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The Glory of
Sons Is
Their Fathers

Sunday Worship Schedule
Sunday School:
9:00 am
Worship:
10:00 am
Coffee Hour:
following worship

Weekday Office Schedule
Office hours: 9:00 am - 12:00
Office Phone: (914) 271-4632
Office E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org
Website: www.oursaviourcroton.org
Rev. Justin Johnson, pastor

Proverbs 17:6

Mission Statement:
Vision Statement:

Our mission is to offer spiritual grounding and growth by
connecting with God and one another.

-

Our vision is to provide meaningful, well-attended, active, and
growing worship, education, fellowship and service opportunities.

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

LWR SUNDAY

It has been a delight to see and talk with many of you in person at our
worship services the last few Sundays, in some cases for the first time in
many months. Now that so many of our members have been vaccinated
and the number of coronavirus cases in our community has greatly
decreased, it is becoming safe and practical to gradually restart our
activities. I hope to see you in person as soon as you feel safe in joining
us.

Christian Crafters
invite you to join them on
Sunday July 11
following our Service during Coffee Hour

-John Magerlein

The Council is now developing a plan to restart our normal activities,
with the intention of returning to a full program by September. We have
already restarted coffee hours following each worship service, though in
simplified form for the present. Please sign up on the list to host a coffee
hour over the summer. We are also planning a small number of summer
congregational events including a pot luck picnic and are looking for
people to help organize these.
If current trends continue, we hope to return to our previous worship
service format by September, though we plan to continue streaming
worship services online for those who are not able to join us in person.
This is an opportunity to connect with a wider community, which we
would never have imagined without the pandemic. In September we
also plan to resume regular Sunday School for children, Bible study for
adults, service activities, and other programs. If you have ideas for any
new or revised programs, please speak with me or any member of our
Council.

John Magerlein, Council President

2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS
OFFICERS:
President: John Magerlein
Vice President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: Karen Polacek
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Property: Lee Ann McCarthy & Ken Gabrielsen
Stewardship: Sue Montgomery
Worship & Music: Jamie Polcari
Social Ministry: Karen Polacek
Finance: OPEN
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism & Outreach: OPEN
Mutual Ministry: MaryBeth Soucy

There will be Resource Information
about Lutheran World Relief
Display of Quilts and LWR Kits
Christian Crafters will be on hand to answer your
questions on the many ways you can get involved in this
important ministry.

QUILT AUCTION
Many of the quilts made by our Christian Crafters will be
on display for our Silent Auction. Highest bidder can
choose any quilt they desire! Funds will go to the
Christian Crafters to purchase batting, thread, notions
and all supplies needed to continue making quilts for this
wonderful ministry of our church.

Bid starts at $100 with $5 increments.
Donations are tax deductible.

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

I don’t know about you, but the last few months have been a bit strange
for me. After months of being told to wear a mask, be cautious, and
don’t go out unless you need to, to have a very quick 180 where you now
don’t need a mask, you can visit friends again, and restrictions are lifted
has been a bit jarring. Even though I received the vaccination months
ago, I didn’t eat in a restaurant until a few weeks ago. Even though mask
restrictions were lifted in stores, I still tense up a small bit when I go to
the supermarket where I still wear a mask. At the beginning of the
pandemic I wrote to the council that closing down will be a lot easier
than reopening due to the feelings of nervousness and still moving
through a pandemic. You can’t go through what we went through
without feeling all of the changes in one way or another.
With that written, I need to say two very important things. The first is I
am so grateful for our council. This has been one of the most difficult
and challenging times in the life of the congregation and your council
have prayed, discerned, and moved through it all. This last year has been
an extremely heavy year for any council I have ever served with. Not
only were we dealing with Covid, we had to move through everything
with the Circle School, and if that were not enough, we had to work
through a tree falling on our building and a remodel of the offices. Your
council has been though it all and deserves a huge thank you for all they
have done. Any one of those issues would have been a test for a council
and to move through three major events and still stay focused on mission
has been inspiring.
The second important thing is I am grateful for this congregation.
Throughout the pandemic, I have been a mentor and a listening ear for
my fellow clergy. The amount of pressure some of them received made
my jaw drop at times. Pressures to open right away, begin singing when
it wasn’t safe, or feelings that the pastor’s leadership was inadequate
came up for many of my colleagues. That did not happen here. While
there were a few pushes here and there, for the most part, our
congregation was very supportive of our decisions, trusted our council,
continued ===>

and have been very patient as we worked through what was needed
to best serve you. I was not getting the same pressures some of my
colleagues received and I am grateful. Sadly, some of my colleagues
have decided to leave ministry altogether, so I continue to pray. Here
was a different story and it made some decision making easier.
So, what happens now? As we move forward, we will be looking at
more hybrid ways of doing things. In the last week, we have gotten
new and stronger internet service which should allow for more
online opportunities. Bible study, for example, will be offered for
those who wish to meet in person as well as those who wish to stay
online. Our lessons will have both going at the same time.

The same will be for worship. I do not see our streaming offerings
disappearing any time soon. We may begin to phase Zoom out of
worship, but will replace it with streaming on YouTube alongside of
Facebook. This is not 100% at this time, but it is something we are
looking at.
I can see meetings being hybrid as well. We can now host a number
of devices at the same time, so people can be in the same room
zooming with members who are staying home. This will save
individuals from having to find sitters or driving at night for a
meeting which might only be a half an hour.
Overall, as a council and as your pastor, my hope is to begin
approaching things with a both/and mentality rather than an either/
or mentality. Just because we are in person for worship, for example,
doesn’t mean we have to stop streaming. I am not fully sure where
we are being led, but it is kind of exciting to watch as the Spirit
moves. All I know is we can’t just pretend like nothing happened for
the last year. I hope you will continue to join us on this journey.

HEALTH CARE KITS
-Frya Barnes
Many Thanks to Thrivent and some
donations from our members I was able
to purchase the supplies for
30 more Heath Care Kits,
which I just finished assembling.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021
“ROCKY RAILWAY”
Where Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through

PROPERTY NEWS
- Ken Gabrielsen
Many thanks to all our members and
friends who contributed financially to
help with the removal of the locust trees
behind our church.

Now we have much wood available that
needs to be cleared from our church
grounds. This is excellent fire wood and
it's available for free.

Climb Aboard for Mountains of Fun!
Bible Adventures, Arts & Crafts, Outdoor Games
Music Class, Inspirational Cinema, Snack & Lunch

Holy Name of Mary Parish Center
Croton-on-Hudson, NY
August 16—20 from 9am-1pm
Cost: $75 per child
Reduced cost available for families with more than 2 children
Students age 3 to 12 welcomed as campers.
Youth over 12 needed as Junior Counselors.
Daily Snack & Lunch included in Cost.
We are looking for high school students to be counselors as well as
adult volunteers to be station leaders for the week.
Snack & Lunch Food Donations will be needed as we get
closer to the date.

More information to come.
So Save the Dates!
Application Form included in this newsletter!

Any questions can be directed to
VBS Director, Lindsey Gilbert Kane at 860 707-6743
or at lindsaygilbert04@gmail.com

Property director, Ken Gabrielsen is coordinating a Group
Effort to handle the distribution of this wood to those who are
interested.
If you are interested in obtaining firewood
please contact Ken Gabrielsen at KGP@bestweb.net.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
to APPROVE THE BUDGET
- Sue Orts
On Sunday, June 13, we will have a brief congregational
meeting immediately following the church service. This
meeting is called to approve our
next budget. The meeting will take
place at the church but you may
also attend via Zoom. We need a
quorum to pass the budget, so
please make every effort
to attend.

SOCIAL MINISTRY
- Karen Polacek

Christian Crafters
- Lois Leonard

Seeking Ideas for Local Social Ministry
Our members have been doing a wonderful job making quilts and kits
of care for Lutheran World Relief. Many thanks to those who
participate – the sewing group, the Sunday School and many others. As
we continue to strengthen our global outreach, your church council is
thinking about expanding our social ministry right here in town. We
are seeking ideas for connecting with our neighbors. Here’s an
example:
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is a day-of-service program of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and is held each
year in September. The following is from the ELCA web site:
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday, September 12,
2021. This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in
Christ to serve and love our neighbor.
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of
our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus
Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every
corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in
God’s grace.
The idea is to identify needs within our community, perhaps work with
organizations we already have a relationship with, ask them what they
need and figure out together how to help.
Some local organizations we already support are the Croton Caring
Committee, Croton-Cortlandt Food Pantry and Ossining IFCA
Housing Network (Inter-faith Council for Action). IFCA works to
provide affordable housing in Ossining and they also run a thrift shop.
Do you know of an unmet need in our community? Do you have
service ideas to share? If so, the council would love to hear them.
Please contact Karen Polacek or any council member.

This is presented to
Evelyn Garrett, Marilyn Grantner, Lois Leonard,
Karen Magerlein and Carol Swanson

“In recognition of your tireless work to send love to our neighbors in need
around the world with LWR Quilts and Kits. Thank you for all you do as
God’s hands in the world!”
————————————————————————————
The above quote is stated on the “Certificate of Appreciation” received
along with the pictured pin. The mosaic cross within the heart pin
can be seen worn by the above mentioned Christian Crafters of this
church. This very same pin is being worn by quilt and kit makers of
the ELCA/LWR across this country. This church’s support of this
ministry allows us to continue this ministry and send a bit of love,
comfort and hope to those around the world in need.
We thank you for this support and ask for your continued support
through cash donations, Thrivent gift cards and gently used fabric.
Since we started, 4 years ago, we have been able to set up the “LWR
Room,” purchase needed adjustable rectangular work tables, cutting
mats, rotary cutters, threads, fiberfill, fabric and have gotten our sewing machine repaired. When we started, Evelyn, Karen and Lois
had never made a quilt or school bag before. With God’s help and
yours we have come a long, long way. Since December 2020 our
group has completed 22 quilts and 40 bookbags. Our first year we
complete 6 quilts.
Please stop by Tuesday mornings between 9:00am and noon to see
the LWR Room below the church. Come see what we have
accomplished with your support. We love visitors.

Sincere Thanks,
Evelyn, Marilyn, Lois, Karen and Carol

