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_________________________________________________________________________________________                     

~ FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT ~ 
 

Order of Worship 
 

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in 

bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, (ELW).  

WE GATHER 

The ringing of the Morningstar  
 

 

Prelude  

 

Gathering Words 
In our Lenten series we’re embracing questions. 
 

We are pondering what we do not know, opening ourselves to uncertainty, 
holding space for discernment. This can feel 
Destabilizing. 
Challenging. 
Uncomfortable. 
 

Before we enter this searching time, let me tell you something unquestionably 
true. 
God loves you. God embraces you. And God uses everything— 
even the uncertain— 
to create love and connection. 
 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
When God made us, God knew what we needed to thrive. 
God made the earth creative and abundant. 
And God gave us partners for the planting, for the harvest, for the meal.  
 
But when God gives us an orchard, we hunger for more.  
Please join me as we confess our sins together. 
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First, consider:  
Where have you gone wrong this week?  
How have you harmed your relationship with God, with your neighbor, and with 
yourself? 
 

 Silence for reflection.  
 

Now we confess our sins together. 
We know we have harmed each other  
and damaged our relationship with you. 
But we fear that admitting our sin will only drive us deeper into isolation. 
 

So we sneak a bite from the fruit that is not ours to take. 
Then we throw away the evidence of our disloyal decisions. 
We create distractions to hide what we have done. 
We point our fingers at the faults of others. 
We interrogate those who have no reason to lie.  
 

And we avoid you. 
 

God, you are perfect and holy. But we are imperfect and lonely. 
And you know we have broken trust, abandoned faith, invested in lies. 
You always discover the wreckage that bears our fingerprints. 
And our shame feels more intimate than your love. 
 

What have we done? 
 

Is it too late to receive your forgiveness? 
 

Friends, even when we sin, God does not accuse. 
God only asks what we have done so we can set down our guilt.  
And God only asks where we have gone because God wants to bring us back. 
+ Jesus died to reveal the limitless depth of God’s love. 
You can doubt this love. But you can never change the truth of it. 
God knows all and forgives all. 
The only question that remains is whether we can accept love so freely given. 
 

We do. We embrace your mercy, and we thank you, God.  
 



Hymn                       I Want Jesus to Walk with Me                    ELW#325  

 

 



Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Kyrie  
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day:   

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Lesson                                          1 Samuel 16:1-13 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 
the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what 
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; 
I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to 
the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 
anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look 
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 
for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of  these.”
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11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains 
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent 
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
The Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

Psalm                                                                                                 Psalm 23  
  

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
     evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
 
 

Second Lesson                                                                                                  Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try 
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what 
such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
 
The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 
 



The Holy Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                             John 9:1-41  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter. 

 
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 
blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But 
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The 
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said 
to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now 
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then 
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to 
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do 
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 



24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, 
“I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened 
my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man 
were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell 
me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 
the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the 
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now 
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.              
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon  
  
 



Hymn                Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound             ELW#779 

 
 

 

 



 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

For some, the Apostles’ Creed is like liturgical muscle memory: You can say it 
without thinking about it. 
 
Today we ask you to affirm your faith by answering questions so you might truly 
consider what you believe. If you feel unable to affirm your faith today, listen to 
those around you. Borrow some faith from them as we share these ancient 
words.  
 
Do you believe there is a God who made us? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Do you believe this God sent a child named Jesus to save this world? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe the Holy Spirit animates our faith and empowers the church 
today? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A BRIEF SILENCE 

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of 
Christ forever in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for 
justice and peace in all the earth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing 
you have made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your 
creation, from the grandest mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads 
of state and elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to 
remove barriers that impede the well-being of all. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. 
Keep watch over those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those 
who grieve. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. 
Feed us with hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this 
congregation and community. Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who 
cared for your people. We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of 
others and continue to inspire us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

HERE OTHER INTERCESSIONS MAY BE OFFERED. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  



WE COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Please be seated. 

Offering & Preparation of the Table  
Financial offerings are received in the plates. They then make their way forward 
with the gifts of bread and wine. Please stand as the gifts come forward. 

 

 
Please Stand 

Offertory Canticle        

 

  
 

Offering Prayer 
After the offering is collected, you may pray:  
 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 



HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Dialogue     
Where is our God? 
God is here in this place. 
Where are your hearts? 
We have given them to God. 
What shall we do in the presence of our God? 
We shall give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 
Praise and thanks go to you, Great God, for at the beginning of time you 
wondered what your Spirit hovering over the water could bring forth: 
Sky and sea? Yes. 
Sun and moon? Yes. 
Land and plants and animals? 
People made in your divine image? 
The answer was yes. 
And you loved this answer. Everything you made was good. 
 
From the first days of humankind, when your people fell far from you in sin, 
you always lovingly inquired, Where are you? When they were enslaved, 
you questioned the oppressor’s true power to set your people free. 
When they were hungry, you sent them mysterious food. 
They asked, "What is it?" and the answer was good and sustaining. 
 
Any time your people were exiled and afraid, you asked the prophet 
if the dry bones of their self-inflicted pain could live anew. 
The answer was yes. 
 
Out of your unflinching yes for our salvation, you sent to us Jesus, a savior with 
questionable beginnings from a dubious place. When everyday people met your 
Son, they asked, “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” When religious leaders 
heard Christ’s teachings, they wondered, “Can these words come from the God 
we know?” Folks had their doubts, but Jesus’ faith compelled them to ask, 
“Is this really the one who will save us from our sins?” 
 
Christ’s abundant forgiveness to sinners, humiliating death at the hands of the 
state, and glorious resurrection from the depths of the tomb all answered yes. 
 
Now, humble people, we respond with our own affirmation. Is our God loving? 
Does our God work for the good of those who wait for justice? 
Does our God bring new life to those who have died? 
Yes,  
yes,  
yes. 



Sanctus 

 
 

 

Table Prayer:  
For all this, even the people who knew Jesus best carried doubts in their hearts. 
They lived under the burden of unanswered questions. And when Jesus 
gathered them for one last meal, uncertainty swirled in their hearts. 
 
So to explain God's love, and to show it and share it, Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup  
we never have to question 
your love for us, Great God. 
Now send the Spirit into this meal and into our hearts. 
Blend this food and drink with holiness. 
Fuse our searching souls with your perfect friendship, 
and we will become people who delight in what you have done 
and joyfully wonder what you shall make of us today. 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer 
Jesus, you asked us to ask you for anything we need. 
So we pray: …  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

      forever and ever. Amen  

 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
If you wonder whether God really wants you at this table, 
Jesus answers yes. 
Bring your unanswered questions with you, because the Spirit unquestionably 
beckons you to taste the truth of God’s love. 

 

Communion 

 

 

WE ARE SENT 

Sending:   
Now go from this place to serve Jesus, the eye-opening God. 
As you follow Jesus, you will encounter illness and suffering. 
You will wonder why God’s blessings seems so unevenly spread 
across humanity. 
Yet Jesus still reveals God’s work through us. 
Why do we struggle to believe? 
What will happen when you ask God to do the unexpected? 

 
 

Blessing: 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 



Hymn                    Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                    ELW#789 

 

Dismissal   
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   
                           

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the World 



 

 Worship Service Today 
Greeters/Ushers ………..……………………TBD  
Lector………………………………………..…TBD 
Worship Assistant….……..LeeAnn McCarthy 
Hospitality…………….………Karen Magerlein 
Altar Guild……………………  Karen Polachek 
Offering Teller…………….……Karen Magerlein 

 

 

 

 

No Dedications 

This Week  

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please join us on Palm Sunday for a special recognition of the Esteves Family as they move out of 

the Croton area. 
 

 

 

Weekly Devotional Readings & Next Sunday’s Readings 
Monday: Psalm 89:1-29; 2 Samuel 7:4, 8-16; Romans 4:13-18. 

Tuesday: Psalm 146; Colossians 1:9-14; Isaiah 42:14-21. 

Wednesday: Psalm 146; Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34. 

Thursday: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:8-3:3; Psalm 130.  

Friday: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19. 

Saturday: Psalm 45; Isaiah 7:10-14; Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38. 

 
Fifth Sunday in Lent – March 26:  

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11; Psalm 130 
John 11:1-45. 

 

  C 
  

Peggy Bahrenburg 
Nancy Sanchez-Clark 

Mary Comas 
Warren Dunham 

Greg Evans 
Sue Feir 
Erna Firl 

Gerold Firl 
Philip Herbert 
Sally Herzog 
Arlita Hoyt 

Leon Johnson 
For Karen 

Dennis Kenney 
JoAnn Marone  
Joan Mozayeni 

Richard Neumann 
Chris Olszanski 
Kolbe Olszanski 

Josie Quijada 
John Piccuci 
Deanna Platt  

  
 

John Reehill 
Ruth Priolo 
Bob Riekert 

Stephanie Roumanis 
Carol Roy 

Charlotte Szabo 
  

For Those Serving in Armed 
Forces 

Marc D’Allesandro 
Cameron Frasier 

Michael Gabrielsen 
Steve Gallo 
Ned Lash 

Vincent Montera 
Jack O’Brien 

Patrick O'Connor 
Rev. Anthony  

Stephens 
Kyle Thompson 

Amber Thompson 

Other Concerns of Our Community 
 

 

Bishop Paul Egensteiner and his staff. 

For those who would dare to bring peace. 

For the President and his administration. 

Communities of Faith in & around Croton. 

For refugees suffering in camps around  
    the world. 

For food to feed all those who hunger. 
 

             
  

 

 
 

 

 

Those With Special Needs & Concerns 



 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with the 

challenges of life?  Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and example 

have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions. Jesus’ life 

was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word through him 

waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good! 

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear Good 

News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities, 

political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions. We invite 

you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any member for further details. 

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a 

schedule of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back 

cover. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed all 

without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a church 

member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

        
 

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church 
                                     Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor 

Phill Greenland, Music Minister 
Sunday School                                                            9:00 am 
Sunday Worship Service                                          10:00 am 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am – 12:00 noon;  
             Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor’s Days Off.  
 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
             Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632       Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601 

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org 
Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006. 

 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 
 

ONELICENCE number: 731276-A;   

 

 

 

            Our Saviour       Your Saviour     Our Saviour  
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