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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-John Magerlein

I have been enjoying Pastor Johnson's current Bible study on gratitude. I urge
you to join us for Bible study, either when the current study continues on
December 1 or when a new study begins, most likely early in the new year. You
may participate either in person or online.
Last week Pastor Johnson asked us when was the last time we were in awe of
something. Responses ranged from interactions with people
significant in our lives to observing the cosmos on a clear night. Psalm 104 lists
a few more things:
O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
creeping things innumerable are there,
living things both small and great.
There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
The wonders of creation remind us to express our gratitude to God for our
time, the many people who enrich our lives, and everything we have. While this
has been a challenging year for our church in many ways, we can be thankful
that the Word of God continues to be proclaimed here, that we have a
wonderful and supportive church community, and that people here and around
the world are being helped by our generosity.
This Bible study has been especially relevant as we approached the
Thanksgiving holiday. As I write this column and also prepare for our
Thanksgiving feast, I particularly recalled the verse we studied from
Ecclesiastes 9:7:
Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, and drink your wine with a merry heart;
for God has long ago approved what you do.
I hope you had a joyous Thanksgiving celebration and I look forward to
gathering with you during the Advent season as we prepare to celebrate
Christmas.
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Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

This year was a little different.
As I sit and write this newsletter article, I have been asked by my loved ones to make a
Christmas list for gift ideas. In years past, I had no trouble with this as there were
always piles of books desired or Lego sets, but this year is different. I don’t want much
at all. In fact, I am pretty content knowing that my loved ones are safe, no one is in the
hospital, and we love one another.

Then again, this year was a little different, wasn’t it?
I keep going back to this Brene Brown quote about the last few years. She said- Our
bodies and minds are in a place as if a natural disaster has just wiped out our town,
such as a tornado. The problem is we go outside and there are no signs of a tornado, yet
we all are feeling it and we know something has happened, but none of us wants to talk
about it and we all want to move on as if nothing has happened.
In the last few weeks, I have been reflecting on the last year and I keep coming back to
all we have been through and how much we have just kind of moved aside, so we could
go back to work or school. It is as if a giant trauma didn’t happen.
Yet it did and it changed us. We are a little different.
Not all of us have changed in the same way, but we all have changed. I, for example,
have been really grateful for a lot of things recently. I have been grateful for my friends
both life long ones and recently known ones. I have been grateful for my congregation,
the people of Our Saviour have been a blessing. I have been grateful that I can see my
mom and dad on a weekly basis. I have been grateful for time to sit and talk over coffee
with people. I have been grateful for my health, that I have a home, and even grateful
for exercise. I am grateful for another day, another moment, and another breath.

I think that is why I am having a difficult time with a Christmas list this year. It isn’t so
much about getting stuff, although I am always grateful to receive a gift, it is more
about the gift of those already present in my life. If this last year has changed anything,
it has been to savor moments and people. That is what it means to be part of the kingdom of heaven to me.
I hope you have a very Merry Christmas, if I don’t see you and a wonderful and blessed
New Year.

Join Us
In Celebration
of the birth of
Our Lord.
2 Services:
10am & 7pm
There will be no
services on
Christmas Day

CHRISTMAS COOKIE
COFFEE HOUR
In lieu of our traditional coffee hour,
all are invited to bring a plate of
Christmas cookies to share with our
extended family at Our Saviour on
Sunday, Dec. 26. Karen Polacek will
set up the coffee pot.
CROTON CORTLANDT FOOD PANTRY
The pantry is open on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month
9 – 11 a.m. If anyone can help distribute food behind
Holy Name of Mary church, we could get a group together and wear
our GWOH shirts.
We are listed as a partner, so let’s help. It is outdoors, but wear a
mask. https://www.foodpantryincroton.org/who-helps-us
DATES

December 4 and 18

You have hopefully noticed that, during our
modified services, Frank Orts has provided
silk arrangements for our services.
They've helped maintain a beautiful focal point for worship
during a time when fresh flowers were not feasible.
As we move inside to worship and take steps toward normalcy,
it is once again possible to order flowers for service.
We'll soon have the flower chart set up with dates
for the remainder of the year,
but you may also send an e-mail to me
(loriesteves@optonline.net).
Please list the date and reason/remembrance for the
bulletin. The contribution for flowers is $35.

Thank you, Lori Esteves

POINSETTIAS
In keeping with a long held Christmas practice, the altar guild
will be placing poinsettias at the altar. The congregation is
invited to sponsor plants in memory or honor of a loved one.
It is a wonderful way to help beautify the church and also
remember someone special. The poinsettias in 7 inch pots are
$15 each. Send orders with payment to the church office or place
in the offering plate on Sunday. Order forms can be found at the
bottom of this page and will be available on the tables in the
narthex and link.

2021 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
I would like to donate (quantity) ________ Poinsettias
at $15 per plant. Total submitted: $_______________
In Honor / Memory of:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
In Remembrance / Thanks for:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
From:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

BABY CARE KITS
-

Karen Polacek

We are now collecting baby items leading up to the Christmas Eve
blessing of white gifts. According to LWR’s web site, each Baby Care
Kit should include:
In sizes 6 – 24 months:
• 2 lightweight cotton T-shirts
• 2 long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers
(No feet so they can be used longer as the child grows)
• 2 receiving blankets; medium-weight cotton or flannel, or
crocheted or knit with lightweight yarn at least 36” to 52” square.
• 4 cloth diapers
• 2 diaper pins or large safety pins
• 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap
• 2 pairs of socks
• 1 hand towel, dark color recommended
• 2 or 3 bath-size bars of soap equaling up to 8 to 9 oz., any brand,
in original wrapping
LWR has strict guidelines so please stick to these requirements.
Please watch for sales and keep an eye out for the collection bin in the
back of the sanctuary. Or donate to OSLC with “Baby Care Kits” in
the memo line of your check and Social Ministry will shop for you.
For more information, please contact Karen Polacek.

Christmas Pop Up Quilt Raffle
December 4 - 12

- Karen Polacek
We will have a beautiful queen-size quilt made by Marilyn Grantner on
view at the Christmas Pop Up Shop. This quilt will be raffled to raise
funds for the church and two very deserving organizations:
10% will go to the Croton Caring Committee to support their
Holiday Food Basket Program.
10% will go to Darajani Secondary School in Marangu - Kilimanjaro,
Tanzania, to help with school repairs.
The raffle will begin on Dec. 4 at the Christmas Pop Up and continue
through Dec. 12 to allow those who cannot attend the pop up to get in
on the action. Raffle tickets are $2 each or three tickets for $5.
If you would like to participate by mail, please make your check out to
Our Saviour Lutheran Church and write “quilt raffle” on the memo
line and be sure to get it to us by Dec. 12. We will write your name on
your tickets.

DECEMBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

2021

WEDNESDAY
1
Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church
NA

THURSDAY
2

SATURDAY

FRIDAY
3

4
Christmas Pop-Up
Event 9am - 1pm

7:00pm

AA

5

Second Advent

6

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

AA

12

Third dvent

8

7

13

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

7:00pm

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

Fourth Advent

20

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

27

First Christmas

WorshipService 10:00am
via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

Christmas Cookie
Coffee Hour

27

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

16

7:00pm

17

18
AA

7:00pm

7:00pm
7:00pm

21

22

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Bible Study 7:00pm
at Church

AA

NA

7:00pm

28

29

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon
AA

11

7:00pm

15

NA

19

10

AA
NA

14

AA

9

7:00pm

7:00pm

23

24

25
Christmas Eve
Services

Merry Christmas

10:00am & 7:00pm

7:00pm

via Facebook or ZOOM
& IN SANCTUARY

30

31

AA

7:00pm

