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Our mission is to offer spiritual grounding and growth by
connecting with God and one another.

"This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him"
-Mark 9:7
Our vision is to provide meaningful, well-attended, active, and
growing worship, education, fellowship and service opportunities.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Magerlein

The year 2020 was obviously a difficult year for our congregation, as well
as for all of us. With services held online and most of the events and
programs we love cancelled, we have rarely been able to see each other in
person. Then during an August storm, a large tree fell on the office area,
punching a hole in the roof and leading to extensive damage from
rainwater. Members rushed to help out and many made contributions
toward the cost of the repairs, part of which was fortunately covered by an
insurance settlement. We then needed to move quickly to replace the roof
over the office area and repair the interior damage. The property team led
by Lee Ann McCarthy found good contractors and worked with them to
carry out the work, which is complete except for replacing the carpet in
Pastor's office. We are now looking to remove other large and dangerous
trees on our property, but this will be expensive since a truck can't reach
the site and they are near existing buildings.
During such a difficult time, it would be natural for us to turn inwards and
look primarily to our own needs. Due to your generous support, however,
in 2020 we were able to contribute about $14,000 to organizations outside
our congregation. We fully met our pledge to the Metro NY Synod of the
ELCA for the work of the greater church. In addition, we made major
contributions to Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Social Services of NY,
the Ossining IFCA, the Croton Caring Committee, Hudson Link, the
Pinecrest Camp, and the Cortlandt food pantry. Beyond that, we give
school kits, layettes, and beautiful quilts to Lutheran World Relief and
satchels to the Christmas at Sea program of the
Seafarers International House. As we move into what
we hope will be a better 2021, I expect we will
continue to look outwards and support those in need
in our community and around the world.
John Magerlein
Council President
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Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

It is difficult to believe that we are coming up upon the 1 year
anniversary of having to move to a remote worship service and having
the building empty most of the time. It has completely changed the way
we have done ministry. The good news is some of the lessons we have
learned will continue to stay with us as we begin returning to a more
traditional way of worshipping.
One of those lessons is the use of digital technology. Even when
we return to a fuller in person service, we will continue to share our
worship service on Facebook, for example. One of the lessons I have
shared with council is the reminder that the church’s mission isn’t about
building our congregation, but about creating disciples. During our time
in isolation, our service has reached more people in different locations,
which is exactly what we should be doing.
Our service also isn’t only being viewed on Sunday, but at a time
which is convenient for those watching. While Sunday has been a
traditional time for many, some are worshipping on Monday afternoon
or Wednesday evening. The lesson is people still desire worship, but
maybe not on Sunday morning.
Along those same lines, mid week meetings could easily be done
on Zoom or another video communication service. We have learned that
people want to serve their church, but night travel can sometimes be
prohibitive. Having meetings on a video service or some kind of hybrid
will allow more people to participate.
I can keep going, but a final lesson we have learned is being
intentional about what we offer. Throughout this whole ordeal, the
council and I have still been discussing our mission and our focus. As a
smaller congregation, we know we cannot do it all, but we can be
intentional about what we are offering.
There will still be some time before things begin to feel normal,
but I wanted to share some of the early lessons which have come from
this pandemic. We are still learning and mission is still happening. Even
though the church is not gathering in the building, we have not stopped
being together. It has been a beautiful thing to watch.

A Place of Our Own
Christian Crafters
With a few words by Lois Leonard and
official opening prayer by Pastor
Johnson, the Christian Crafters have
officially moved into their own space in
the classroom area under the church
sanctuary. This newly spruced up
“LWR Room” has been refurbished
with rectangular tables which are easier
to work on when laying out large pieces
of materials for their quilts and various
projects. There are many closets and
shelves to store the various fabrics and
kits that are needed to produce the
beautiful quilts made by our crafters. Having a kitchen with
refrigerator next to the room is icing on the cake as well.
- Lois

Leonard

Worship Service
February 17
7:00pm
via Facebook or ZOOM

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
QUILTS & KITS
- Karen Polacek
Something wonderful is happening with our quilt and kit ministry.
We are growing! Each year we seem to be making more quilts and
kits than we did the year before. In 2020 we delivered 15 quilts, 25
masks, 50 personal care kits, 18 baby care kits, and 75 school kits. To
see where they go, visit Lutheran World Relief at https://lwr.org
and scroll down to “Where We Work.”
This year, the sewing group has prepared a more efficient working
space in the lower level and they are buying certain supplies in bulk.
A quick reminder - donations of gently used cotton fabric are always
welcome.
Thanks to your generosity at Christmas, we received over $300 for
baby care kits. That, combined with a Thrivent grant, will enable us
to purchase baby items at after-Christmas sale prices, stretching our
resources even more. Come springtime and vaccines, we could use a
few more hands to wrap up the baby layettes. Please contact Karen
Polacek or Frya Barnes if you would like to help and we will try to
find a date that is good for everyone.

- John and Karen Magerlein
This longtime tradition in our church is (drumroll) … not happening in
its usual form this year.
“Fastnacht” (the night before the Lenten fast) or “Fat Tuesday” arose
in Germany around the 13th century as a way to use up
perishable food before the beginning of the Lenten fast, according to
Wikipedia. In Pennsylvania Dutch country, “fastnachts” are
doughnuts. We started to celebrate Shrove Tuesday with a pancake
supper about 25 years ago, which originally was combined with a
talent show (who can forget the kids lining up to see Ed Rondthaler’s
monkey in the box?). This evolved in recent years, and last year our
youth group assembled health kits for Lutheran World Relief after the
dinner.
While we can’t gather at the church this year as we usually do, we
invite anyone interested to continue the tradition at home. You’ll have
to supply your own sausages, but in case you’d like to try the pancake
recipe we have used in recent years, it is given below.
¾ cup flour
1/2 tsp. salt
¼ cup quick oats
1 egg
¼ cup wheat germ
1 cup milk
1 Tbsp. baking powder
1 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1 Tbsp. sugar
Mix dry ingredients. Add egg and milk and mix well. Add oil and mix.
Add more milk if needed for proper consistency. Can also add
blueberries and/or a little cinnamon. Cook on a buttered griddle at
roughly 375 degrees F, turning once. Serves two or three.

Christian Crafters

A Note on Restarting In Person Services
& Ash Wednesday

There is always something
For which to be thankful.

- Rev. Justin Johnson
A few weeks ago, as a council, we discussed when it would be appropriate to
restart in person services. We decided to look at a few pieces of information
when doing so- what is the current infection rate for our county (especially in
Ossining, Peekskill, Cortlandt, and Croton), are our schools open, and what is
the vaccination rate. We wanted to have benchmarks rather than just trying to
guess. Our mentality has been that we are nearing the finish line for this, so
how do we ensure we are not rushing things because of our own desires.
With these benchmarks, we hope to continue to keep our congregation safe
and to continue to allow science to help guide our decisions. As of right now,
there is a strong possibility for a mid February re-opening as numbers are
starting to decrease while vaccinations are starting to increase.
As of right now, as a Pastor who is immunocompromised, I am still not
eligible for the vaccine. Phill is not either. The situation may arise that a large
group of our congregation becomes vaccinated while the worship leadership is
not. When we come to that bridge, we will make a decision on what to do. I
would want to remind the congregation that even if you are vaccinated, you
can still transmit Covid, you just won’t be affected by it.
With all of that written, Ash Wednesday this year will look very differently.
We will be mailing/delivering a small envelope of ashes for the day. These
will be used for the evening digital service or for your own use. We will
include a short worship service that can be done in the home if you do not
want to “attend” the broadcasted service.
I will also be available to individuals if they would like to receive ashes in a
more traditional way one on one. It will be a face shield with a mask situation
as we will need to come close to one another. This will be by appointment
with a quick note saying “Could I receive ashes at such and such a time?” I
will be outside and meet you at your car.
The Bishop recently sent some guidelines for administering ashes, so we are
going by a best practices model with this one.
Again, we are in the home stretch here, so let’s not make some last minute
mistakes. My face brightened when Dr Fauci stated that most churches should
be able to resume singing by Fall. We are almost there.

Charles Dickens
Christian Crafters: Karen M, Evelyn G, Marilyn G,
Carol S and Lois L, hope you had a pleasant and
healthy Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We are thankful for your past donations of cotton fabrics, blankets,
cotton drapes and sheets. What a blessing to help keep our ministry
going. We are thankful that we have been able to meet every Tuesday
morning to sew and talk with each other. We were able to make 75
school bags, 25 face masks and 15 quilts. We are thankful Karen P.
and Marilyn G. for driving to Crossroads Retreat in New Jersey to
deliver all the completed projects this past fall. Thankful for Bob R.
and Melanie M. for securing Thrivent cards of $250 which enabled us to
purchase fiber fill, cutting mat and supplies to complete these and future
projects for Lutheran World Relief (LWR.) We are thankful to pastor
for clearing the area under the church nave for us to work in the future.
This area will soon to be the “LWR Room” for Our Saviour. This area
will enable us to make and store quilts and kits for LWR. For this we
are profoundly thankful.
As the Christmas season has just passed, and you may find you are still
in a giving mood, please consider this ministry. Please call the church
office or Lois L. as cash donations would help us purchase work tables
for the “LWR Room. We would be thankful for your generosity.
If you would like to give of your time and talent in this ministry, please
join us Tuesday mornings at 9:00am. If you feel more comfortable
working on a project from home, we can give you direction on how to
make a quilt, bookbag and layette items as well.
Your giving has enabled us to warm the hearts of people around the
world. For that we are sincerely thankful,

Lois Leonard
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