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December 25, 2025 

__________________________________________ 

     CHRISTMAS DAY           

________________________________________________________________ 

                                              Order of Worship 
The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in bold. 
Hymns are taken from our hymnal, the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).  

 

 

              WE GATHER 

Centering Music  
 

The ringing of the Morningstar  
 

Prelude 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
We admit our sins 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God-with-us, 
we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, 
claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 
We have made power and wealth our idols, 
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 
We have overlooked the shepherds, 
expecting good news in prettier packaging. 
Too often, we have valued violence 
instead of your peace. 
Turn us from our ways to your ways. 
Grant us the grace to begin again. 
Free us from all that keeps us bound, 
and forgive our sin, 
through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen. 
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Hear the good news and rejoice! You are God’s chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, ☩ forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn                         O Come, All Ye Faithful                               ELW 283 

                                                                              

 

  



 

Apostolic Greeting      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all 
And also with you. 
 

 

 

Gloria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer of the Day 

 Let us pray.  
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower 
us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Lesson                                                                                               Isaiah 62:6-12 

   6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; 
 all day and all night they shall never be silent. 
 You who remind the Lord, take no rest, 
 7 and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem 
  and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 
 8 The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: 
 I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, 
 and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; 
 9 but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the Lord, 
 and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. 
 
 10 Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; 
 build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, 
  lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
 11 The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: 
 Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; 
 his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” 
 12 They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord“; 
 and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.” 
 
The Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Psalm                                                                                                  Psalm 97 
 1 The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; 
  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 2 Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, 
  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
 3 Fire goes before the Lord, 
  burning up enemies on every side. 
 4 Lightnings light up the world; 
  the earth sees and trembles. 
 5 The mountains melt like wax 
  before the Lord of all the earth. 
 6 The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, 
  and all the peoples see your glory.  
 7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 
  Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 
 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 
  because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 9 For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; 
  you are exalted far above all gods. 
 10 You who love the Lord, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the  
       hand of the wicked.  
 11 Light dawns for the righteous, 
  and joy for the honest of heart. 
 12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s holy name.  

 

 

Second Reading                                                                                        Titus 3:4-7 
4 When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he 
saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 
6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, 
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope  
of eternal life. 
 

The Word of the Lord   
Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 



 

Alleluia Verse  
  

   

The Holy Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                             Luke 2:8-20  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,  
 

which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they 
made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



 

Sermon 

 
Hymn                        Hark, the Herald Angels Sing                      ELW#270 

 

 



 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



 

Prayers of the People 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, 
and all people. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

The church sings a new song for you, O God. By the water of rebirth, you claim us 
as your own. Renew all the baptized by your Spirit of grace and truth, and 
embolden us to announce your salvation to all. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
The heavens and the earth are the work of your hands. By your Word, all things 
have come into being. Protect coastlands and waters. Awaken in us a heightened 
care for habitats threatened by rising sea levels. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Beautiful are the feet of your messengers who announce peace. Sustain the work 
of diplomats, relief agencies, and all who strive for peace in places of conflict and 
violence. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
You guard the lives of your faithful ones and rescue them in times of distress. 
Heed the cries of all who are afraid. Comfort the grieving and despairing, the 
lonely and forgotten, and those who are ill. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Voices and instruments ring out with melodies of praise to you. Bless the music 
ministries of this congregation and all who lead us in making a joyful noise in 
worship. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We give you thanks for our ancestors in faith. As their lives bear witness to your 
light and love, inspire us to testify to the hope we share in you. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

  



 

The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
And also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

Please be seated. 

Offering  
Financial offerings are received in the plates. Please stand as the gifts come forward.  
 

 

This QR code links  
to our PayPal account   

and may be used to 
make a one-time gift.  

 
 

 

 

Musical Offering                                                               

 

Please Stand 
 

 

  



 

Prayer of Dedication               
God of heaven and earth, 
from the beginning, you have called forth life, 
in which you take delight. 
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. 
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty, 
that we may join the chorus of creation 
to tell of your salvation from day to day. 
Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

 

 



 
Great Spirit, our Creator, from the depths of our hearts we give you thanks. From 
the place of the rising sun in the east to the south where the warm winds blow, 
from the west where the soft rain comes to the coldness of the north, we thank 
you, now and forever.  
 

We unite with all creation to join in the everlasting thanksgiving and praise for the 
gift of your son, Jesus Christ. With hearts lifted to you, we join with the angels, the 
guardian spirits, the saints, and all our ancestors. 
 

Creator God, you have called us to honor the presence of your Son in this holy 
feast we share. We are honored by your invitation, and we bring the gift of 
ourselves to you in joy.  
 

Blessed are you, Lord in heaven and earth, for in mercy for our broken world you 
gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, that all those who believe in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for the salvation you have 
prepared for us. Accept our praises, Creator God, for Jesus Christ: the one perfect 
offering for the world.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your people, gather into one all who share this 
bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we 
may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory 
and honor are yours, Almighty Creator, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church 
both now and forever.  
Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
                forever and ever. Amen 
 



 

Please Sit 

The Distribution 
Behold, God is making all things new. 
Take your place in the new creation. 
 

All the baptized are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those not 

receiving may come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in prayer.  
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen 

 

Post-Communion Sentence      
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.   

Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer    
Merciful God, 
we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 
Strengthened by this goodness, 
send us forth to announce your peace, 
comfort the afflicted, 
and share the good news of great joy. 
Amen. 

 

WE ARE SENT 

Blessing   
The God of love, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

lavish you with grace, 
illumine your path, 
and increase your joy, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

Hymn                                     Joy to the World                            ELW#267 

 
 

Charge 
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude  
                                            

                 Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the World  

  



 

 

 
 

 Worship Service Today 
Greeters/Ushers ……..……..………………….…...…TBD 
Lector………………..……..…………..…??????? 
Worship Assistant………...Deacon LeeAnn McCarthy        
Hospitality 
…………………………………??????????? 
Altar Guild………………………………………..?????        
Offering Teller …………………………………...??????? 

 

 

 

No 

Flower 

Donations  

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Wishing All Our Church Family & Friends a Merry Christmas. 

Please join us for our First Sunday after Christmas Service this Sunday at 10:00am. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monday: Numbers 16:1-19; Isaiah 11:1-9; Hebrews 13:7-17. 

Tuesday: Numbers 16:20-35; Isaiah 11:1-9; Acts 28:23-31. 

Wednesday: Micah 4:8-13; Isaiah 11:1-9; Luke 7:31-35. 

Thursday: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 10:10-18; Psalm 80:1-7. 

Friday: Hebrews 10:32-39; Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 42:10-18. 

Saturday: Isaiah 66:7-11; Psalm 80:1-7; Luke 13:31-35. 
 

First Christmas – December 29:  

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17;  
Luke 2:41-52. 
 

 

  C 
  

PRAYER LIST 
 

John Nurmi 
Arlita Hoyt 
Christine Olszanski 
Kolbe Olszanski 
Deanna Platt 
Bob Riekert 

Catherine Biel 
Jim Murtha 
Jim Befanis 

  
 

  
 

SERVING IN ARMED FORCES 
 

Michael Gabrielsen 
Jack O’Brien 
John Picucci 
 

 

Other Concerns of Our Community 
 

Bishop Paul Egensteiner and his staff. 
For those who would dare to bring peace. 
For the President and his administration. 
Communities of Faith in & around  
    Croton. 
For refugees suffering in camps around  
    the world. 
For food to feed all those who hunger. 

           
 
   

 

         Those With Special Needs & Concerns 

 



 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with the 

challenges of life?  Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and example 

have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions. Jesus’ life was 

given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word through him waits to 

be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good! 

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear Good 

News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities, 

political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions. We invite 

you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any member for further details. 

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a schedule 

of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back cover. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed all 

without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a church member. 

Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

      
 

 

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church 
                                                           Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor 

Phill Greenland, Music Minister 
Lee Ann McCarthy, Deacon 

 
Sunday Worship Service                                          10:00 am 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am – 12:00 noon;  
             Wed & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor Not Scheduled.  
 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
             Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632       Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601 

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org 
Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006. 

 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 
 

ONELICENCE number: 731276-A    

                   Our Saviour       Your Saviour     Our Saviour 
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