THE SEEKER
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MARCH 2019
Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

I Will Pour Out
My Holy Spirit
On All Things.
Your Sons and Daughters

Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday School:
9:00 am
Worship:
10:00 am
Coffee Hour:
following worship

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Keil

I hope everyone has had a nice summer. The Council has just set the date for
our congregation’s Annual Meeting for Sunday, November 17, 2019,
immediately after service; please mark your calendars and plan to attend so
that we can elect our next slate of members to the council.
As we do every year, our congregation will soon renew our pledges of
service and financial support to the church. If you haven’t done so before,
please consider making a pledge for 2020; this is an expression of your
commitment to help support the church and its work. If you’ve pledged
before, please renew your pledge (this does not happen automatically), and
consider increasing your pledge. Not only do our contributions support the
church’s payroll, utilities, and social ministry, but knowing how much we can
expect helps us plan our budget and manage expenses. In addition, if you can
enroll in Simply Giving, as many of us do, you can automate your
contributions on a schedule of your choice. Adjustments to your scheduled
contributions are quick and easy to implement. Forms to sign up for Simply
Giving are available in the link, and should be handed to John or Karen
Magerlein for processing.
In addition to your financial contributions, please also reflect on how
you might be able to contribute some time at the church, for example by
helping with upkeep at the property, serving as a reader, worship assistant,
communion assistant, or choir member, or joining a discussion group or
service project.
If you have any questions or thoughts about how you might
contribute to our church community, please do not hesitate to contact me by
email at johnkeil@gmail.com, or by personally approaching me or any
member of the
Council.
2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Keil
Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: MaryBeth Soucy
Treasurer: Sue Orts
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism: John Keil Social Ministry: Frya Barnes
Property: TBA
Pastor/Parish Relations: Sue Montgomery
Outreach: John Keil
Stewardship & Financial Secretary: John Magerlein
Circle School: Pastor Johnson
Worship & Music: Sarah Doherty
Finance: Jen Stieglitz

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER SUNDAY SERVANTS
October 6
Karen Kuchnicki &
Dianne Carroll
Matilda Weekes
Mary Beth Soucy
Karen Polacek
Frya Barnes
John Magerlein
October 20
Frya Barnes &
Laura Keil
Lee Ann McCarthy
Bob Riekert
Lee Ann McCarthy
Dianne Carroll
John Magerlein
November 3
John &
Karen Magerlein
Jamie Polcari
Matilda Weekes
Sue Orts
Karen Magerlein
Bob Riekert
November 17
Dianne Carroll &
Lois Leonard
Matilda Weekes
Kirsten Berger
Lori Esteves
Dianne Carroll
Lee Ann McCarthy

-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-Greeter&Usher-Worship Assistant
-Lector-Altar Guild-Counter-Communion Assistant-

READINGS:
10/06 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
10/13 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
10/20 Genesis 32:22-31
10/27 Jeremiah 31:31-34
11/03 Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
11/10 Job 19:23-27a
11/17 Malachi 4:1-2a
11/24 Jeremiah 23:1-6

October 13
Lois Leonard &
Melanie Mueller
Jamie Polcari
Marilyn Dreyer
Karen Magerlein
Karen Magerlein
Ken Gabrielsen
October 27
MaryBeth Soucy &
Linda Grauer
Matilda Weekes
Lee Ann McCarthy
Jeanne Spacek
Karen Magerlein
Frya Barnes
November 10
Marilyn Dreyer &
Karen Kuchnicki
Lee Ann McCarthy
Frya Barnes
Sue Orts
Frya Barnes
Lori Esteves
November 24
Frya Barnes &
Linda Grauer
Jamie Polcari
John Magerlein
Karen Magerlein
Karen Magerlein
Ken Gabrielsen

2 Timothy 1:1-14
2 Timothy 2:8-15
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Romans 3:19-28
Ephesians 1:11-23
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Colossians 1:11-20

Installation of Bishop Paul Egensteiner

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

Saturday
November 16
at 2:00PM
St. John the Divine
1047 Amsterdam Ave.
New York City,
N.Y. 10025
All Are Welcome!

BIBLE STUDY
It is the book which helped shape a denomination…
It is a book which contain verses which have kept people
down….
It is a book full of hope and transformation…
It is a book we all need to read at one time or another…
This year, our Bible Study
will be looking at the Book
of Romans by request. We
will begin our study on
Wednesday September 4th
at 7:00 PM. All are
welcome to join from first
timers to Bible study vets.
Come look at this special
book of the Bible.

When you hear the word “reformation,” what comes to mind? Perhaps you think of
the event which happened 500+ years ago transforming the landscape of the church
and creating the Lutheran church and subsequent denominations which followed
afterward.
I like to break down the word and throw a hyphen in there- “re-formation.” This is
to take something already in existence and reshape it to reflect the day and age we
are in. I am not alone in this thinking. Diana Butler Bass wrote a book called
“Christianity After Religion” in which she argued the church is going through a new
“re-formation” and at the end of this period the church will not look the same as it
did in the beginning. Something new is emerging and we are in the midst of the birth
pangs.
For the last month, we as a congregation, have been reading Pr. Lenny Duncan’s
book “Dear Church” and my hope around this book has taken shape. When I
proposed we do a book study, my hope to the council was individuals will start
talking about the content they found within the book and agree, be challenged, and
question the content within. The bonus portion would be a larger discussion about
how we at Our Saviour may reflect in our practices in regards to some of the
statements in the book. The great news is quite a number of individuals have come
up to me to talk about what they read and I know conversations have happened
around tables.
I believe Pr Duncan is proposing a new “re-formation” in the Lutheran church in
regards to systemic racism by peeling back layers of old givens and exposing them
for what they are. This can be challenging to some people because they don’t always
want to admit there is an issue, but Pr Duncan’s point is he isn’t doing this to shame,
but to heal and that healing is possible within the church. By peeling everything back
and reparations being made, the church is “re-formed” into something new where
more people are made to be welcomed without having to try to conform to the
former Lutheran norm. This is Pr Duncan’s goal in every talk I’ve heard him give
and within his book.
While Our Saviour is a pretty amazing place, I think it can reshape and “re-form” in
ways we, as church, have not even thought about yet. As we look at ourselves, we
may want to ask- what unintentional messages are we sending through our art, our
music, and our worship? Are we saying things which have a certain cultural weight
or bias? Are we excluding intentionally or unintentionally? This is the larger goal of
this book read and throughout October, we are going to be in discussion around this.
I hope you will join in the discussion.

BOOK CLUB
Celeste and Roy have a dream marriage and everything is going well in
their lives. Celeste is a budding artist and Roy is an up and coming executive. Roy is arrested for a crime he didn’t commit and is
sentenced to 12 years in prison. This injustice uproots everything they
have worked for and lived for.
Celeste, who has been struggling without Roy, starts to fall for her
childhood best friend and best man at their
wedding. Her love for Roy begins to dwindle
as the realization 12 years is a long time to be
without a loved one. What she and Roy don’t
realize is Roy is about to get out of jail after
serving for 5 years.
This is the story of love, injustice, trauma, and
conflict. This was considered best of the year
for 2018 by NPR, Amazon, and Time
Magazine. It was long listed for the 2018
National Book Award.
Join us as we discuss this incredibly
powerful book on November 11 at 7:00 PM.

Updates from Christian Crafters

Ways That You Can Get Involved
Helpers are needed to Pre-Register Runners, Timers during the course,
volunteers to encourage the runners, spotters to keep eye out for vehicles,
people on sidelines to guide runners and hand out water on the sidelines.
All interested please speak with Matilda Weekes by Friday.

Thursdays 9:30 to 12:30- New time
Fellowship Hall
We are making 40 drawstring bags that will be filled with school
supplies collected by Frya Barnes. Thank you to some of our Sunday
School children for modeling a few of them on Sept. 29.
We could use some additional fabric to complete the project. If you
have some medium weight (blue jean weight) fabric often used for
drapes and upholstery, we will be happy to repurpose it. Light weight
fabric may not stand up to weight of supplies and daily use by
children. Sorry, but our sewing machine can not
handle heavy weight fabric. If you are willing to
donate fabric, but unsure, check with Karen
Magerlein, Evelyn Garret or Lois Leonard. If
you are interested in this Lutheran World Relief
School Kit project, please join us Thursday
morning at our new time 9:30 to 12:30. Coffee is
on and snacks are available as well.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Our Saviour’s Annual Congregational Meeting
is on the calendar for Sunday November 17,
directly following our Sunday morning worship.
All Committee Reports are due in to the office no later
than November 1.
The Congregational Report will be available on
Sunday November 10 for all members to go over
1 week prior to the Annual Meeting.
The Croton Food Pantry has been feeding those
in need in this community for many years. Our
Saviour always participated in this ministry. If we
could all try to remember to bring ONE ITEM (non
-perishable) on Sundays then our box in the back of
the church would fill up
quickly. This is a wonderful
way to reach out to our
neighbors in need.
Thanksgiving Food items
will be in demand in the
next month!!

The ministry of our congregation in this community
and our contributions for the work of the church
throughout the world depend critically on the
generous financial support of our members and
friends. Each fall we ask you to pledge your support
in response to the many gifts which God gives us
every day. This year's stewardship emphasis will
nclude a letter in mid-October and brief
presentations at services asking you to make your
pledge for 2020. We ask you to return your pledge on
Commitment Sunday, November 3, or to mail your
pledge form to the church prior to that date. We urge
you to consider making regular weekly or monthly
contributions from your bank account through
Vanco, our payment processor, so your support
continues even when you are not able to attend.
Forms to initiate or change regular contributions are
included with the letter. We are grateful for your
continued support.

OCTOBER 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY

6

Seventeenth Pentecost
Sunday School

9:00am

7

7:30pm

8

Book Club 7:00pm

NA

Sunday School

14

20 Ninteenth Pentecost
Sunday School

15

21

16

7:30pm

22

17

NA

7:30pm

23

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

NA

Christian Crafters
9:30am

7:30pm

Twentieth Pentecost
Sunday School

19
AA

25

7:30pm

26
AA

7:30pm

Mayclim Wedding

28

29

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

7:30pm

7:30pm

Harry Chapin
Run Against Hunger

27

18

Christian Crafters
9:30am

24

Bible Study 7:00pm

AA

12
AA

7:30pm

Bible Study 7:00pm
AA

11

Christian Crafters
9:30am

7:30pm

7:30pm

9:00am

WorshipService 10:00am

5
AA

Christian Crafters
9:30am

10

Bible Study 7:00pm

AA

Eighteenth Pentecost

7:30pm

9

WorshipService 10:00am

13

NA

SATURDAY

FRIDAY
4

3

2
Bible Study 7:00pm

AA

THURSDAY

AA

30

31

Bible Study 7:00pm

Christian Crafters
9:30am

7:30pm
NA

7:30pm

