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He is not here.
HE has RISEN!
Just as He said…

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 am
Sunday School:
10:00 am
Worship:
following worship
Coffee Hour:
Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org
Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

Matthew 28:6

Mission Statement:
Vision Statement:

Our mission is to offer spiritual grounding and growth by
connecting with God and one another.

-

Our vision is to provide meaningful, well-attended, active, and
growing worship, education, fellowship and service opportunities.

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Artwork - pinterest.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Magerlein

After a long year, I finally see hopeful signs that life will begin to return
to normal later this year. I am thankful that I have now received my
second dose of the COVID vaccine and that many in our community
have also been vaccinated. I hope that all of us will be able to get the
vaccine as we become eligible. Vaccination, along with continued social
distancing and use of masks for the present, will bring an end to the
pandemic.
Since the health and safety of our community has always been our top
priority, we have not held in-person worship services for most of the past
year. What we have done, however, shows clearly that the church is
never closed. We have streamed live services with good participation,
held Bible studies, helped each other manage during this time,
maintained our external contributions to the work of the greater church
and Lutheran World Relief, managed a property disaster from a falling
tree, and produced a delightful online Sunday School Christmas
program. Pastor Johnson, in addition to guiding us through the
challenges of the pandemic, has made good progress in his seminary
program toward a doctorate in ministry.
I'm sure we are all looking forward to worshiping together again, joining
in coffee hours, and participating in the other activities of the church.
We have now restarted in-person worship in a limited way with social
distancing and masks. We will continue to reopen more broadly based
on the infection rates in our community, vaccination rates, the
suitability the weather for outdoor activities, and the guidance of public
health officials. As we move forward, we may want to do some things
differently or to start new ministries. The Council welcomes your ideas.
Please share your thoughts with me or with any Council member.
John Magerlein, Council President
2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Magerlein
Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: Karen Polacek
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Property: Lee Ann McCarthy & Ken Gabrielsen
Stewardship: Sue Montgomery
Worship & Music: Jamie Polcari
Social Ministry: Karen Polacek
Finance: OPEN
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism & Outreach: OPEN
Mutual Ministry: MaryBeth Soucy

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson
One year ago, on Easter Sunday, I stood in front of an empty sanctuary and
proclaimed that resurrection would happen and there would be a day when we
could all regather. That regathering moment would be our true Easter moment,
I stated. Internally, I thought that time would be in about a month. Summer
would arrive and everything would return to normal. One year later and we are
just beginning to reopen. Not everyone has received the vaccine, not everyone
is ready to return, and we are still in the waiting mode which is the wise mode
to still be in.
I still believe in the vision I had a year ago, although it does need a bit of
adapting and reshaping. I no longer think, for example, there will be a single
day when everyone just walks through the door again, but I do believe a
resurrection moment is happening within the church.
One of my newest mantras is- it won’t be like it was before. The church is
forever changed by this last year, which is what happens in resurrection. A year
ago my vision was everything would fall back into place as it once was. Now,
I believe the church will take a new form and have new breath and not be like it
was before. What do I mean?
Technology has changed how we do meetings and how we worship. We now
have individuals watching our feed who may never step through our doors.
Some may choose to, but others may not. Our church is changed by this
reality. I’ve been asking the council to think about ways we can embrace this
new shape of Our Saviour. How do we continue to engage with those who do
not live in Croton, yet want to still feel connected to the church?
On a sadder note, we have changed because we have lost people and
ministries. Throughout the Covid months, we have faced lots of loss as a
congregation. The Danish Home, for example, is no longer operating and our
ministries with them are now over. Some of our members have died during this
time or have gotten to a place where travel is no longer easy. Some members
have chosen to leave the church altogether. Our Nursery School is no longer in
operation. How do we recognize this change has happened when we haven’t
had the chance to say goodbye?
My whole point is what once was, no longer can be. Covid and this long year
has transformed us, but like Jesus’ resurrection into new life, Our Saviour will
experience a resurrection! What this resurrection will look like is still not fully
known, but I am excited by the adventure of finding out. When the Holy Spirit
moves, it can be jarring, but watching resurrection happen and allowing the
Spirit to move is so exciting. Happy Easter one and all.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Thursday April 1 at 7:00pm
via ZOOM, Facebook &
In Sanctuary

GOOD FRIDAY
Friday April 2 at 7:00pm
via ZOOM, Facebook &
In Sanctuary

EASTER SUNDAY
April 4 at 10:00am
via ZOOM, Facebook &
In Sanctuary

Our Saviour Mutual Ministry
Our Mutual Ministry Committee has been
established at long last! The purpose of this
ELCA recommended committee is to
affirm and strengthen the mission at Our
Saviour, and the ministry of the staff and
congregation. Through listening and
clarifying, sharing and communicating, reviewing and reflecting, this
committee hopes to provide support.
Our members are Mary Beth Soucy, Sue Montgomery, Kirsten
Berger and Larry Moy. We continue to learn our role as committee
members, and plan to meet with each staff member at Our Saviour
for an initial “check in”.
For more information on this committee, contact Mary Beth Soucy.

SOCIAL MINISTRY
- Karen Polacek
The coronavirus has brought hunger challenges
to many in this country. Fortunately, we have
many supports in the form of government
programs, food banks and the like. People in
other countries are not so lucky. The coronavirus
pandemic has deepened the challenges of
poverty for families that were already struggling to survive. As the
pandemic wears on, more and more children are on the brink of starvation.
Lutheran World Relief is requesting our support of their 2021 Hunger
Challenge. The following is taken from lwr.org:
2021 Hunger Challenge: Our Most Urgent Challenge Yet
You could see the fear in her eyes as she placed her dying baby boy into
the nurse’s arms. Unable to eat, his eyes sunken in his skull, Teer Majak
Mun was near death from starvation. His skin yellowed and he had begun
suffering from convulsions. There wasn’t a moment to spare. Thankfully,
your previous support helped to build a nutrition stabilization center in
South Sudan, Africa. Otherwise, Teer’s desperate mother would be placing
her baby into a grave.
Teer and his mother live in one of the hardest to reach areas in South
Sudan, where ongoing civil war has forced hundreds of thousands of
families to flee their homes. The past year, survival has become even
harder because of COVID-19. Beyond the terrible impact on health, the
pandemic is pushing South Sudan’s fragile economy to near collapse.
There is no way for these neighbors to earn income. There is not enough
food. Mothers are having to watch their children die from hunger.
Through your generosity, Lutheran World Relief operates the only health
centers in the region where Teer’s family lives. Teer was extremely
fortunate to receive lifesaving medical treatment, medications and nutrientrich formula just in time. Your love saved his life.
But with famine knocking on South Sudan’s door, for every Teer we treat,
there’s another starving child out of reach. You can donate directly to LWR
with a check to OSLC - put “LWR Hunger Challenge” in the memo line.
DONATE TODAY: Your gift will provide a nourishing paste, similar to
peanut butter, that helps treat severe malnutrition in young children. You’ll
also provide antibiotics and deworming medications so their little bodies
can fight infections. For children who are not as sick as Teer but are still at
great risk, your love can give them highly fortified food supplements to
prevent severe malnutrition.

Christian Crafters
“Live Generously” - Lois Leonard
Christian Crafters: Karen Magerlein, Evelyn Garrett, Marilyn Grantner,
Carol Swanson and Lois Leonard.
As you can see by our pictures we have settled
into the “LWR Room” in the basement. We are
wearing our free “Live Generously” t-shirts from
Thrivent Financial.
Because of your generous donations of cash,
Thrivent gift cards, and fabric we are a very happy
group. Also, we thank our generous Council for
letting us use this wonderful space. We have the
generous space to work, store fabric, store
completed school bags and quilts. So far, because of your generous gifts,
we have complete 25 book bags and 13 quilts with more in the process. If
you are feeling generous… any gift of usable fabric, Thrivent cards or cash
gifts would be gratefully appreciated. If you would like to be generous
with your time and talent, please join us as we work to lift the hearts of
those in need around the world with these quilts and book bags.
When we are done every Tuesday morning, we can leave everything in
place for the following Tuesday. We look forward to picking up where we
left off the week before and sharing in good Christian fellowship. Stop by
any time between 9:00am and 12:00 on Tuesdays to see or join in on what
we are doing. We are located in the basement
below the church.
Again, thanks for
your generous
giving,

OUR SAVIOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL CARES!
- MaryBeth Soucy

PROPERTY NEWS
- Ken Gabrielsen
As you may be aware, there are several overgrown locust trees
which stand over us on the hill behind the parsonage. Last August, one of them fell onto Pastor's office, causing major damage.
We thank those who contributed for the part of the repair cost not
covered by insurance.

Sunday School is meeting virtually via Google Classroom thanks to
the expertise of Jamie Polcari and the wonderful parents who tune in
to yet another on-line activity!
Lutheran World Relief calls them “Kits of Care.” These are the Baby
Care, Personal Care and School kits that we assemble each year.
Upon browsing the LWR web site, we learned that, after a year of
crisis, the LWR warehouse shelves are bare of these kits of care,
especially personal care kits (toothbrush, comb, soap and nail
clippers all rolled up in a bath towel). We assembled these last year
at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, the start of Lent.
This Lenten season, the Sunday School children are on a mission to
make as many personal care kits as they possibly can. They plan to
assemble the kits on Palm Sunday. Stay tuned for details.
The Sunday School would like to extend a special thank you to Dr.
Joyce Lockwood, Sue Orts’ sister. Dr. Lockwood, a dentist, has
generously donated a gross (144) toothbrushes to our cause. Hmm…
does this give us a goal to shoot for?
If you too would like to help our children care for other children, we
would appreciate monetary donations, as we are buying these items
in bulk. Please make your check out to OSLC and put
“LWR Personal Care Kits” in the memo line.
For our Adult students, our weekly Bible Study continues on ZOOM,
Wednesday evenings at 7 pm, led by
Pastor Justin.
Many thanks!
MaryBeth Soucy

This was a wake-up call for us. We now see that the remaining
locust trees are in danger of falling and that they could damage
our buildings even more seriously. The Council has therefore
concluded that all of these overgrown trees must come down. We
have already started this project by removing the most dangerous
tree, a 100 foot tall locust between the parsonage and the
neighboring house. We found that the tree was infested with black
ants, which made it even more dangerous.
We now have to deal with the other trees and are looking for the
most cost-effective way to remove them. At present it looks like
the best approach may be to fell the
trees and to remove the wood at a
later time. In that case, we will ask
whether any of our members are able
to help remove the wood and will
offer the wood to any who want it.
We are asking for your financial
support to help us pay for this
project. We have paid $3000 for the
work done so far and expect that
removing the remaining trees will
cost significantly more than this.
Checks marked “Tree removal” may
be mailed to the church or online
donations may be made through the
website. Thank you for your
generous support.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

Maundy Thursday

WorshipService 7:00pm
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

4

EASTER SUNDAY

5

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

AA

11

Second Easter

7

6

12

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

7:00pm

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

Third Easter

19

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

25

Fourth Easter

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

26

Good Friday

WorshipService 7:00pm
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

9

3
AA

Holy Saturday
7:00pm

10
7:00pm

7:00pm

14

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

15

16

17

7:00pm
NA

18

2

AA
NA

13

AA

8

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

7:00pm

20

21

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

AA

NA

7:00pm

22

23

28

29

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

AA

NA

7:00pm

30

7:00pm

24

AA

7:00pm

27

7:00pm

AA

7:00pm

