*‘f@% Our Saviour Lutheran Church

56 Cleveland Drive Croton-on-Hudson New York 10520
E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org Telephone: (914) 271-4632

February 22,2026

First Sunday in Lent

Order of Worship

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in
bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).

We Gather
Centering Music
Ringing of The Morningstar
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt

and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,
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and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.



Opening Hymn- ELW# 504 A Mighty Fortress
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Greeting
Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen
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P = — ——
3
i — g o1,
Ky-mm - e e - le - i-som Lord, have mer - cy.
lord, . . . . have mer - Cy:
n ] |
pann i - - ! i
® - — e
v N et
Chri - ste e - le - 1-son: Christ, have mer - cy.
Christ, have  mer - ¢y
e ——— i :
e ——a— :
J ' Mg O
Ky -nn - e e - le - 1-son: Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you
tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and
when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
The Lorp God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and
keep it. And the Lorp God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of
every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the
Lorp God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat
from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat
of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you



shall die.” ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, for God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food
and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took off its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband,
who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm Psalm 32
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,and whose sin is put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the Lorp imputes no guilt,

and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,

because of my groaning all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lorp.” Then you forgave me
the guilt of my sin.
6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble;

when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;

I will guide you with my eye.
9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;

who must be fitted with a bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lorp.
11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lorb;

shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin,
and so death spread to all because all have sinned for sin was indeed in the world
before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam,
who is a pattern of the one who was to come.



But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace
of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the gift is not like the
effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. If,
because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as through the
one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1-11
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. The
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these
stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of
the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down,
for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.””

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, and he said to him, “All these I will
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him,
“Away with you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

>



and serve only him.””

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn- ELW # 708 Jesu, Jesu
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neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and you.
this is the way we will live with  you.
Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.




He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the People
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to
resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience
threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of
reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of
violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace.
Grant courage to those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and
systemic oppression. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give
peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or
isolated. (Especially we pray for . ..) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger
for bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak
your life-giving word. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding
grace, and for those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Please be seated.

Offering

Financial offerings are received. Please stand as the gifts are brought forward.

This QR code links
to our PayPal
account and may
be used to make a
one-time gift.

Musical Offering
Please Stand
Offertory Canticle
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Prayer of Dedication
O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth

and bring forth its bounty.



Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of all, mighty and merciful,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We thank you and praise you

for you have satisfied the hunger of your people in every age:
from the beginning you drew up food from the earth

and humankind from the soil,

filling our nostrils full of your Breath.

You ate the fatted calf with Abraham and Sarah,

and answered their deep longing for a child;

you sustained your chosen people with manna

as you led them toward the promised land;

you sent prophets to answer the cry for bread and for justice;
and in the fullness of time,

you sent your own Son, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven,;

Who, in the night in which he was handed over,
took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory



to share with us the great and promised feast.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

And stir in us a hunger for justice and thirst for compassion.
Open wide your hand

and satisfy our deep desire—

feed us with the Bread that is you.

All honor and glory to you, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Agnus Dei
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
The Distribution

There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

All are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those not receiving may come forward for a blessing or
remain in the pews in prayer.



The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen

Post-Communion Sentence

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

We are Sent
Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.



Hymn- ELW 624- Jesus Still Lead On
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2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
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guide us by  your hand to  the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past the foe to our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.
till  we safe - ly stand in the prom - ised land.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the world.



Thank You to Those Serving Today

Lector No flowers
Hospitality Thrivent during Lent
Altar Guild Decan LeeAnn McCarthy
Offering Teller Dianne

Announcements

Weekly Devotional Readings and Next Sunday’s Readings

Monday: Psalm 32; 1 Kings 19:1-8; Hebrews 2:10-18;
Tuesday: Psalm 32; Genesis 4:1-16; Hebrews 4:14-5:10;
Wednesday: Psalm 121; Isaiah 51:1-3; 2 Timothy 1:3-7;
Thursday: Psalm 121; Isaiah 51:1-3; 2 Timothy 1:3-7;
Friday:Psalm 121; Micah 7:18-20; Romans 3:21-31;
Saturday: Psalm 121; Isaiah 51:4-8; Luke 7:1-10;

Second Sunday in Lent- March 1:
Genesis 12:1-4a Psalm 121 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 John 3:1-17

Prayer List Serving in Other Concerns of Our
John Nurmi Armed Forces Community
Arlita Hoyt Michael Gabrielsen Bishop Katrina Foster and her staff.
Christine Olszanski  Jack O’Brien For those who would dare to bring peace.
Kolbe Olszanski For the President and his administration.
Deanna Platt Communities of Faith in & around Croton.
Bob Riekert For refugees suffering in camps around
Jim Murtha the world.
Jim Befanis For food to feed all those who hunger.

John Picucci
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Welcome to Our Saviour

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with
the challenges of life? Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and
example have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling
questions. Jesus’ life was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and
God’s Word through him waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good!

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear
Good News and find a warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races,
ethnicities, political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or
expressions. We invite you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any
member for further details.

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a
schedule of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the
back cover.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed
all without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a
church member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
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Welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor
Phill Greenland, Music Director
Lee Ann McCarthy, Deacon

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:30 am — 11:30
Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Fri: Pastor is off

Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632  Pastor’s Phone: 914-863-1601
http://www.oursaviourcroton.org

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.

ONE LICENCE number: 731276-A
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