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_________________________________________________________________________________________                     

~ SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT ~ 
 

Order of Worship 
 

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in 

bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, (ELW).  

WE GATHER 

The ringing of the Morningstar  
 

 

Prelude  

 

Gathering Words 
In our Lenten series we’re embracing questions. 
 

We are pondering what we do not know, opening ourselves to uncertainty, 
holding space for discernment. This can feel 
Destabilizing. 
Challenging. 
Uncomfortable. 
 

Before we enter this searching time, let me tell you something unquestionably 
true. 
God loves you. God embraces you. And God uses everything— 
even the uncertain— 
to create love and connection. 
 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
When God made us, God knew what we needed to thrive. 
God made the earth creative and abundant. 
And God gave us partners for the planting, for the harvest, for the meal.  
 
But when God gives us an orchard, we hunger for more.  
Please join me as we confess our sins together. 
 



First, consider:  
Where have you gone wrong this week?  
How have you harmed your relationship with God, with your neighbor, and with 
yourself? 
 

 Silence for reflection.  
 

Now we confess our sins together. 
We know we have harmed each other  
and damaged our relationship with you. 
But we fear that admitting our sin will only drive us deeper into isolation. 
 

So we sneak a bite from the fruit that is not ours to take. 
Then we throw away the evidence of our disloyal decisions. 
We create distractions to hide what we have done. 
We point our fingers at the faults of others. 
We interrogate those who have no reason to lie.  
 

And we avoid you. 
 

God, you are perfect and holy. But we are imperfect and lonely. 
And you know we have broken trust, abandoned faith, invested in lies. 
You always discover the wreckage that bears our fingerprints. 
And our shame feels more intimate than your love. 
 

What have we done? 
 

Is it too late to receive your forgiveness? 
 

Friends, even when we sin, God does not accuse. 
God only asks what we have done so we can set down our guilt.  
And God only asks where we have gone because God wants to bring us back. 
+ Jesus died to reveal the limitless depth of God’s love. 
You can doubt this love. But you can never change the truth of it. 
God knows all and forgives all. 
The only question that remains is whether we can accept love so freely given. 
 

We do. We embrace your mercy, and we thank you, God.  
 



Hymn                         The God of Abraham Praise                    ELW#831  

 

 
Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 



Kyrie  
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day:   

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new 
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that 
by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Lesson                                              Genesis 12:1-4a 
1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I 
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
The Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm                                                                                               Psalm 121  
  

  1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5the LORD watches over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  



 

Second Lesson                                                                                     Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to 
the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who 
works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who 
without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it 
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 
us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

The Holy Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                            John 3:1-17  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not 
be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered 
him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.              
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon  
  
 



Hymn                                   O Christ, Our Hope                          ELW#604 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

For some, the Apostles’ Creed is like liturgical muscle memory: You can say it 
without thinking about it. 
 
Today we ask you to affirm your faith by answering questions so you might truly 
consider what you believe. If you feel unable to affirm your faith today, listen to 
those around you. Borrow some faith from them as we share these ancient 
words.  
 
Do you believe there is a God who made us? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe this God sent a child named Jesus to save this world? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe the Holy Spirit animates our faith and empowers the church 
today? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A BRIEF SILENCE 

O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. 
Bless lay theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are 
called to the ministry of teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work of 
the gospel. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. 
Guide the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth 
and who inspire us to care for the natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and 
oppression. Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony. 
Direct their work to alleviate human suffering and to address its root causes. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, 
depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear 
the cries of those who look to you in their distress. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight 
us with their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children 
and youth and equip us all for faithful discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a 
blessing to us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to 
those who come after us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

HERE OTHER INTERCESSIONS MAY BE OFFERED. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  



WE COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Please be seated. 

Offering & Preparation of the Table  
Financial offerings are received in the plates. They then make their way forward 
with the gifts of bread and wine. Please stand as the gifts come forward. 

 

 
Please Stand 

Offertory Canticle        

 

  
 

Offering Prayer 
After the offering is collected, you may pray:  
 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 



HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Dialogue     
Where is our God? 
God is here in this place. 
Where are your hearts? 
We have given them to God. 
What shall we do in the presence of our God? 
We shall give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 
Praise and thanks go to you, Great God, for at the beginning of time you 
wondered what your Spirit hovering over the water could bring forth: 
Sky and sea? Yes. 
Sun and moon? Yes. 
Land and plants and animals? 
People made in your divine image? 
The answer was yes. 
And you loved this answer. Everything you made was good. 
 
From the first days of humankind, when your people fell far from you in sin, 
you always lovingly inquired, Where are you? When they were enslaved, 
you questioned the oppressor’s true power to set your people free. 
When they were hungry, you sent them mysterious food. 
They asked, "What is it?" and the answer was good and sustaining. 
 
Any time your people were exiled and afraid, you asked the prophet 
if the dry bones of their self-inflicted pain could live anew. 
The answer was yes. 
 
Out of your unflinching yes for our salvation, you sent to us Jesus, a savior with 
questionable beginnings from a dubious place. When everyday people met your 
Son, they asked, “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” When religious leaders 
heard Christ’s teachings, they wondered, “Can these words come from the God 
we know?” Folks had their doubts, but Jesus’ faith compelled them to ask, 
“Is this really the one who will save us from our sins?” 
 
Christ’s abundant forgiveness to sinners, humiliating death at the hands of the 
state, and glorious resurrection from the depths of the tomb all answered yes. 
 
Now, humble people, we respond with our own affirmation. Is our God loving? 
Does our God work for the good of those who wait for justice? 
Does our God bring new life to those who have died? 
Yes,  
yes,  
yes. 



Sanctus 

 
 

 

Table Prayer:  
For all this, even the people who knew Jesus best carried doubts in their hearts. 
They lived under the burden of unanswered questions. And when Jesus 
gathered them for one last meal, uncertainty swirled in their hearts. 
 
So to explain God's love, and to show it and share it, Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup  
we never have to question 
your love for us, Great God. 
Now send the Spirit into this meal and into our hearts. 
Blend this food and drink with holiness. 
Fuse our searching souls with your perfect friendship, 
and we will become people who delight in what you have done 
and joyfully wonder what you shall make of us today. 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer 
Jesus, you asked us to ask you for anything we need. 
So we pray: …  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

      forever and ever. Amen  

 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
If you wonder whether God really wants you at this table, 
Jesus answers yes. 
Bring your unanswered questions with you, because the Spirit unquestionably 
beckons you to taste the truth of God’s love. 

 

Communion 

 

 

WE ARE SENT 

Sending:   
In the name of Jesus our Savior, go from this sanctuary into a world hungry for 
God’s love. The world beyond is no innocent nursery. Everywhere people hide 
from each other and from God because they feel vulnerable and ashamed. 
How can you call to them? How can you clothe them so they can stand tall 
again? 
 
 

Blessing: 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 
Amen. 
 



Hymn                      Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer               ELW#618 

 

 

Dismissal   
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude   
                           

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the World 

 



 

 Worship Service Today 
Greeters/Ushers ………..……………………TBD  
Lector…………………………..............Larry Moy 
Worship Assistant….……..LeeAnn McCarthy 
Hospitality…………….…………….Keil Family 
Altar Guild………………………Karen Polacek 
Offering Teller………………….…Dianne Carroll 

 

 

 

 

No Dedications 

This Week  

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
All March Newsletter Articles are due no later than tomorrow. 

Articles can be left on the secretaries desk or sent to church office email: mail@oursaviourcroton.org  
 

 

 

Weekly Devotional Readings & Next Sunday’s Readings 
Monday: Psalm 128; Numbers 21:4-9; Hebrews 3:1-6. 

Tuesday: Psalm 128; Romans 4:6-13; Isaiah 65:17-25. 

Wednesday: Psalm 128; Ezekiel 36:22-32; John 7:53-8:11. 

Thursday: Psalm 95; Exodus 16:1-8; Colossians 1:15-23. 

Friday: Psalm 95; Exodus 16:9-21; Ephesians 2:11-22. 

Saturday: Psalm 95; Exodus 16:27-35; John 4:1-6. 

 
Third Sunday in Lent – March 12:  

Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11; Psalm 95 
John 4:5-42. 

 

  C 
  

Peggy Bahrenburg 
Nancy Sanchez-Clark 

Mary Comas 
Theresa Cooney 
Warren Dunham 

Greg Evans 
Sue Feir 
Erna Firl 

Gerold Firl 
Philip Herbert 
Sally Herzog 
Arlita Hoyt 

Leon Johnson 
For Karen 

Dennis Kenney 
JoAnn Marone  
Joan Mozayeni 

Richard Neumann 
Chris Olszanski 
Kolbe Olszanski 

Josie Quijada 
John Piccuci 
Deanna Platt 

 

  
 

John Reehill 
Ruth Priolo 
Bob Riekert 

Stephanie Roumanis 
Carol Roy 

Charlotte Szabo 
  

For Those Serving in Armed 
Forces 

Marc D’Allesandro 
Cameron Frasier 

Michael Gabrielsen 
Steve Gallo 
Ned Lash 

Vincent Montera 
Jack O’Brien 

Patrick O'Connor 
Rev. Anthony  

Stephens 
Kyle Thompson 

Amber Thompson 

Other Concerns of Our Community 
 

 

Bishop Paul Egensteiner and his staff. 

For those who would dare to bring peace. 

For the President and his administration. 

Communities of Faith in & around Croton. 

For refugees suffering in camps around  
    the world. 

For food to feed all those who hunger. 
 

             
  

 

 
 

 

 

Those With Special Needs & Concerns 



 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with the 

challenges of life?  Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and example 

have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions. Jesus’ life 

was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word through him 

waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good! 

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear Good 

News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities, 

political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions. We invite 

you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any member for further details. 

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a 

schedule of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back 

cover. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed all 

without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a church 

member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

        
 

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church 
                                     Rev. Justin Johnson, Pastor 

Phill Greenland, Music Minister 
Sunday School                                                            9:00 am 
Sunday Worship Service                                          10:00 am 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am – 12:00 noon;  
             Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor’s Days Off.  
 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
             Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632       Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601 

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org 
Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006. 

 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 
 

ONELICENCE number: 731276-A;   

 

 

 

            Our Saviour       Your Saviour     Our Saviour  


