Our Saviour Lutheran Church

56 Cleveland Drive Croton-on-Hudson New York 10520
E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org Telephone: (914) 271-4632

August 16, 2026

12th Sunday after Pentecost

Order of Worship

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in
bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).

We Gather
Centering Music
Ringing of The Morningstar
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
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Opening Hymn- ELW # 641 All Are Welcome
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all  can safe - ly
2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and
3 Let us build a house where love 1s found in wa - ter, wine and
4 Let us build a house where hands will rcach be - yond the wood and
5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
true, where  all God’s chil - dren  dare to seek 1o
wheat:  a ban - quet hall on ho - ly ground where
stone to heal and strength - en, serve and teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
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hearts learn to for - give. Built of  hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign  a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jJus - tice meet. Here the  love of  God, through
live the Word they've known. Here the out - cast and  the
words with - 1In the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - sions, rock of fath and vault of grace; here the love of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God's grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 18 re - vealed n time and space; as we share 1In
strang -er bear the im - age of God's face; let us bring an
laugh-ter,  prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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Christ shall  end d - vi - sions:
claim the  faith of Je - sus:
Christ  the feast that frees us: All arec wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger
claim from floor o ral - ten
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in this place.



Greeting

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen
Gloria
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I Glo-ry be 10 God in heav-en; peace, good-will 1o all  the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
i Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord  a - lone, io vou we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - jor, you have come from heav’n a - bove;
Ho - Iy One in faith we name you, God most high, vet near o all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross wou died to  save us; now vyoureign at  God's right hand.
Je - sus Christ, with God the Spir - it, im  the Fa-ther's splen -dor bright.
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Saints and  an - gels bow be - fore you; here on  earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us: in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
Prayer of the Day

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

'Thus says the Lorp:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,

for soon my salvation will come
and my deliverance be revealed.

® And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lorb,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lorbp,



and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—
7these I will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
8 Thus says the Lord Gob,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 67

' May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
2 Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on
earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God,;
let all the peoples praise you.
®The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
7May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

' T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite,
a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. > God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture says
of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?



29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 3° Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience,
3150 also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to
you, they also may now receive mercy. 3> For God has imprisoned all in
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Alleluia Verse
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in  us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia!

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 15:10-28

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:* it
is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of
the mouth that defiles.” ** Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you
know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” *> He
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.
4 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person
guides another, both will fall into a pit.” *> But Peter said to him, “Explain this
parable to us.” ** Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? *” Do
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out
into the sewer? ® But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and
this is what defiles. * For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. *° These are what defile a person,
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”

2t Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. > Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send



her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” >* He answered, “I was sent only to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” *> But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 2 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” ?” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.” 2® Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that

moment.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn - ELW # 588 There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;

3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
0] — 1 e
o = iF
(0le= = E
J & I <

there’s a kind-ness in God’s jus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is  heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that wup-per home of bliss.

and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.




Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be
united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a
witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up
wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction.
Safeguard endangered species and their habitats (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the
outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of
countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find
comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any
kind (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all
may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community
together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Other intercessions may be offered.

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues
to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are
irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

We share the peace.
Offering

Financial offerings are received. Please stand as the gifts are brought forward.

This QR code links
to our PayPal
account and may be
used to make a
one-time gift.

Musical Offering

Prayer of Dedication

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, O God,
brimming with your extravagant love.

In the beginning you created,

not because you needed to

but because it delighted you:



you made the textures of feathers and fur,
the fragrance of pine and saltwater,
glinting minerals and sparkling stars,
humankind in gorgeous diversity.

You became like us in Jesus Christ,
whose life magnified the abundance of your grace
and the lavishness of your love.

He saw the richness of a widow’s pennies

and the surpassing fineness of a lily’s petals
and the towering greatness of a mustard seed
and fed thousands with five loaves and two fish.

On the night of his arrest,

he gathered his friends for a simple meal
and set a feast of love.

He took bread, gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;

this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup

is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we remember: the command to love as he has loved.

We remember: the life of God poured out for us like wine.

We remember: the resurrection that shattered the power of death.

We remember: Christ’s ascension into heaven and promise to come again.

Let this bread and cup magnify your prodigal love,
mirroring the heavenly feast that has no end.

Bring us at last to the infinite table

where you have gathered all your holy ones

in the new creation where every tear is wiped away,
and every need has been met in you.

All honor and glory is yours, O God,

who is both Giver and Gift,

with the Holy Spirit,



in your holy church,
now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Agnus Dei
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

The Distribution
There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

All are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those not receiving may
come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in prayer.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

Post-Communion Sentence

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and



keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

We are Sent
Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

Hymn- ELW # 759- My Faith Looks Up to Thee (next page)

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the world.



i

Ll ! | N I \
hos [ D I ] N
(" : ' ! : i
S g :—3 ¢ 35—
1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while I pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe SOr-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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Thank You to Those Serving Today

Lector Benjamin Hegel No flower
Hospitality Deacon Lee Ann McCarthy dedlcatlol? this
Altar Guild Deacon Lee Ann McCarthy wee
Offering Teller Karen Magerlein

Announcements

The Metro NY Synod is hosting a Lutheran Revival Service for families on August 20th at St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Yorktown, NY.

Beginning Monday, Pastor Johnson is on vacation for the week.

Weekly Devotional Readings and Next Sunday’s Readings

Monday, August 17, 2026: Psalm 87; 2 Kings 5:1-14; Acts 15:1-21

Tuesday, August 18, 2026: Psalm 87; Isaiah 43:8-13; Romans 11:13-29
Wednesday, August 19, 2026: Psalm 87; Isaiah 66:18-23; Matthew 8:1-13
Thursday, August 20, 2026: Psalm 138; Ezekiel 28:11-19; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
Friday, August 21, 2026: Psalm 138; Ezekiel 31:15-18; 2 Corinthians 10:12-18
Saturday, August 22, 2026: Psalm 138; Ezekiel 36:33-38; Matthew 16:5-12

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost August 23: Isaiah 51:1-6, Psalm 138, Romans
12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20

Prayer List Serving in Other Concerns of Our
John Nurmi Armed Forces Community
Arlita Hoyt Michael Gabrielsen Bishop Katrina Foster and her staff.
Christine Olszanski  Jack O’Brien For those who would dare to bring peace.
Kolbe Olszanski For the President and his administration.
Deanna Platt Communities of Faith in & around Croton.
Bob Riekert For refugees suffering in camps around
Jim Murtha the world.
Jim Befanis For food to feed all those who hunger.
John Picucci
Phill Greenland

Karen Moy



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20130;%20Genesis%2043:1-34;%20Acts%2015:1-21;%20Psalm%2087;%202%20Kings%205:1-14;%20Acts%2015:1-21;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20130;%20Genesis%2044:1-34;%20Romans%2011:13-29;%20Psalm%2087;%20Isaiah%2043:8-13;%20Romans%2011:13-29;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20130;%20Genesis%2045:16-28;%20Matthew%208:1-13;%20Psalm%2087;%20Isaiah%2066:18-23;%20Matthew%208:1-13;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20124;%20Genesis%2049:1-33;%201%20Corinthians%206:1-11;%20Psalm%20138;%20Ezekiel%2028:11-19;%201%20Corinthians%206:1-11;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20124;%20Genesis%2049:29-50:14;%202%20Corinthians%2010:12-18;%20Psalm%20138;%20Ezekiel%2031:15-18;%202%20Corinthians%2010:12-18;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20124;%20Genesis%2050:15-26;%20Matthew%2016:5-12;%20Psalm%20138;%20Ezekiel%2036:33-38;%20Matthew%2016:5-12;
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-8-23/2736#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-8-23/2736#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-8-23/2736#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-8-23/2736#

Welcome to Our Saviour

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with
the challenges of life? Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and
example have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling
questions. Jesus’ life was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and
God’s Word through him waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good!

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear
Good News and find a warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races,
ethnicities, political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or
expressions. We invite you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any
member for further details.

The Order of Worship is set out in this bulletin. You will also find a schedule of
devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back cover.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed
all without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a
church member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Vﬁ God's work. Our hands.

Welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor
Phill Greenland, Music Director
Kyle Althof , Musician
Lee Ann McCarthy, Deacon

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:30 - 11:30 am
Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Fri: Pastor is off

Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632  Pastor’s Phone: 914-863-1601
http://www.oursaviourcroton.org

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.

ONE LICENCE number: 731276-A
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