
 hǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

THE SEEKER 

 O
ur S

aviour E
vangelical Lutheran C

hurch 
  56 C

leveland D
rive 

  C
roton-O

n-H
udson, N

Y
 10520 

  (914) 271-4632 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          MARCH 2019  

S
unday W

orship S
chedule 

  S
unday S

chool:          9:00 am
    

  W
orship:                   10:00 am

   
  C

offee H
our:             follow

ing w
orship 

   W
eekday O

ffice S
chedule 

 
  O

ffice hours:      9:00 am
 - 12:00   

  O
ffice P

hone:   (914) 271-4632 
  O

ffice E
-m

ail:  m
ail@

oursaviourcroton.org
 

  W
ebsite:    w

w
w

.oursaviourcroton.org  
    R

ev. Justin Johnson, pastor 

 

wŜǾΦ Wǳǎǝƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ 

  {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнм 

       !ǊǘǿƻǊƪ - ǇƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦŎƻƳ 

a
ƛ
ǎ
ǎ
ƛ
ƻ
ƴ

 {
ǘ
ŀ
ǘ
Ŝ
Ƴ
Ŝ
ƴ
ǘ
Υ

 
h
ǳ
Ǌ
 
Ƴ
ƛ
ǎ
ǎ
ƛ
ƻ
ƴ
 
ƛ
ǎ
 
ǘ
ƻ
 
ƻ
ũ
Ŝ
Ǌ
 
ǎ
Ǉ
ƛ
Ǌ
ƛ
ǘ
ǳ
ŀ
ƭ
 
Ǝ
Ǌ
ƻ
ǳ
ƴ
Ř
ƛ
ƴ
Ǝ
 
ŀ
ƴ
Ř

 Ǝ
Ǌ
ƻ
ǿ
ǘ
Ƙ
 
ō
ȅ
 

 
Ŏ
ƻ
ƴ
ƴ
Ŝ
Ŏ
ǝ
ƴ
Ǝ
 
ǿ
ƛ
ǘ
Ƙ
 
D
ƻ
Ř
 
ŀ
ƴ
Ř
 
ƻ
ƴ
Ŝ
 
ŀ
ƴ
ƻ
ǘ
Ƙ
Ŝ
Ǌ
Φ

 

±
ƛ
ǎ
ƛ
ƻ
ƴ

 {
ǘ
ŀ
ǘ
Ŝ
Ƴ
Ŝ
ƴ
ǘ
Υ

 
h
ǳ
Ǌ
 
Ǿ
ƛ
ǎ
ƛ
ƻ
ƴ
 
ƛ
ǎ
 
ǘ
ƻ
 
Ǉ
Ǌ
ƻ
Ǿ
ƛ
Ř
Ŝ
 
Ƴ
Ŝ
ŀ
ƴ
ƛ
ƴ
Ǝ
Ŧ
ǳ
ƭ
Σ
 
ǿ
Ŝ
ƭ
ƭ

-ŀ
ǧ
Ŝ
ƴ
Ř
Ŝ
Ř
Σ

 ŀ
Ŏ
ǝ
Ǿ
Ŝ
Σ
 
ŀ
ƴ
Ř
 

 
Ǝ
Ǌ
ƻ
ǿ
ƛ
ƴ
Ǝ
 
ǿ
ƻ
Ǌ
ǎ
Ƙ
ƛ
Ǉ
Σ
 
Ŝ
Ř
ǳ
Ŏ
ŀ
ǝ
ƻ
ƴ
Σ
 
Ŧ
Ŝ
ƭ
ƭ
ƻ
ǿ
ǎ
Ƙ
ƛ
Ǉ
 
ŀ
ƴ
Ř
 
ǎ
Ŝ
Ǌ
Ǿ
ƛ
Ŏ
Ŝ

 ƻ
Ǉ
Ǉ
ƻ
Ǌ
ǘ
ǳ
ƴ
ƛ
ǝ
Ŝ
ǎ
Φ

  

The Glory of  
Sons Is  
Their Fathers           
- Proverbs 17:6  

 

To Everything    there is a Season  

and a Time for   Every Purpose  

Under Heaven          -Ecclesiastes 3:1  

To Everything    there is a Season  

and a Time for   Every Purpose  

Under Heaven          -Ecclesiastes 3:1  



 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE      
-WƻƘƴ aŀƎŜǊƭŜƛƴ 

2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS & OFFICERS 
OFFICERS:    

          President:  John Magerlein                               Vice President:  Sue Montgomery  

          Secretary:  Karen Polacek                                  Treasurer: Sue Orts                                 

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:  

Property: Lee Ann McCarthy  & Ken Gabrielsen                   Stewardship: Sue Montgomery      

Worship & Music: Jamie Polcari                                             Social Ministry: Karen Polacek  

Finance: OPEN                                                          Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy                             

Evangelism & Outreach: OPEN                                          Mutual Ministry: MaryBeth Soucy   

After 18 months with greatly modified and reduced church programs, 

we plan to take another step toward more normal activities in  
September. While the recent resurgence of the coronavirus will keep us 

from doing everything we'd hoped to do, most of us have by now found 
ways to do many things with a degree of safety appropriate for our  
individual circumstances. Some may continue to engage with the 

church primarily  remotely for reasons of safety, distance, or  
convenience. For them, we will continue to offer remote worship and 

learning opportunities. Others may come in person for worship, Bible 
study, and service and social events. 
 

As we get into September, we plan to restart Sunday School for children, 

confirmation class, and adult Bible study. While we've had simple coffee 
hours after worship this summer, we hope to expand these, depending 
on safety requirements and worship attendance. 
 

Don't miss  "God's work. Our hands." Sunday on September 12, when 

we'll celebrate some of the ways we serve our community, both locally 
and around the world. As a preview, I can tell you that, thanks to your 

generosity, we have already exceeded our goal in collecting rice and 
beans for Padres Hispanos in Ossining and we are looking to do even 
better. The Christian Crafters group has made an impressive number of 

quilts and school bags this year for Lutheran World Relief. Consider 
coming on Tuesday mornings to join them. We will fill the school bags 

with supplies on September 12. These, along with health kits assembled 
by Sunday School students, will be sent to Lutheran World Relief this 

fall. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone this fall, either in person or remotely. 
As always, I and the other Council members would welcome your  
comments about the church and its programs.  
 

 - John Magerlein, Council President 
 

 

  Pastorõs Message 

 

 

There are certain books that change how you view the world and current 

events. For this year, at Our Saviour, I would like to take a look at a few 

of these books. The first one I would love members of the congregation 

to look at is the book Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel 

Wilkerson. Her first book The Warmth of Other Suns I also highly  

recommend, but Caste changed how I have thought about recent times. 

 

Wilkerson points to 8 pillars of caste systems that have permeated histo-

ry from India to Nazi Germany to the Contemporary US. She shares sto-

ries along with her research as she talks about each of these pillars. 
 

My hope with these book studies is simple as they will act like òNY 

Reads.ó By this I mean, the hope is you will read the book and talk to 

one another about your reading journey, what you are learning, and 

whether you agree or disagree with the  

premise. In late October/early November, I 

will offer a time to talk about the book more 

intentionally, but it is really about having a 

book we can read together as a congregation. 

It is about conversation and growth. 
 

This is not a òchurch bookó so to speak, but 

a way to expand how we think about the 

world. Participation is not required, but it is 

just a way to get us talking. I am thinking 

about doing this once a quarter. 

                                                                           

- wŜǾΦ Wǳǎǝƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 



Godõs Work. Our Hands:  

Advocacy In Service to Or Neighbor. 

The public policies our officials write, amend and ultimately adopt 

can have ongoing effects on our neighbors and neighborhoods that 

are struggling. By telling policy makers how Lutheran ministries help 

our world and urging them to advance legislation that reflects these 

commitments, we are helping create opportunities to overcome  

poverty, promote peace and dignity, preserve Godõs creation, and 

promote racial and gender justice. 

Three letter-writing templates directed to members of the U.S.  

Congress are provided on the last 3 pages of this newsletter. The 

health and safety of people and all creation are prioritized in the  

areas of:  

¶ Environment Å Housing Å Hunger. 

You can print and copy one or more of these letters and personalize 

them. Additionally, you can share that: The ELCA is one of the  

largest Christian denominations in the United States, with nearly 3.3 

million members in more than 8,900 worshiping communities across 

the 50 states and in the Caribbean. We believe that we are freed in 

Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

Thank you for your participation! 

Our representatives: 

Congressman Mondaire Jones - United States House of  
Representatives (https://jones.house.gov/) 

Senator Charles E. Schumer - United States Senate  
(https://www.schumer.senate.gov/)  

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand - United States Senate  
(https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/)  

SEND COMPLETED LETTERS TO:  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Advocacy Office 

218 D Street SE, First Floor 

Washington, DC 20003 

òGODõS WORK. OUR HANDS SUNDAYó 
òGodõs work. Our hands.ó Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate 

who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ñ one 

church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are one of over 9,100 ELCA congregations participating in òGodõs 

work. Our hands.ó Sunday, on Sept. 12. Across the country,  

thousands of members will engage in service work to have a positive 

effect in our communities, build and deepen relationships and share 

Godõs love.  

¶ During our 10 a.m. worship service : Blessing of the quilts and kits  

       completed throughout the year for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 

¶ During coffee hour : assembly of school kits for LWR 

¶ Final day of food collection  of canned beans (black beans, red 

      beans, chick peas) and rice (2 lb. bags) for Padres Hispanos in  

      Ossining. These items are located in aisle 10 at Shoprite in Croton. 

Online:  Letter writing to U.S. Congress advocating for food security, 

housing and protecting the environment 

Join us as we do Godõs work with our hands! 

 

https://jones.house.gov/
https://jones.house.gov/
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/


PROPERTY NEWS  
 

Our Saviour, Our Saviour, how does your garden grow 

most of the trees have been addressed,  

plants have been planted and things cleaned up,  
the only thing left is to keep the grass mowed.  

(a little poetry liberty) 

A big shout of "THANKS" to Frya Barnes for the the place cleaned  
 up and the many trash cans filled  

 with garden waste put out for pick up. 

 

                  

   

§ The Greiner Family were members of Our Saviour many 

years ago:  Dorothy was our organist.  Frya received an email from 

Bob Greiner that his brother, John, passed away on August 9th.  A 

copy of John's obituary, which was posted by the funeral home 

at highcountryservice.com.  Bob's email is bobg.100k@gmail.com   
 

§ From Karolyn Kingman:  Mary Ann, brother Lauren's cherished 

life partner of over 30 years, died of lymphoma on May 4th.  The 

disease was aggressive, despite attempts to manage it through chemo, 

and a case of covid (she had received her first vaccination) made 

things worse.   Julie and I are grateful to have her nearby, as she was 

interred in the Kingman plot in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in Con-

cord.  We are shocked, and deeply saddened, by her passing.  Laur's 

email is lckingman3@gmail.com  

 

More About Godõs Work Our Hands 
Food Collection  

- YŀǊŜƴ tƻƭŀŎŜƪ 
The Ossining Padres Hispanos Resource Center (Ossining Fami-
ly Resource Center), located at 23-25 Spring Street, 3rd floor, 

lends a helping hand to newly arriving immigrant  
families in the Ossining area. They provide information about 

citizenship, job openings, job training, health services and  
vaccines, school information, English classes, Ossining 101 and 
more. 

One of their services is helping those in need of food staples. 
They have reached out to us requesting food donations. 

We will be collecting canned beans (red beans, black beans, chick 

peas) and 2-lb. bags of rice through Sept. 12 as part of ELCAõs 

òGodõs work. Our hands.ó Sunday. Later, we will be looking 

for a volunteer to deliver to Padres Hispanos Resource Center.  

After putting out the above information to the congregation,  

I was told by the director at Padres Hispanos that they also  
welcome larger bags of rice because it is cheaper per pound and 

they do have someone to repackage the rice into 2-lb. bags. 

Our challenge to the congregation is to collect at least 100 cans of 
beans and 20 2-lb. bags of rice. The collection box is in the 

church office. On Sundays we will put the box in the Parish Hall 
if worship is outside.  

Letôs see if we can meet our goal together! 
  

http://highcountryservice.com/
mailto:bobg.100k@gmail.com
mailto:lckingman3@gmail.com
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July 11, 2021 was quite a celebration!  40 bookbags and 32 quilts 

were on display.  Thank you MaryBeth for the top bit on the quilt 

auction.  See the picture of Marybeth next to the quilt she selected 

and Marilyn G. who created that quilt.   As you can see by the  

pictures each quilt is very different. We celebrate your gifts of fabric, 

drapes/curtains, table clothes, and sheets. We also celebrate your 

generous financial donation which enables us to continue this  

ministry.   

Since July 11, we have more to celebrate.  We have acquired another 

sewing machine and more donated fabric.  We used a 60 yard roll of 

fiberfill, and we have already purchased another 60 yards. We, also, 

celebrate 3 tables given to us by the New Circle School to help us 

continue this ministry.  Several more quilts will be finished by the 

blessing of quilts and kits Sept 12.    

Sincere thanks to everyone that have supported this ministry.   Your 

support lifts our hearts and encourages us to continue.    One more 

thing you could do for usé stop by sometime between 9am and 

noon on Tuesdays.  We are located below the church sanctuary.  I 

bet some of you have never seen our downstairs.   Come see what we 

are doing and see the wonderful space we work in.  

Celebrating You, With Sincere Thanks:   

Evelyn, Karen, Lois, Marilyn and Carol. 

MUSIC NOTES  
- tƘƛƭƭ DǊŜŜƴƭŀƴŘ 

Vocal and guest instrumental music will resume at Our Saviour this 
Fall! As we continue to look for the safest and most comfortable ways 

possible to participate in music ministry, we have a few adjustments for 
the coming season.  
  

Rather than the usual rehearsals for choir, weõll be using our 7pm 

Thursdays as òmusic ministry nights.ó Each Thursday, weõll plan and 
learn the next few weeks worth of music.  
  

Sometimes weõll sing a traditional anthem, sometimes instrumental 

music, sometimes play along with hymns; and Iõm sure weõll come up 
with other clever ways to participate in worship musically.  
  
Iõll have a stash of bells, drums, ukes, and cymbals at our disposal for 

folks who have never played before; and of course, folks who play an 
instrument of any kind are welcome also. In fact, all are welcome! 

Sounds fun? Come join us!  
  
Iõll have a poll sheet out at the service 
to gauge when folks feel itõs  

sensible to return. Past that ñ Keep 
your ear to the ground for a Music 

Ministry Night start date. =) 

Help Wanted: Altar Guild Membership  

- [ƻǊƛ 9ǎǘŜǾŜǎ 
The Altar Guild has always operated with a small group of dedicated 

members and the work is both rewarding and enjoyable.  Our primary 
function is to set up the sanctuary for worship each week: we make sure 

the seasonal colors are displayed, the candles are set and work with 
Frank Orts to decorate the church for holidays.  We will lose a few 
members, myself included, within the next year.  We would like to find 

at least one or two new members so that the workload remains light 
and flexible.  Please consider sharing 

your gifts with our guild.  If you may 
be interested and would like to learn 

more, please let me know. 

Thank you. 


