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_________________________________________________________________________________________                     

~ THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT ~ 
 

Order of Worship 
 

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in 

bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, (ELW).  

WE GATHER 

The ringing of the Morningstar  
 

 

Prelude  

 

Gathering Words 
In our Lenten series we’re embracing questions. 
 

We are pondering what we do not know, opening ourselves to uncertainty, 
holding space for discernment. This can feel 
Destabilizing. 
Challenging. 
Uncomfortable. 
 

Before we enter this searching time, let me tell you something unquestionably 
true. 
God loves you. God embraces you. And God uses everything— 
even the uncertain— 
to create love and connection. 
 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
When God made us, God knew what we needed to thrive. 
God made the earth creative and abundant. 
And God gave us partners for the planting, for the harvest, for the meal.  
 
But when God gives us an orchard, we hunger for more.  
Please join me as we confess our sins together. 
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First, consider:  
Where have you gone wrong this week?  
How have you harmed your relationship with God, with your neighbor, and with 
yourself? 
 

 Silence for reflection.  
 

Now we confess our sins together. 
We know we have harmed each other  
and damaged our relationship with you. 
But we fear that admitting our sin will only drive us deeper into isolation. 
 

So we sneak a bite from the fruit that is not ours to take. 
Then we throw away the evidence of our disloyal decisions. 
We create distractions to hide what we have done. 
We point our fingers at the faults of others. 
We interrogate those who have no reason to lie.  
 

And we avoid you. 
 

God, you are perfect and holy. But we are imperfect and lonely. 
And you know we have broken trust, abandoned faith, invested in lies. 
You always discover the wreckage that bears our fingerprints. 
And our shame feels more intimate than your love. 
 

What have we done? 
 

Is it too late to receive your forgiveness? 
 

Friends, even when we sin, God does not accuse. 
God only asks what we have done so we can set down our guilt.  
And God only asks where we have gone because God wants to bring us back. 
+ Jesus died to reveal the limitless depth of God’s love. 
You can doubt this love. But you can never change the truth of it. 
God knows all and forgives all. 
The only question that remains is whether we can accept love so freely given. 
 

We do. We embrace your mercy, and we thank you, God.  
 



Hymn                  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing             ELW#807  

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



Kyrie  
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day:   

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well 
that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Lesson                                                 Exodus 17:1-7 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 
by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, 
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the 
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the 
LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did 
so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD 
among us or not?” 
 
 
The Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 
 



Psalm                                                                                                 Psalm 95  
  

  1Come, let us sing to the LORD; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 
 3For you, LORD, are a great God, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours. 
 5The sea is yours, for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the LORD our maker.  
 7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture  
       and the sheep of God’s hand. 
  Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 
 8“Harden not your hearts, 
  as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 
 9There your ancestors tested me, 
  they put me to the test, though they had seen my works. 
 10Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, 
  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’ 
 11Indeed swore in my anger, 
  ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ”  



 

Second Lesson                                                                                                       Romans 5:1-11 
 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, 
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope 
does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for 
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, 
now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from 
the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we 
be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

The Holy Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                             John 4:5-42  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 4th chapter. 

 
5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out 
by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do 
you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave 
us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of 
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 
 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have 
now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, 
“Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 
but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 
24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, 
the one who is speaking to you.” 
 27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking 
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking 
with her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She 
said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on their 



way to him. 
 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he 
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples 
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus 
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell 
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The 
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
 39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 
41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is 
no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.              
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon  
  
 



Hymn                 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds              ELW#620 

 
 

 

 

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

For some, the Apostles’ Creed is like liturgical muscle memory: You can say it 
without thinking about it. 
 
Today we ask you to affirm your faith by answering questions so you might truly 
consider what you believe. If you feel unable to affirm your faith today, listen to 
those around you. Borrow some faith from them as we share these ancient 
words.  
 
Do you believe there is a God who made us? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe this God sent a child named Jesus to save this world? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe the Holy Spirit animates our faith and empowers the church 
today? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A BRIEF SILENCE 

We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and inter-
religious dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and 
congregational leaders. Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the 
gospel, that all experience your life-giving love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the 
earth and seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the 
diversity and preservation of life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate 
us from our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where diversity 
of gender, race, language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and 
affirmed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who 
are lonely, and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live 
with chronic illness or other sickness. Give them your living water always. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, especially those preparing for baptism. 
Nurture their faith and pour your love into their hearts. Inspire our community 
by their testimony to God’s grace in their lives. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We give thanks for the lives of all your saints. Their hope in you sustained 
lives of faith and service. Encourage us with the hope they shared in you. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

HERE OTHER INTERCESSIONS MAY BE OFFERED. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  



WE COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Please be seated. 

Offering & Preparation of the Table  
Financial offerings are received in the plates. They then make their way forward 
with the gifts of bread and wine. Please stand as the gifts come forward. 

 

 
Please Stand 

Offertory Canticle        

 

  
 

Offering Prayer 
After the offering is collected, you may pray:  
 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 



HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Dialogue     
Where is our God? 
God is here in this place. 
Where are your hearts? 
We have given them to God. 
What shall we do in the presence of our God? 
We shall give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 
Praise and thanks go to you, Great God, for at the beginning of time you 
wondered what your Spirit hovering over the water could bring forth: 
Sky and sea? Yes. 
Sun and moon? Yes. 
Land and plants and animals? 
People made in your divine image? 
The answer was yes. 
And you loved this answer. Everything you made was good. 
 
From the first days of humankind, when your people fell far from you in sin, 
you always lovingly inquired, Where are you? When they were enslaved, 
you questioned the oppressor’s true power to set your people free. 
When they were hungry, you sent them mysterious food. 
They asked, "What is it?" and the answer was good and sustaining. 
 
Any time your people were exiled and afraid, you asked the prophet 
if the dry bones of their self-inflicted pain could live anew. 
The answer was yes. 
 
Out of your unflinching yes for our salvation, you sent to us Jesus, a savior with 
questionable beginnings from a dubious place. When everyday people met your 
Son, they asked, “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” When religious leaders 
heard Christ’s teachings, they wondered, “Can these words come from the God 
we know?” Folks had their doubts, but Jesus’ faith compelled them to ask, 
“Is this really the one who will save us from our sins?” 
 
Christ’s abundant forgiveness to sinners, humiliating death at the hands of the 
state, and glorious resurrection from the depths of the tomb all answered yes. 
 
Now, humble people, we respond with our own affirmation. Is our God loving? 
Does our God work for the good of those who wait for justice? 
Does our God bring new life to those who have died? 
Yes,  
yes,  
yes. 



Sanctus 

 
 

 

Table Prayer:  
For all this, even the people who knew Jesus best carried doubts in their hearts. 
They lived under the burden of unanswered questions. And when Jesus 
gathered them for one last meal, uncertainty swirled in their hearts. 
 
So to explain God's love, and to show it and share it, Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup  
we never have to question 
your love for us, Great God. 
Now send the Spirit into this meal and into our hearts. 
Blend this food and drink with holiness. 
Fuse our searching souls with your perfect friendship, 
and we will become people who delight in what you have done 
and joyfully wonder what you shall make of us today. 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer 
Jesus, you asked us to ask you for anything we need. 
So we pray: …  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

      forever and ever. Amen  

 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
If you wonder whether God really wants you at this table, 
Jesus answers yes. 
Bring your unanswered questions with you, because the Spirit unquestionably 
beckons you to taste the truth of God’s love. 

 

Communion 

 

 

WE ARE SENT 

Sending:   
Go now to serve the Messiah Jesus, the source of living water. 
As you leave, remember the disciples who came upon Jesus 
speaking to that Samaritan woman by the well. 
They were too bashful to ask why Jesus would speak with someone like her. 
Where do you least expect to find Jesus? 

 
 

Blessing: 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 



Hymn                          Praise the Lord! O Heavens                      ELW#823 

 

Dismissal   
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   
                           

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the World 

 



 

 Worship Service Today 
Greeters/Ushers ………..……………………TBD  
Lector………………………….…John Magerlein 
Worship Assistant….……..LeeAnn McCarthy 
Hospitality…………….………Karen Magerlein 
Altar Guild…………………  LeeAnn McCarthy 
Offering Teller……………………..…Frya Barnes 

 

 

 

 

No Dedications 

This Week  

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Devotional Readings & Next Sunday’s Readings 
Monday: Psalm 81; Genesis 24:1-27; 2 John 1-13. 

Tuesday: Psalm 81; Genesis 29:1-14; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4. 

Wednesday: Psalm 81; Jeremiah 2:4-13; John 7:14-31, 37-39. 

Thursday: Psalm 23; 1 Samuel 15:10-21; Ephesians 4:25-32. 

Friday: Psalm 23; 1 Samuel 15:22-31; Ephesians 5:1-9. 

Saturday: Psalm 23; 1 Samuel 15:32-34; John 1:1-9. 

 
Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 19:  

1 Samuel 16:1-13; Ephesians 5:8-14; Psalm 23 
John 9:1-41. 

 

  C 
  

Peggy Bahrenburg 
Nancy Sanchez-Clark 

Mary Comas 
Warren Dunham 

Greg Evans 
Sue Feir 
Erna Firl 

Gerold Firl 
Philip Herbert 
Sally Herzog 
Arlita Hoyt 

Leon Johnson 
For Karen 

Dennis Kenney 
JoAnn Marone  
Joan Mozayeni 

Richard Neumann 
Chris Olszanski 
Kolbe Olszanski 

Josie Quijada 
John Piccuci 
Deanna Platt  

  
 

John Reehill 
Ruth Priolo 
Bob Riekert 

Stephanie Roumanis 
Carol Roy 

Charlotte Szabo 
  

For Those Serving in Armed 
Forces 

Marc D’Allesandro 
Cameron Frasier 

Michael Gabrielsen 
Steve Gallo 
Ned Lash 

Vincent Montera 
Jack O’Brien 

Patrick O'Connor 
Rev. Anthony  

Stephens 
Kyle Thompson 

Amber Thompson 

Other Concerns of Our Community 
 

 

Bishop Paul Egensteiner and his staff. 

For those who would dare to bring peace. 

For the President and his administration. 

Communities of Faith in & around Croton. 

For refugees suffering in camps around  
    the world. 

For food to feed all those who hunger. 
 

             
  

 

 
 

 

 

Those With Special Needs & Concerns 



 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with the 

challenges of life?  Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and example 

have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions. Jesus’ life 

was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word through him 

waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good! 

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear Good 

News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities, 

political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions. We invite 

you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any member for further details. 

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a 

schedule of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back 

cover. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed all 

without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a church 

member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

        
 

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church 
                                     Rev. Justin Johnson, Pastor 

Phill Greenland, Music Minister 
Sunday School                                                            9:00 am 
Sunday Worship Service                                          10:00 am 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am – 12:00 noon;  
             Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor’s Days Off.  
 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
             Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632       Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601 

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org 
Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006. 

 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 
 

ONELICENCE number: 731276-A;   

 

 

 

            Our Saviour       Your Saviour     Our Saviour  
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