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Vision Statement:

Our mission is to offer spiritual grounding and growth by
connecting with God and one another.

Mission Statement:

The Glory of
Sons Is
Their Fathers
Our vision is to provide meaningful, well-attended, active, and
growing worship, education, fellowship and service opportunities.
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Our Saviour Lutheran Church

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

-Sue Montgomery

On Palm Sunday, we read the lament from Psalm 31 on Palm Sunday:
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with
sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.” When we face sorrows, griefs,
trials and troubles, this is our cry, too. We need mercy and grace.
On Easter Sunday we recite this favorite verse from Psalm 118:24: “This is
the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” We rejoice
that the Resurrection has followed the Passion. We celebrate the Good
News together.
And then we hear during the Sundays of Easter that follow about the appearances Jesus makes to the disciples, and we hear the commandments in John
21 to “Tend my lambs” and “feed my sheep.” In this time, we renew our
commitment to mission. We seek to continue to follow His will.
A portion of the Council was able to meet in April with a representative from
our Synod, Director of Evangelical Mission, Branden Dupree. We spoke to
him of the history of our church, the small but mighty congregation that we
have today, and our hopes for our future mission. Our Council is taking care
of the day-to-day tasks of administration and oversight of the work of OSLC,
but also spending time in each meeting to consider long-range planning that
is needed. This month we looked at data that Mr. Dupree shared on the
community that surrounds our church. We will continue the conversations
more deeply at a Council retreat we are planning in the next two
months. Please continue to offer prayers for our work.
I close this month’s article with this: I give thanks for the many who offer
their time and talents to our church, to our community, and to the world.
For Pastor Justin, Phil and those who shared musical gifts during his absence, Melanie our Secretary, Mary our Sexton, readers, lectors, greeters,
worship assistant, the altar guild, Sunday school teachers, coffee hour hosts,
quilters, Lutheran World Relief service project workers, property care and
maintenance, committee members, council officers and members, counters,
choir members. And even with that long list, I am surely leaving out
important work! Thank you for all these gifts that you share to make our
congregation possible.
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Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

I first want to thank everyone who sent cards, gifts, and condolences. It has
meant so much to me and I am humbled by your love. Thank you so much.
While it is on my mind, I am going to make this newsletter article about
something you do not want to read about, but is important to talk about- death.
I know, I know, it is not easy, but this will not be a typical conversation about
it.
One of the questions often asked of me is about how parents can care for their
kids. I answer the question the same way each time- prearrange a funeral. I
know, you were not ready for that one or to even talk about that one, but as a
pastor, I can tell you some of the smoothest funerals happened because the
person prearranged the funeral. One went so far as to have songs and reading
picked in addition to having prepaid for funeral arrangements.
Here is why it will help. Emotions are incredibly high after a death, especially
the death of a parent. In the midst of these high emotions, decisions have to
then be made with a funeral homewhat type of casket, viewing or cremation,
what type of service, etc. I have sat in meetings on a few of these as clergy and
while most funeral directors are quite honest and caring, there are some for
whom this is a business. As a business, any upselling leads to more profit, just
like any other business. Things from brass fittings to sports team-themed
caskets (yes, they exist) to extra vault protection all are for sale. Now imagine
making these decisions while in mourning and it is extremely difficult. While
sitting in one of these types of meetings I kept interjecting asking “do you think
you really need a vault with extra waterproofing?” which did not please the
funeral director at the time.
What individuals also do not know is when you prearrange a funeral, the price
is set and done. Your kids/loved ones will not be charged anything extra even
if prices have gone up. I was an intern in PA with a historic cemetery. We had
some funerals where a great, great grandfather paid for 15+ plots at $.39 a plot.
Could you imagine trying to get a plot for $.39? The funeral I wrote about
earlier cost the person only $1500 when he paid for it and the daughter had
zero worries and could focus on mourning.
Again, this is something that no one wants to talk about, but it is so helpful.
Prearranging funerals, making sure your will is up to date and designations are
in order (many don’t think of adding the church, for example), setting up songs
and readings, and making sure DNRs or other medical orders are known by the
kids and your pastor. No one wants to think about this, but again as a pastor,
let me tell you how thinking about it can be so helpful to kids and loved ones.

Join us for Croton Summerfest, June 5!

The 34th annual Croton Summerfest will be held Sunday June 5, 1 – 6
p.m. on Grand Street and Old Post Road South. There will be an
opening parade, food vendors, live music and much more.
We will have a booth where we plan to raffle a quilt and spread the
word about our mission helping Lutheran World Relief.
https://lwr.org/ Part of the raffle proceeds will go to a local charity,
TBA.
Raffle tickets will be sold at the fair and during coffee hour on Sundays
May 22, 29 and June 5. The winning ticket will be drawn after the fair
closes. The winner need not be present.

Volunteers Needed
We welcome all volunteers, children and adults. For high school
students, this is a fun way to earn community service hours required
for graduation.
On three Sundays, May 22, 29 and June 5, we need volunteers to make
signs and sell raffles during coffee hour.

On June 5, we need volunteers to set up tables, chairs, canopy, signs,
etc. 10 a.m. – noon. We’ll need people to man our booth in one-hour
shifts between 1 and 6 p.m. and at least two people to clean up after
6 p.m. If you can help, look for Summerfest sign-up sheets in the link
or contact Karen P.
Join us for some fun and community outreach!

Croton Summerfest June 5, 1-6 p.m.

LWR HEALTH CARE KITS NEEDED

With the enormous number of people left homeless during
the war in Ukraine I am trying to get as many Heath Care
Kits together as possible. If anybody is willing to make a
contribution toward this
it would be very much
appreciated.
Thanks in advance
Frya

PROPERTY

SOCIAL MINISTRY

- Ken Gabrielsen

- Marilyn Grantner

Our Property Committee is always looking for HELPERS!!
There is always much to do to maintain our beautiful church grounds
as well as our church building.

On April 24 at the coffee hour, several members of the church
participated in cutting open t-shirts to be sewn into sleep gowns for our
LWR infant care kits. They were glad to be able to assist with a part of
the process to create these items for those in need.
On May 22 at coffee hour, there will be a table with items to create
fabric bundles for LWR. The fabric is already cut to length and spools
of thread are purchased. Please plan to assist in creating a fabric
bundle after church service.

All those who would like to lend a helping hand when needed.
Please contact Ken Gabrielsen, our Property Chair at (646) 208-4380.

Karen Polachek and I met with the director of Ossining Padres
Hispanos to tour their new space and see how we can be of assistance
to this group. Anna Guzman reports they have been in the new space
for a month and are still unpacking some items. She states that
their application for 501C3 has been approved and they now have tax
exempt status. They currently assist almost 700 immigrants from
Spanish speaking countries with needs such as free clothing, food
pantry items, OSHA training, humanitarian aid and English lessons
and much more. The food pantry is very low and would benefit from
donations. We will have a chest in the narthex to receive the following
items for them. They use dried beans and lentils (not black beans or
canned beans), rice (in large bags as they can breat the amounts down),
salt and pepper, cereal, sugar, flour, garlic powder, oats. Personal care
items are also accepted such as bar soap, razors, toothbrushes and
toothpaste, deodorant, female sanitary items and diapers.
I will be in touch with Anna as items arrive and let you know how they
are doing. We want to work with Ossining Padres Hispanos in
problem solving and finding solutions for their needs. Thank you for
all the assistance provided in our social activities.

Spring also means the grass is growing! We pay a service to mow our
lawns, and appreciate financial support for this activity. Can you
sponsor a week’s cost of $120, two weeks, or some other amount?
Every donation helps! Write a check and put the designated fund for
“Property Maintenance” in the Memo field.

Christian Crafters
What the

??????? … ?

Any guesses? If you guessed fiberfill …you are right! Cut and stored in
the cubbies left from the preschool.
How many 60 by 80 inch quilt fillers can we cut from a single roll of
fiberfill from OKlee, Minnesota? If you guessed 23, you are right!
Look down stairs in the LWR (Lutheran World Relief) Room and see
how many we have left. Any guesses?
How many quilts have we made in 5 years of making quilts? Darn if I
know. We failed to keep track. We made 43 in 2021, and 8 the first
year. My guess is over 100 maybe 120.
How many school bags have we made for Frya to fill with book supplies?
If you guessed 120, you are right again!
New dilemma… our old Singer sewing machine has been repaired
several times. It is now beyond fixing. What to do? Any suggestions?
Options: (we have thought of)
Buy a new machine? We haven’t that much money unless we get
some donations. Can you help?
Do you have a working machine, that doesn’t need repair, you are
willing to let us permanently borrow?
As this is being written, we have 21 more quilts finished and at least 3
quilt fronts made. We have about 25 school bags made. Our work
continues and we ask for your continued support.
Sincere thanks to everyone that has given us
support over the years with donations of fabrics,
threads and funds.
YOU have kept this ministry going for the last
5 years.
Thank you,
Lois Leonard
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