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Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday School:
9:00 am
Worship:
10:00 am
Coffee Hour:
following worship
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Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

He has made everything beautiful in it’s time.
- Ecclesiastes 3:11
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Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

One of the healthiest moments in my life was when I realized who I am. I
know that is a weird way to begin a newsletter article in September when I
should be promoting all the great stuff happening and there is a lot of great
stuff happening in September. I am starting my article this way though
because my desire is for Our Saviour to know who we are as a
congregation.
There is a passage in Ephesians in the 4th chapter which reads:
“The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full
stature of Christ.
We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of
doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking
the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into
Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with
which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth
in building itself up in love.”
Knowing who you are and what your gifts are is part of the path to
spiritual maturity. I often use the language of church DNA to describe
this. Knowing the church’s DNA is part of growing in faith.
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For example, there are many things I care about such as the
environment, grace, joy, race/racism, homophobia/sexism, etc. As much as
I care about these things, I recognize that if I attempted to tackle all of them,
I would not only have a really watered down message to the point that no
one listens any more. Part of self discovery became finding out what I am the
MOST passionate about, defining why I am passionate about that, and f
ocusing on those items and investing my time and energy into those items.
This began to shape my DNA. While I deeply care about the environment, it
isn’t my strength to talk about the climate and therefore my message
wouldn’t be very strong. I know others though who are very good at
speaking about the climate and faith, so I rely on their strengths to get the
message out.
If you ask me about race and racism though, I can speak passionately about
it and be knowledgeable about it. I can give examples and have books which
can be read if one wants to know more. I have connections within my own
personal life and have made this part of my DNA (because it is part of my
real DNA, so to speak). I know when it comes to addressing race/racism, I
could be a great asset.
This leads me to Our Saviour. Why I am addressing things like becoming a
Reconciling in Christ congregation, racism in the Church, or immigration is
to poke and prod at coming up with a consensus of where we are as a church
to help shape our DNA. If only a handful of people care about immigration
issues, for example, we may build up those individuals, but recognize it isn’t
a strength of the entire church (I don’t think this is true, but it is just an
example). We, as church, may have a different value and strength.
All of the items presented above are seeing how far our spiritual gift of
hospitality will go. In my interview with the church, everyone talked about
the coffee hours. It is a pride of the congregation. This shows a gift of
hospitality, but hospitality doesn’t have to be limited to coffee on Sunday.
The gift of hospitality can extend further into being a sanctuary
congregation, for example. It can extend into caring for those wounded by
other churches, as another example. It can be compassion for the homeless.
Learning who we are means figuring out how far our gifts can go. Knowing
how far our gifts can go is a sign of spiritual maturity and growth. This is
part of the goal this year and we begin kicking it into high gear this
September.

A first Time Event for Our Saviour!
This will be an all congregation book study during
the month of September. The church will have 10
copies of the book on hand to read throughout
September. The hope is to gather into small groups
to talk and discuss what we read in the book.
Why this book?
Pr Lenny Duncan is a fellow Metro NY Lutheran
pastor who wrote this book to share his experience
about what it is like for a Queer, ex convict,
African American pastor in the ELCA. It looks at
systemic racism in the ELCA in a simple and
direct way through sermon like chapters.
There are not simple
answers laid out, but an
invitation to join the
much needed
conversation in
denominations.
See pastor Johnson for a
copy of this book.

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER SUNDAY SERVANTS
September 1
Karen Kuchnicki &
Lois Leonard
TBD
Sue Montgomery
Lee Ann McCarthy
FRya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

September 15
Melanie Mueller &
Marilyn Dreyer
Jamie Polcari
Kirsten Berger
Jeanne Spacek
Frya Barnes
Ken Gabrielsen
September 29
John &
Karen Magerlein
Lee Ann McCarthy
Frya Barnes
Sue Orts
Karen Magerlein
Bob Riekert
October 13
Lois Leonard &
Melanie Mueller
Matilda Weekes
Marilyn Dreyer
TBD
Karen Magerlein
Ken Gabrielsen
9/01
9/08
9/15
9/22
9/29
10/06
10/13
10/20

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

READINGS:
Proverbs 25:6-7
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Exodus 32:7-14
Amos 8:4-7
Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Genesis 32:22-31

September 8
Dianne Carroll &
Frya Barnes
Matilda Weekes
Lee Ann Mccarthy
Lee Ann McCarthy
Dianne Carroll
Bob Riekert
September 22
MaryBeth Soucy &
Laura Keil
Matilda Weekes
Sue Montgomery
Lori Esteves
Karen Magerlein
John Magerlein
October 6
Karen Kuchnicki &
Dianne Carroll
Janie Polcari
Mary Beth Soucy
TBD
Frya Barnes
John Magerlein
October 20
Frya Barnes &
Laura Keil
Lee Ann McCarthy
Bob Riekert
TBD
Dianne Carroll
John Magerlein

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Philemon 1-21
1 Timothy 1:12-17
1 Timothy 2:1-7
1 Timothy 6:6-19
2 Timothy 1:1-14
2 Timothy 2:8-15
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

Installation of Bishop Paul Egensteiner
2:00PM
St. John the Divine
1047 Amsterdam Avenue
New York City, N.Y. 10025
The installation of a new bishop is reason to celebrate. It is important to remember
that in addition to serving in and on behalf of your synod, our newly elected bishop
serves on behalf of the whole Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Therefore, we
welcome Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, who will preach and preside.
In worship, as we install Bishop Egensteiner, we will celebrate Christ’s presence in
Word and Sacrament. The Metropolitan New York Synod enjoys God’s blessing of rich
diversity, for we are all united in Christ.
We are also one Church among many churches and faith traditions in the greater
metro NY area. Thus, our synod will also welcome representatives of the wider Church,
including our full communion partners along with leaders of other religious traditions
with whom we serve the common good.
We are pleased to gather at the historic Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine; the
Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of New York and chartered as a house of prayer for
all people. We are most grateful for their hospitality.
A reception at which you may greet our new bishop, and one another will follow the
liturgy. Please join us in this celebration of our ministry together!

ALL ARE WELCOME

BOOK CLUB
The 2019/2020 season of the Other
Voices Book Club will begin with one of
the greatest feminist voices in writing
today. Recently, turned into a major
motion picture, The Wife, looks at Joe
and Joan Castleman who are traveling to
Helsinki for Joe to win a major
literary award. On the trip Joan is
plotting on how to leave Joe. The book explores their
relationship through flashbacks during this long trip.
BIBLE STUDY
It is the book which helped shape a denomination…
It is a book which contain verses which have kept people
down….
It is a book full of hope and transformation…
It is a book we all need to read at one time or another…
This year, our Bible Study
will be looking at the Book
of Romans by request. We
will begin our study on
Wednesday September 4th
at 7:00 PM. All are welcome to join from first timers to Bible study vets.
Come look at this special
book of the Bible.

"Sunday School will be starting up,
RALLY DAY,
on Sunday September 8th!
Please join us in the Sanctuary at 9 am.
Meet the teachers, Pastor Justin and our super cool
new organist Mr. Phill Greenland!
After introductions and some music we will adjourn to
the Parish Hall until 9:50.
We look forward to a fun and meaningful
Sunday School year.
Newcomers and drop-ins are welcome!
Please fill out the registration form on the next page
so we have the most up to date
contact information!
Peace,
Mary Beth Soucy, Jennifer Stieglitz and Pastor Justin
Johnson"

SEPTEMBER 2019
SUNDAY
1

Twelfth Pentecost

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY
3

Bible Study 7:30pm
AA

Thirteenth Pentecost
Sunday School

9

7:30pm

10

NA
AA

RALLY DAY

Sunday School

16

22 Fifteenth Pentecost
Sunday School

17

23

18

7:30pm

24

9:00am

Sixteenth Pentecost
Sunday School

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

NA

7:30pm

25

WorshipService 10:00am

29

NA

30

13

Christian Crafters
10:00am

19

7:30pm

14
AA

7:30pm

7:30pm

20

Christian Crafters
10:00am

26

Bible Study 7:30pm

AA

AA

Christian Crafters
10:00am

7:30pm

Bible Study 7:30pm
AA

7

7:30pm

7:30pm

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

SATURDAY

FRIDAY
6

12

Bible Study 7:30pm

9:00am

Fourteenth Pentecost

7:30pm

11

WorshipService 10:00am

15

NA

THURSDAY
5

4

WorshipService 10:00am

8

WEDNESDAY

Christian Crafters
10:00am

21
AA

27

7:30pm

28
AA

7:30pm

