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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Magerlein

As I write this column, I'm pleased to see that Croton is reporting only
12 total active Covid cases, roughly one new case a day, and nearby
communities are also seeing a drop in cases. While reasonable
precautions remain necessary, things are gradually moving toward
normalcy. Karen and I have returned to square dancing (carefully) and
we attended a long-postponed charity gala last weekend. I am hopeful
that a further drop in Covid cases and the availability of vaccines and
booster shots will allow this trend to accelerate.
Last Sunday's worship service finally felt close to normal, with a great
sounding anthem by the choir and a coffee hour with good food and
fellowship. While some may not yet feel comfortable attending in
person, I am looking forward to in-person participation returning closer
to pre-pandemic levels. We will continue to stream services and other
programs such as weekly Bible study online for those unable to attend or
who prefer this format, but worshiping with others in person is always a
joyous experience.
I am looking forward to two special upcoming worship services. October
31 will be Reformation Sunday, with fine music and plans to again offer
both bread and wine for communion. The following week is All Saints
Sunday on November 7. As in the past, we will announce the names of
members and friends who have died during the past year. Please notify
Pastor Johnson of any names which should be included. You are also
invited to bring photographs of people who were special to you and you
wish to remember and place them on the altar before the service. In
addition, we will dedicate a plaque remembering all those whose ashes
have been scattered in the garden behind the church over the years. I
hope to see you there.
- John Magerlein, Council President
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President: John Magerlein
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Stewardship: Sue Montgomery
Worship & Music: Jamie Polcari
Social Ministry: Karen Polacek
Finance: OPEN
Christian Education: MaryBeth Soucy
Evangelism & Outreach: OPEN
Mutual Ministry: MaryBeth Soucy

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

Just yesterday, I was in my first meeting about Christmas Eve services and
what they will look like this year. While Pumpkin Spice is flowing in the coffee
houses, behind the scenes, we are already planning for Christmas and beyond.
Such is the life of the church and the good news is unless something radically
changes this year, we will have some Christmas Eve services.
This leads me to this month’s topic- shifting how we look at things. Last year,
around this time, we were still trying to play catch up a little. We were still in
the mentality that this whole covid thing might be temporary and then we
could go back to “normal” sometime in Spring. We kept looking at our actions
as temporary to fill the gap.
Recently, I have begun to shift my outlook and have asked the council and the
planning teams to begin shifting theirs as well from the mentality of stopgap
fixing to this is our new normal for a while. While I, as much as anyone, wish
this Covid stuff would just go away, the reality is it looks like it will be hanging
on for a while until we get to a point where the population outgrows the virus
through vaccinations and immunity. In other words, it won’t be tomorrow or
even next year, this is our reality for a while, so let’s start treating it as such.
With this shift in mentality, we have begun looking at things like communion
practices, worship in the sanctuary, and our church’s life. While I cannot say
for sure, I have been working with the mentality that at least 98% of our adult
congregation is vaccinated at this point. Some have begun to become triply
vaccinated, such as yours truly. The ones we are caring for in our congregation
are those under 12 years old who cannot receive a vaccine just yet and those
with immunocompromised systems.
Our call as Christians is to care for those most in need and right now, in our
worship life, that is who we are caring for. Christ calls us to live a life of
humility and service which extends into our interactions in every day life. The
modern call is- how do we walk in such a way that our care extends beyond our
own needs and wants and to those who are most at risk right now?
This is tough and believe me, I want this to be over. It has been one of the
toughest ministry times in my career. With patience, humility, care, and
support for one another, we will continue to walk together.

“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS T-SHIRTS”
Would you like a GWOH T-shirt?
If more people want "God's work. Our hands." T-shirts, let me know,
I have started a list. We need a minimum of 10 shirts to have the
church name printed on the back. We will wear these shirts again
when we do any kind of service project like a quilt display/auction,
Christmas fair, tag sale or helping out at the food bank. Karen P.
Join us as we do God’s work with our hands!

You have hopefully noticed that, during our
modified services, Frank Orts has provided
silk arrangements for our services.

CROTON CORTLANDT FOOD PANTRY
The pantry is open on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month 9 – 11
a.m. except October (2nd and 3rd Saturdays). If anyone can help
distribute food behind Holy Name of Mary church, we could get a
group together and wear our GWOH shirts.
We are listed as a partner, so let’s help. It is outdoors, but wear a
mask. https://www.foodpantryincroton.org/who-helps-us
DATES
October 9 and 16
November 6 and 20
December 4 and 18

They've helped maintain a beautiful focal point for worship
during a time when fresh flowers were not feasible.
As we move inside to worship and take steps toward normalcy,
it is once again possible to order flowers for service.
We'll soon have the flower chart set up with dates
for the remainder of the year,
but you may also send an e-mail to me
(loriesteves@optonline.net).
Please list the date and reason/remembrance for the
bulletin. The contribution for flowers is $35.

Thank you, Lori Esteves

CHRISTIAN CRAFTERS
REPORT
- Marilyn Grantner

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Sunday November 21 at 10:45am

This has been a very busy and fruitful year.
Lutheran World Relief has our ingathering this week.
We deliveried all the items on Thursday October 16.
The Many Hands at Our Savior Lutheran have provided
many items to meet the needs in God's Work.
We delivered 35 boxes of items on Thursday October
We have made 45 quilts, 140 Personal Care Kits,
43 School Kits and 22 Baby Care Kits.
Our thanks to all who donated items, assisted with filling
Kits and provided hands-on assistance this year. We will
take a few weeks to rest now.
We will be restarting our mission for this next year in a few
weeks. Please join us on Tuesday mornings 9am to 12 noon
if interested in helping with hands-on items.

Our annual congregational meeting will be held
immediately after the worship service at about
10:45 am on Sunday, November 21.

You may attend either in person or remotely using a
Zoom link to be sent out a few days prior to the
meeting.
The annual congregational report will be sent out
electronically on Monday November 15 - about a week
prior to the meeting.
Since we have changed our fiscal year to correspond to
the calendar year, the 2022 budget will be presented
and voted on at this meeting. New Council members
will also be elected.

All Committee Reports are due no later than
November 1.
Email reports to mail@oursaviourcroton.org &
melmuell@aol.com

BABY CARE KITS

Christmas at Sea

- Frya Barnes & Karen Polacek

Seafarers International House

We are creating Baby Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief again this year.
Traditionally, we offer up baby items for a blessing on Christmas Eve to
celebrate the birth of Jesus. We then assemble these items as layettes in the
New Year, and include them in the Lutheran World Relief “ingathering” at
Grace Lutheran in Yorktown. These kits are sent around the world to people
in desperate need and are needed now more than ever.
It is not too early to pick up baby items if you happen to see them on sale.
What goes into a layette? In sizes 6 – 24 months:
• cotton T-shirts, gowns or sleepers (no feet - can be worn longer)
• cotton or flannel receiving blankets (36” x 36” up to 52” x 52”
square) or knit with light weight yarn
• flat cloth diapers (not pre-fold)
• diaper pins
• Jackets
• sweatshirts or sweaters with a hood or hat
• socks
• hand towels (dark color)
• 3 or 4 oz. bar soap in original wrapping. New items only.

Once again we will be participating in Seafarers International House’s
Christmas-at Sea through November 14th.
Ninety percent of global trade is transported on the high seas by crew
members on containerships who remain invisible to most people, yet
our supply chains depend on their service. Because of COVID-19
related travel restrictions, seafarers have been stuck at sea on extended
contracts with no shore leave. Seafarers are the “unseen essential
workers” and are overworked, frustrated and lonely. We can
bring bring joy to seafarers who will not be home with their loved ones
for Christmas. Seafarers’ port chaplains safely deliver the satchels filled
with gifts to the ships for the holiday. Every crew member on a ship
regardless of their faith or nationality will open their satchels, each
containing:
•
One sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded, zippered or un-zippered
(size M-L-XL)
• Three pairs of socks – thermal or gym
• One long-sleeved T- shirt in the same size as the sweatshirt
(size M-L-XL)
• One knitted winter cap
• One can of nuts, large bar of chocolate, or large health-snack bar
• A Christmas card from you!

LWR also specifies that neutral colors are best - no pink, religious,
camouflage, military, or flag insignia. Onesies with snaps can be cut and
hemmed to make a T- shirt (our sewing group will do this), top/pants sets
can be substituted for sleepers. This year we have some wonderful baby hats
knitted by Linda Grauer so sweatshirts without hoods are very welcome to
go with these hats. Also, Marilyn Grantner has been making baby gowns
and diapers out of gently worn adult size T-shirts, any color except pink, and
they can have writing or graphics on them (she turns the shirts inside out).

All items should be new. Pick the colors (no pastels), styles, and brands
you prefer. If you are buying sweatshirts and T-shirts, please purchase
them in the same size since we cannot mix sizes. No fringe or
pompoms. Please place your items in the labelled bin in the church.

Monetary gifts are also welcome to purchase items to make complete kits.
Make your check out to OSLC and put Baby Care Kits in the memo line. As
always, thank you!

They say if it weren’t for seafarers, half the world would starve and the
other would freeze. Let’s give seafarers, who are responsible for
bringing so much of what we need in our daily lives to us, a joyful
Christmas. Thanks for your donations! Any questions should be
addressed to Frya Barnes.

For more information, please contact Karen Polacek.

If you would like to make a monetary donation instead of shopping for
items, please give through Our Saviour by writing Seafarers on the
memo line of your check. Social Ministry will be happy to shop for
you!
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27

26

7:00pm

16
AA

28

29

7:00pm

30

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church
AA

7:00pm
NA

31

14

7:00pm

7:00pm

9

7:00pm

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

NA

17

8

AA
NA

12

AA

7

7:00pm

7:00pm

AA

7:00pm

NOVEMBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TUESDAY
Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon
AA

7

All Saints Sunday

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

8

14

Twenty-Fifth Pentecost

7:00pm

All Reports for Annual Christian Crafters
Congregational Report
9:00am –noon
Due TODAY

15

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

7:00pm

THURSDAY

4

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

5

6
AA

NA

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

11

12

13
AA

NA

7:00pm

7:00pm

17

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

18

19

20
AA

7:00pm
NA

7:00pm

7:00pm

16

AA

Annual Congregational
Report Available.

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

10

9

AA

WEDNESDAY

3

2

2021

7:00pm

7:00pm

Christmas At Sea Items
Due Date

21

Christ The King

22

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

Annual Congregational
Meeting

23

24

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

AA

NA

7:00pm

2525

First Advent

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

29

30

29

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

AA

NA

7:00pm

30

7:00pm

27

AA

7:00pm

following Worship Service on
ZOOM & in Sanctuary

28

26

7:00pm

