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Vision Statement:

Our mission is to offer spiritual grounding and growth by
connecting with God and one another.

Mission Statement:

The Glory of
Sons Is
Their Fathers
Our vision is to provide meaningful, well-attended, active, and
growing worship, education, fellowship and service opportunities.

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
56 Cleveland Drive
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
(914) 271-4632

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Help Us Plan Our 90th Anniversary
-Karen Polacek

We have started planning our 90th anniversary celebration, happening
October 14 - 15, 2023 (notice the year). While it seems far away, we will
need to start planning and creating special events leading up to the event.
We have a small oversight planning team who are coming up with ideas.
Here is what we will be looking for1. A Dinner Team- 2-3 people- this team will decide a dinner for
Saturday or Sunday, catered or uncatered, in a restaurant or not in a
restaurant, potluck or nine-course meal, and the program for that
evening. This may involve feeding a large number of people, anywhere
from 50-150. This team should be in place by December/January.
2. A Promotion Team- 3-5 people- this team will look at creating fliers,
ads, invites, and a special booklet around the history of the congregation.
This is a bigger team because it may involve a bit more work, especially if
we create a booklet or giveaway such as a commemorative plate or
ornament or other idea. This team should be in place by September/
October of this year.
3. A Worship Team- more than likely, this will be the worship team, but
if there are others who would like to get involved to create special music,
get people in place, and ensure we have speakers, we would love your
help.
A Special Gifts Team- 2-3 people- This may be the finance team or
another team who are not afraid of asking for donations, keeping the
books for our fundraising, and helping keep track of income and expenses
related to this anniversary. For example, we have already received some
special gifts as we get ready and we want to keep track of who has
donated for this event, so we can acknowledge them.
This is a big event, and we want to treat it that way. It should be a great
weekend. It seems so far away, but it will be here in no time. Our next
meeting is Oct. 4 at 10:30 a.m. Please contact Pastor or Melanie if you
can join us that day or if you would like to help in some other way.
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A Home for Ukrainian Families Fleeing War
Open Arms for Refugees

An Anniversary Approaches
Resettlement News & Needs
Almost one year after the fall of Kabul and the evacuation of 75,000
Afghans to the US, a bi-partisan group in the House and Senate has
introduced the Afghan Adjustment Act, to reassure these nowvetted men and women that they can remain in the U.S.
Otherwise, lest their "parole" status expire in one to two years, they
must go through a cumbersome (and wrenching) asylum process to
prove their past and prospective future persecution in Afghanistan.
Neighbors Link has helped prepare and file a 100-page application for
one Afghan household; a decision on asylum will be made within 45
days based on high stakes interview next week. A second family is
trying to work out with HIAS' overburdened attorneys how to move
their application forward. We are seeking counsel for a third who has
special "SIV" status for helping our military but is anxiously
preparing applications for her parents.
Our hearts are with our newest neighbors and the weight they
must carry.

Ah, the crunch of leaves will soon be under our feet. The beckoning of
pumpkins will come from behind Shop Rite. The cries of
“Sleeeeeeeepppppyyyyy Hooooolllllllooooowwww” will come from
storytellers (if you have never seen the storytellers in Sleepy Hollow, put
it on your to-do list). It is Fall in the Hudson Valley and time to see how
the Valley embraces its beauty and history. I am a Fall guy, so give me
this season any day of the week and I am a happy camper.

This year, at the National Assembly, a call was made to re-look at this
clause, but for the time being it is currently present.
I believe it matters. Every congregation and ministry I have served,
except 1, chose to become a Reconciling in Christ congregation. I
believe it matters to be open and affirming as it is our call from Christ. I
believe it matters, especially to our youth and young adults. I think it
matters to our members who are gay, lesbian, non binary, allies, queer,
and asexual. We do have members in all of those identities. It matters as
a congregation.
We will restart our discussions about becoming a RIC congregation in
the Fall. Look for further discussions.

Fall is a restarts, of a sort, at Our Saviour as Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult Bible studies restart. Activities begin to go into full swing
again and people return from vacations. Fall is a new start at church.

Thank You Croton

Pastor’s Message
- Rev. Justin Johnson

After worship one Sunday, one of our younger members handed me a
note. In it, the member asked if we can have a Pride flag. The member
had seen it hanging on a church while on vacation.
This got me motivated to restart a conversation that began in 2019 and
right before we were about to take a vote, the Coronavirus hit and
momentum stopped. The conversation we began in 2019 was to become
a Reconciling in Christ congregation. In short, it means we would make
a public proclamation that we were welcoming and affirming of
LGBTQIA+ individuals and if they came to our congregation, they
would be welcomed fully and wholly as they are.

In the beginning of 2020, we had a survey done where 100% of the
congregation was in favor of doing this with a few questions about what
it would mean. We had already changed our welcoming statement in our
bulletin and it has been in place for 2 years now. We had already talked
about what it would look like to be a welcoming community. It is
already part of our DNA. Yet, we never took the next step which was a
public declaration and vote of our intention.
Even though it is 2022 and the initial thought might be- Isn’t the ELCA
already affirming? The answer is, while the denomination is, not all
congregations are, so it is important to send a message that we love first
and want people to love whom they love. In the ELCA statement on
sexuality, there is a clause nicknamed the “bound conscious” clause
meaning, if a congregation would like to be part of the ELCA, but not
affirming in their stance toward LGBTQIA+ individuals, they can
choose not to welcome or call a pastor of that community. == >

-Marilyn Grantner

Hi all. I wanted to let you know I sent a letter to the editor of the
Gazette to thank residents of Croton for their support with all our efforts
for Lutheran World Relief. I am sending you a copy of what I wrote so
you have this to reference if needed.

To the Editor:
My name is Marilyn and I attend Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Croton on Hudson I would like to thank the residents of the
village of Croton on Hudson for the generous support they have
provided to make our donations to Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
possible. Perhaps you stopped by our table at summerfest and gave a
financial donation, bought a chance for the quilt or just took
information about what LWR is doing for Ukraine. We have received
t-shirts, fabric and other items which make it possible to create some of
the kits we send to LWR. We were able to send slightly over $12,000
this summer which was matched by LWR to make it double. On
Sunday, August 28, we blessed the quilts and kits which will be wrapped
and shipped to the LWR warehouse next week. We will pack 60 quilts,
60 health care kits, 14 infant care kits, 45 school bags filled with items
needed to learn and 22 fabric kits.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU
- Hospitality Committee

Evangelism and Outreach
God’s work. Our hands.
Our next outreach event will be a Tag Sale on Saturday,
October 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. coordinated by Lee Ann.
If you have useful household goods to donate (no clothing),
they can be left in the basement of the link on any Sunday.
Do not leave outside. Please bring only that which is in good,
clean condition. Let’s not overwhelm our volunteers with
having to wash things.
In the next few weeks we will be looking for people to
distribute signs, set up the night before, be there on Oct. 8 to
make the coffee, sell goods, bring things in at the end of the
day and then box up what is left. Please sign up if you can.
Many hands make light work.
We always raise more money than I think possible from these
tag sales. We can do it again with your help. We have not
decided on how we will use the funds raised, but welcome
your suggestions.
The tag sale is a “God’s work. Our hands.” event, so wear
your T-shirt!

For several weeks the refrigerator in the parish
hall had been “on again, off again.” Lucky for
us, Lois L. had a refrigerator to donate and we
didn’t have to buy one. It is a beautiful,
stainless steel, side-by-side model with plenty
of space for all of our needs.
Thank you, Lois!
Also, thank you to Ken G. and Erich P. who
moved the fridge for us. And another thank you to John M. who
updated the electrical outlet so it could be plugged in!
In addition, our smaller coffee maker was repaired by Bryan M.
Thank you, Bryan!
Summer is behind us and
cooler weather is ahead.
I hope everyone had the ability
to spend time with families and
friends during the summer.
We have completed and sent
our quilts and kits to Lutheran
World Relief.
This year we added fabric bundles. Several members of the
congregation enjoyed creating these during coffee hour. We will make
them again in the year ahead. We also were able to make items for the
infant care kits with t-shirts donated for the cause. Quilters
also continue to make quilts and school bags for the year ahead.
I will be in contact with Ossining Padres Hispanos to see what the need
is there for this autumn. As opportunities to provide service to those in
need arise, I will get the information to you.
If you hear of opportunities to provide services please let me know
about them. As it is said, It takes a village. Our christian community
looks to serve with needs where possible.
- Marilyn Grantner

Christian Crafters
Another year…
By the time you read this we will have displayed, blessed and
packed up another year of quits and bookbags. Between the 5 of us,
Kathleen Corcoran, Evelyn Garret, Lois Leonard, Karen Magerlein,
and Carol Swanson, we have completed about 60 quilts and 45
bookbags for Lutheran World Relief. Thanks to Karen Polacek for
keeping us up to date on council information. Thanks to Grace
Lutheran Church for being an “In Gathering” site for the NY Metro
area.
We are already looking forward to December’s Christmas Fair
here at Our Saviour. If you have any creative ideas that you would
like to pass on to us, let us know. Better yet, drop by Tuesday
morning, between 9am and noon, to share your ideas. We love the
company. We have more corks and spools than we know what to do
with. Any ideas? Would some of you join us if we offered an evening
craft meeting?

Our Saviour Christian Crafters thanks you for your support
through the year. We often arrive Tuesday morning to surprise gifts of
fabric and spools of thread.
Whomever our mystery donors are,
thank you. We now have a plastic
bin with a sign on it for those of you
that donate and are not sure where to
put their gifts.
Thank you,
Your Christian Crafters

Blessing of LWR Quilts and Kits, August 28
On Sunday, August 28 at 10 a.m. as we bless the quilts and kits created
in 2022 for Lutheran World Relief (LWR). This year, in addition to
personal care, baby care, and school kits, we tried something new fabric kits that provide the materials to teach individuals a marketable
skill.
After the blessing and viewing, everything will be packed up to be
brought to Grace Lutheran Church in Yorktown for their LWR
in-gathering the week of Sept. 7 – 10. We will need lots of boxes which
can be brought to the church starting mid-August and placed in the
downstairs hallway. Thank you to everyone who supports this mission!

SEPTEMBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

2022

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2

Thirteenth Pentecost

5

7

6

NA
AA

Fourteenth Pentecost

12

1pm - Croton 911
Remembrance

AA

19

10am - Indian Boarding
School Remembrance

Sixteenth Pentecost

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

7:00pm

NA

7:00pm

21

20

AA

26

7:00pm

27

NA

16

17

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm
AA

22

7:00pm

23

28

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

29

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon
NA

Church Council Meeting

15

7:00pm

7:00pm

24

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

25

10

AA

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

14

13
Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Fifteenth Pentecost

7:00pm

7:00pm

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

18

9

7:00pm

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

11

8

3

AA

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

4

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

AA

7:00pm

7:00pm

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

AA

30

7:00pm

OCTOBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

2022

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

1
AA

2

Seventeenth Pentecost

3

5

4

NA
AA

Eighteenth Pentecost

10

17

24

7:00pm

NA

7:00pm

NA

CONFIRMATION

15
AA

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

20

7:00pm

26
NA

Twenty-First Pentecost

14

21

7:00pm

22

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

27

AA

28

7:00pm

29

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Church Council Meeting

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

7:00pm

19

25

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

30

13

7:00pm

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon
AA

Twentieth Pentecost

12

18

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

23

AA

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

AA
Ninteenth Pentecost

8

7:00pm

7:00pm

11

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

16

7

Christian Crafters
9:00am –noon

Worship Service 10:00am
via Facebook & in Sanctuary

9

6

7:00pm

AA

31

All Saints Day

7:00pm

7:00pm

Al-Anon 1-2:00pm

NA

7:00pm

AA

7:00pm

