Eli and Higgins) have just closed
on their 1864 house just off Main
Street in Downtown Peekskill.

7:30pm

Church Tag Sale
9am-3pm
AA

