Our Saviour Lutheran Church

56 Cleveland Drive Croton on Hudson New York 10520
E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org  Telephone: (914) 271 4632

May 18, 2025

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Order of Worship

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in bold.
Hymns are taken from our hymnal, the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).

WE GATHER
Centering Music

The ringing of the Morningstar
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of * the One

who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
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Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Hymn

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

ELW#631

0 ; | .
- I | { | | |
'Ian‘F,- | 1) i i X &
A\ V.4 -
e Syt © fr
1 Love di - vine, all cel of heav’n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy - Spir - - to ev - ’ry
3 Come, Al - might - Yy, liv us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy a - and spot - less
> S £
g 4' )f el ﬂ | F £ r
" = |
I i ! —r
0 : | |
" A | | | | | | 1 |
I b | I L 1) 1 AN | | () &

=

iy R

earth come down! Fix us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let all in thee i her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re - turn, nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
S A -
e )
e ei——g jde Lee oo - =
| : : ; 5
| | I I |
9 T T T | f } == T
©” ) = R
ANAV4 7 - = &
) [ [— ot
faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je sus, all com - pas - sion,
find thy prom-ised rest. Take a - love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo in - to glo - ry,
4 . <y E Y
e e = £ a4 d
y AR | 1 |
P t 1 [ T
=1 |
0 ; ; | ; | |
A ‘l\ I 1| | I | | { |
7 e | —T | |
pure, un - bound - ed art; - it us with
Al - pha and O - be; of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts bove, and praise thee
till in heav’'n we place, we cast our
s < - = : 4 -
b 1 b | |
ZP T I et 1 I e e
! r I



0 ; i p——r——r— | | | | ;
P ” AN | L | [ I | | 1| I | I [ T I I 1 1 i |
I | I 1| I [ . } i 1 | 1 1 Il |
1 .
~ — - S !
thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and ©praise!
T s
ax - h} I J I’J‘ r T E —1'- -1'- f_ T 7 * T g: n |
= ¥ 1 1] | I | 1 1l ]
25 : Ler —H ’.—H—T.—Hﬂ—? H 1
% [ | I 3 N [ 1



Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing.
Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by
your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD



First Lesson Acts 11:1-18

1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, 5“l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance | saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.

6 As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles,
and birds of the air. 7| also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; Kill
and eat.’ 8 But | replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean
has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a second time the voice answered from
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make
a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied
me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon,
who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your
entire household will be saved.” 15 And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And | remembered
the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them the same gift
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that |
could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm Psalm 148
1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2 Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.



4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
6 who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8 fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9 mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12 young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!

Second Reading Revelation 21:1-6
11 saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, the new



Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’
6 Then he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water

of life.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Alleluia Verse
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The Holy Gospel

Gospel Reading John 13:31-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, | am with
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now |
say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ 34 | give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
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Please stand as we gather at the font.

Welcome and Words of Introduction

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from
sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all
the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit,
and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

The Liturgy of Holy Baptism

Presentation of the Candidate

Who presents this child to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism?

Parents and Godparents respond

We present James for Baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have your child baptized into Christ?

All respond

We do.

As you bring James to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with him among God's faithful people,

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture him in faith and prayer,

so that he may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help James grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors:



Sponsors, do you promise to nurture him in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and
in communion with the church?

We do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support James and pray for him in his new
life in Christ?
We do.

Profession of Faith

The presiding minister addresses the parents and sponsors.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidate and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried,;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Thanksgiving at the Font
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family,
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin
and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.

Baptism

Water is poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister says:
James, | baptize you in the name of the Father,

Water is poured on the candidate's head a second time:

and of the Son,



Water is poured on the candidate's head a third time:

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life.

Sustain James with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the
baptized. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:

James, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

Welcome & Giving of the Baptism Candle

A lighted baptismal candle is presented to the baptized, with the instruction...
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative
and redeeming word to all the world.

Remain standing as baptismal party return to their seats






Prayers of the People
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those
often overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder
of your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to
preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those
in power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have
sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring
trauma, experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or
facing iliness. Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly
marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of
systemic oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our
collective body in this community and beyond. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear withess to your redeeming
love. Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are

always with us, in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Please be seated.
Offering

Financial offerings are received in the plates. Please stand as the gifts come forward.

This QR code links
to our PayPal account
and may be used to make
a one-time gift.

Musical Offering

Please Stand
Offertory Canticle As the Grains of Wheat
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Prayer of Dedication
Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace

along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again, breathe your life into us
and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world
Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.




For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Please Sit

The Distribution

There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

All the baptized are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those
not receiving may come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in
prayer.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen

Post-Communion Sentence

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to
tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a
wounded and weary world.

Amen.

WE ARE SENT

Blessing
The triune God
who was, who is and who is to come,

Sovereign * Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.
Amen.
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Charge
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the World
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wishing all our Moms a Happy Mother’s Day!

Final Call for the May/June Newsletter. All those with articles, please submit them to the
church office by this Tuesday, May 20.

Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am-12noon & First Saturday of the month from 1-4pm.

Croton Chorale presents “A Musical Menagerie” Saturday May 31, 7pm at Asbury UMC.
Tickets are $20-Adults & $10-Children & Students. All proceeds to benefit the Croton /
Cortlandt Food Bank.

Weekly Devotional Readings & Next Sunday’s Readings
Monday: Psalm 133; 1 Samuel 20:1-23, 35-42; Acts 11:19-26.
Tuesday: Acts 11:27-30; Psalm 133; 2 Samuel 1:4-27.
Wednesday: Leviticus 19:9-18; Psalm 133; Luke 10:25-28.
Thursday: Psalm 67; Acts 15:36-41; Proverbs 2:1-5.
Friday: Psalm 67; Acts 16:1-8; Proverbs 2:6-8.
Saturday: Proverbs 2:9-15; Psalm 67; Luke 19:1-10.

Sixth Sunday of Easter — May 25:

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5;
John 14:23-29.

Those With Special Needs & Concerns Other Concerns of Our Community
PRAYER LIST SERVING IN ARMED FORCES Bishop Paul Egensteiner and his staff.
For those who would dare to bring peace.
John Nurmi Michael Gabrielsen For the President and his administration.
Arlita Hoyt Jack O’Brien Communities of Faith in & around
Christine Olszanski Croton.
Kolbe Olszanski For refugees suffering in camps around

Deanna Platt ! BQMZMK@Y the world.

Bob Riekert For food to feed all those who hunger.
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Weleome fo Our Saviour

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with the
challenges of life? Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and example
have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions. Jesus’ life
was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word through him
waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good!

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear Good
News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities,
political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions. We invite
you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any member for further details.
You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a
schedule of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back
cover.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed all
without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a church
member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor
Phill Greenland, Music Minister
Sunday School 9:00 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am — 12:00 noon,;
Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor’'s Days Off.

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm
Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632 Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
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