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Vision Statement:

Our mission is to offer spiritual grounding and growth by
connecting with God and one another.

Mission Statement:

The Glory of
Sons Is
Their Fathers
Our vision is to provide meaningful, well-attended, active, and
growing worship, education, fellowship and service opportunities.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-Sue Montgomery

A new year has begun, and that brings changes to our church Council.
This is my first newsletter message as Council president, and I want to
acknowledge the outstanding service of our last Council president John
Magerlein and Council member Lee Ann McCarthy. We are thankful
for the time and dedication they have given to our congregation.
Welcome to the two new members that have joined Council for 2022,
Marilyn Grantner and Dianne Carroll.
In 2021, we started to learn to live with the reality of COVID in our
world. The restart of in-person worship has been a joy. While we have
had to remain flexible, as circumstances changed, the congregation at
Our Saviour has endured and survived and even thrived. Due to your
generous support, we were able to continue our contributions to
organizations outside our congregation. We fully met our pledge to the
Metro NY Synod of the ELCA for the work of the greater church. In
addition, we made contributions to other local, national and
international service organizations, such as Lutheran World Relief,
Bread for the World, Ossining IFCA, the Croton Caring Committee,
Jan Peek and the Cortlandt food pantry. Beyond that, our members
organized and donated school kits, layettes, and beautiful quilts to
Lutheran World Relief and satchels to the Christmas at Sea program of
the Seafarers International House.
This year, in addition to the usual tasks of managing the leadership tasks
of the congregation, Council will be working on ideas for the use of the
building. We will strive to keep you informed, and as always we welcome your support and prayers for this work.

Sue Montgomery
Council President

2022 COUNCIL MEMBERS & OFFICERS
President: Sue Montgomery
Secretary: Karen Polacek

OFFICERS:
Vice President: Jamie Polcari
Treasurer: Sue Orts

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
Property: Ken Gabrielsen
Stewardship: Sue Montgomery & Estomih Mtui
Worship & Music: Dianne Carroll
Social Ministry: Marilyn Grantner
Finance: Susan Orts
Christian Education: Jamie Polcari
Evangelism & Outreach: Karen Polacek
Mutual Ministry: MaryBeth Soucy & Jamie Polcari

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

Like everyone reading this, I have been so tired recently. It has been an
exhaustion of canceling things, redoing things, worries about Covid, etc. When
I saw the numbers spiking in December again, I just sat almost immobilized at
the thought of a small Christmas…again.
I throw a one person pity party for myself every now and then, I think it is
important for good health. They don’t last long, but the purpose is to identify
and connect with what I am feeling in the moment. Too often, we are taught to
ignore our feelings or discount them, but when going through trauma, it is
especially important to connect with those feelings.
During these times, especially, I tend to retreat a bit into reading and reflection.
I am regularly on the lookout for books I can recommend to individuals who
want to go deeper with their faith or want to learn about the church’s
beginnings. I found one during the reflective pity party.
The book is titled “After Jesus Before Christianity.” It is a look at what the
church looked like right after the death of Jesus. The people were not called
“Christians” yet, but rather groups and pockets of Jesus loving Jewish people
and Jesus loving Gentiles with a variety of names- The Way, Chloe’s People,
The People of God, etc. Part of the church was getting all of these different
groups under one umbrella.
The other interesting note in the book is how much of the early church’s
leadership was women. Many know there were other books written outside of
Paul’s letters and the Gospels, which were not included in the Bible. Many of
these other writings were about women in leadership or gospels written by
students of the school of these women leaders. Part of the movement was the
move toward a patriarchy as time passed and women
were shoved out of leadership by men. You can see a
difference for example, in the letters of Paul where
Paul talks about some of the women leaders, but later
letters attributed to Paul, but written well past his
death, like 1st Timothy contain lines like- “women
should not speak in church.” This was due to a more
patriarchal movement and letters and gospels written
by women were not included in the Bible. They exist
though and seeing how they show a very different
way of church is incredible.
If you are interested during the Lenten season of
seeing how the church was shaped, moved, and
changed, I recommend this one.

DONATING

A new flower chart is up with
dates
for the year ahead,
but you may also send an e-mail to
(loriesteves@optonline.net).
Please list the date and
reason/remembrance
for the bulletin.
The contribution for flowers is $35.

DON’T BE LATE!

Daylight Savings Time starts
Sunday, March 13.
Remember to turn your clock
ahead one hour on Saturday
night, March 12.
CROTON CORTLANDT FOOD PANTRY
The pantry is open on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month 9 – 11
a.m. except October (2nd and 3rd Saturdays). If anyone can help
distribute food behind Holy Name of Mary church, we could get a
group together and wear our GWOH shirts.
We are listed as a partner, so let’s help. It is outdoors, but wear a
mask. https://www.foodpantryincroton.org/who-helps-us
DATES
February 5 and 19
March 5 and 19

SNOW PATROL
We never know how much snow is coming…but it helps to be ready!
All who are able and willing...
it would be greatly appreciated if you could help out with the shoveling
of the church walkways leading up to the entrances to the church.
Ken would like to know who
can be available if needed when
the next storm comes.

Those willing and able to lend a
hand please reach out to property
chair, Ken Gabrielsen at
GabrielsenPhoto@gmail.com.
Or call (646) 208-4380.
"Many hands make light the work"

COFFEE HOUR IS BACK!
In January, we suspended coffee hour because of the increase in cases
of the Omicron variant. Since cases in our area have fallen again, we
are cautiously bringing back a small format coffee hour beginning
February 6. That is, coffee, tea and a nosh.
Please join us after the 10 a.m. worship service to connect with familiar
faces you haven’t seen in weeks or months and welcome some new
ones.
If you are able to host, there is a sign-up
sheet on the table in the link for Feb.
through April. We don’t require homebaked goodies. Store-bought offerings are
very welcome.

AFGHAN RFUGEE UPDATE

CHRISTIAN CRAFTERS BACK AT WORK

- Lois Leonard

"F" has finally moved into her apartment in Ossining and loves it!
Our Saviour members donated several household items and clothing. A team
of Ossining for Refugees volunteers are supporting her in all aspects of
acclimating. She even has found a job!

We, members of the Christian Crafters, wish you
a happier and healthier new year. Unfortunately,
many people around the world do not have hopes
for a happy and healthy new year due to Covid,
natural disasters and refugee camps.
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) finds their
warehouses overwhelmed with places that need
their help. The need for quilts, personal care kits,
school kits and baby care kits are ever increasing.

The family that O4R had anticipated was settled in another town after all, but
we stand ready to assist the next family. You may have seen in the news that the
biggest hurdle is affordable rental housing in today's market and many families are in long term AirBnB's.
I will continue to update the Our Saviour family on
refugee needs as they arise. For more information about
Ossining for Refugees and to donate please see:
https://ossiningforrefugees.org
It takes a village...or several!
Peace, Karen Kuchnicki
Ossining for Refugees (O4R), the newest Community Sponsorship organization in
Westchester, is set to welcome its first federally sponsored Afghan refugee at the end of
2021, with more expected in 2022.
“We are heartened by the groundswell of support from the four communities,” said
Town of Ossining Supervisor Dana Levenberg, one of the organization’s co-founders.
“No one community could have done this alone, but together, in less than a month, a
strong
coalition was formed which we believe can help support two to four refugee families in
the coming year.” Sofia Bator and Ted Buerger are also co-founders. As New York
State
Assembly Member Sandra Galef remarked, “helping refugees resettle here is the
ultimate neighborly act.”
“Imagine yourself escaping a place where you are subject to violence whenever you
leave your house,” said Ola Nosseir, founder of Our Common Beliefs, an O4R
Supporting Organization. “Then picture arriving in a country where you do not know
the language, have no money, no credit for your job skills, no place to live, no clothing,
furniture or sense of belonging; and you miss and fear for your family and friends left
behind.” With O4R’s first refugee set to arrive at any moment, the urgency of the
organization’s mission is clear.
O4R is made up of 12 volunteer-staffed teams. Some teams lay the groundwork for the
refugees’ arrival (housing, scoping out resources); others work with the newcomers once
they are here on healthcare, English language instruction, transportation, job search and
general community orientation. Backing the effort through donations, key services and
their own networks are 21 Supporting Organizations including houses of worship and
other community organizations, such as Neighbors Link, IFCA Housing Network and
Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration (WJCI).
Co-founder Sofia Bator, herself an Afghan immigrant, is gratified that O4R is ready to
serve a series of refugees.

We are presently making quilts, school bags, and night shirts and blankets for
baby kits to help LWR in their efforts to make the new year a bit happier for
those around the world less fortunate than ourselves.
You can help! Your donations of cotton fabrics from sheets, curtain,
tablecloths and the like are greatly appreciated. Please help us by leaving your
bag of clean fabrics on one of the tables in the LWR Room located under the
sanctuary. We will happily sort your donations as to what we can use it for.
Financial donations are a great help as well. The cost of everything,
including needles and thread are going up. Fiberfill cost, alone, went up $11
since our last order in June. Checks can be made out to Our Saviour with
notation for Christian Crafters. Donation of your time. We are presently a
group of 5 dedicated workers: Evelyn Garrett, Marilyn Grantner,
Lois Leonard, Karen Magerlein and Carol Swanson (sewing in California.)
Please join us in person Tuesday mornings from
9am to noon. If you wish to work from home,
please let us know and we can give you
directions and fabric.
Last of all …Thank You.
Thank you for all the help you have given to
LWR efforts and all the help you may give in
the future to make 2022 a happy new year for
everyone.
Submitted by: Lois Leonard

OUR SAVIOUR
Service with
Imposition of Ashes

Wednesday March 2
7:00PM

The Social Ministry Committee would like to share the
following thank you letters from donations made by the
Our Saviour congregation. It is only with everyone's
generous support we were able to provide this support for
others in need. A huge thank you to all. - Marilyn Grantner
From the IFCA Housing Network
Thank you for your generous donation of $500.00 to ICFA Housing Network. Your gift is so appreciated, particularly during this time of continued
challenges and hardships for the communities we serve. Your ongoing support
for ICFA Housing Network enables us to continue to serve those in need by
providing safe, quality housing, financial empowerment programs and the much
beloved Thrift Shop.
From the Croton-Cortlandt Food Pantry
Thank you for your generous support of the Croton-Cortlandt Food Pantry.
We gratefully acknowledge your recent donation of $500 to the 2021
Appeal. As you know, the challenges created by the pandemic and
subsequent economic fallout continue. Since March 2020 the number of
families supported by the CCFP has increased more than five-fold. We do
not see this need ending anytime soon. Now we are facing a new surge due to
the termination of the short-term government assistance programs and the
unprecedented and sudden inflation of prices for food and household
supplies. Throughout this challenging period monetary donations have played a
critical role, enabling us to broaden our offerings of food, to purchase needed
equipment, and to work with local merchants, such as Baked by Susan and
Bagels on Hudson. Thank you for standing with us during this crisis. It makes
us stronger to know that we have your support, and that together we will be able
to continue serving our neighbors in need.
From the Seafarers International House
Thank you for having shared the joy of the season with seafarers who could not
be with their loved ones. On their behalf we thank you for your
generous donation of satchels, knitting, and supplies to fill them.
Seafarers need to be recognized as "essential workers." They are the ones who
ensure that many of our Christmas gifts arrived just in time this year. Your
satchels showed them that we appreciate their sacrifice in keeping the supply
chains moving. In the past weeks, our five port chaplains took thousands of
Christmas-At-Sea satchels that you helped fill to the ships before they left to
spend the holidays on sea. Check out our social media accounts on Instagram,
Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin to see posts of the happiness you brought to the
seafarers who felt the spirit of the season because of your generosity.
In the coming weeks, our port chaplains will resume helping seafarers get
vaccinated. Many wish to receive the vaccines before returning to their home
countries, where vaccines are not easily accessible.
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1
Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon
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Bible Study 7:00pm
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NA
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Second Lent

14
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& IN SANCTUARY
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Fourth Lent
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NA
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