Our Saviour Lutheran Church

56 Cleveland Drive Croton-on-Hudson New York 10520
E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org Telephone: (914) 271-4632

May 3, 2026

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Order of Worship

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in
bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).

We Gather
Centering Music
Ringing of The Morningstar
Prelude
Thanksgiving for Baptism
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.)

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
(Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.)

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries In pain;
Com - mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has trod;

Amen.

Opening Hymn - ELW #669 Rise Up, O Saints of God
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi - tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis- mal grace, the = word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
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Greeting

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen



Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 5° “Look,” he said, “I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 5 But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.

58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. > While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” °° Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

'In you, O Lorp, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
*Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my
stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
5Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lorp, God of truth.
> My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who
persecute me.
16 Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation—?if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and °like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. ® For it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,



and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7'This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

° But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nati

on, God’s own

people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out

of darkness into his marvelous light.
> Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:1-14

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. > In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so



that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place
where I am going.” * Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? '° Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells
in me does his works. * Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. ** Very truly,
I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 31 will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 4 If
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn - ELW #763 My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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1 My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu- mult and the strife, I hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3 What though my joys and com-fortsdie? ThelLord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can I keep from sing-ing?
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All  things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from sing-ing?
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Prayers of the People

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples
may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your
steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains
and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and
climate disaster. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to
be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge
and assistance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve,
provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill
caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and
to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those
unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that
we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed
who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Please be seated.

The Peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Offering

Financial offerings are received. Please stand as the gifts are brought forward.

This QR code links
to our PayPal
account and may
be used to make a
one-time gift.

Musical Offering
Please Stand
Offertory Canticle
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Prayer of Dedication

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.



Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, O God,
brimming with your extravagant love.

In the beginning you created,

not because you needed to

but because it delighted you:

you made the textures of feathers and fur,
the fragrance of pine and saltwater,
glinting minerals and sparkling stars,
humankind in gorgeous diversity.

You became like us in Jesus Christ,

whose life magnified the abundance of your grace

and the lavishness of your love.

He saw the richness of a widow’s pennies

and the surpassing fineness of a lily’s petals
and the towering greatness of a mustard seed
and fed thousands with five loaves and two fish.

On the night of his arrest,

he gathered his friends for a simple meal
and set a feast of love.

He took bread, gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we remember: the command to love as he has loved.

We remember: the life of God poured out for us like wine.

We remember: the resurrection that shattered the power of death.
We remember: Christ’s ascension into heaven and promise to come
again.

Let this bread and cup magnify your prodigal love,
mirroring the heavenly feast that has no end.
Bring us at last to the infinite table

where you have gathered all your holy ones

in the new creation where every tear is wiped away,
and every need has been met in you.

All honor and glory is yours, O God,

who is both Giver and Gift,

with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy church,

now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen



Agnus Dei
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
The Distribution

There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

All are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those not receiving may
come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in prayer.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

Post-Communion Sentence

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



Blessing

We are Sent

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Hymn - ELW #645 Christis Made the Sure Foundation
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the world.



Thank You to Those Serving Today

Flowers are given
Lector g

Hospitality by Icrllgli and Al
Altar Guild Jamie Polcari | Ajtar Flowers oibran
Offering Teller

Announcements

Weekly Devotional Readings and Next Sunday’s Readings

Monday, May 04, 2026: Psalm 102:1-17; Exodus 13:17-22; Acts 7:17-40;
Tuesday, May 05, 2026: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:5-12; Acts 7:44-56;
Wednesday, May 06, 2026: Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:13-18; John 8:31-38;
Thursday, May 07, 2026: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 6:5-22; Acts 27:1-12;
Friday, May 08, 2026: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 7:1-24; Acts 27:13-38;
Saturday, May 09, 2026: Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis 8:13-19; John 14:27-29

Sixth Sunday of Easter May 10: Acts 17:22-31, Psalm 66:8-20, 1 Peter
3:13-22, John 14:15-21

Prayer List Serving in Other Concerns of Our
John Nurmi Armed Forces Community
Arlita Hoyt Michael Gabrielsen Bishop Katrina Foster and her staff.
Christine Olszanski  Jack O’Brien For those who would dare to bring peace.
Kolbe Olszanski For the President and his administration.
Deanna Platt Communities of Faith in & around Croton.
Bob Riekert For refugees suffering in camps around
Jim Murtha the world.
Jim Befanis For food to feed all those who hunger.

John Picucci



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20102:1-17;%20Exodus%2013:17-22;%20Acts%207:17-40;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20102:1-17;%20Proverbs%203:5-12;%20Acts%207:44-56;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20102:1-17;%20Proverbs%203:13-18;%20John%208:31-38;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2066:8-20;%20Genesis%206:5-22;%20Acts%2027:1-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2066:8-20;%20Genesis%207:1-24;%20Acts%2027:13-38;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2066:8-20;%20Genesis%208:13-19;%20John%2014:27-29;
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-10/2719#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-10/2719#

Welcome to Our Saviour

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with
the challenges of life? Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and
example have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling
questions. Jesus’ life was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and
God’s Word through him waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good!

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear
Good News and find a warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races,
ethnicities, political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or
expressions. We invite you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any
member for further details.

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a
schedule of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the
back cover.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed

all without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a
church member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Vﬁ God's work. Our hands.

Welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor
Phill Greenland, Music Director
Lee Ann McCarthy, Deacon

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:30 - 11:30 am
Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Fri: Pastor is off

Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632  Pastor’s Phone: 914-863-1601

http://www.oursaviourcroton.or

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.

ONE LICENCE number: 731276-A
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