
 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

56 Cleveland Drive    Croton-on-Hudson    New York 10520 

E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org         Telephone: (914) 271-4632 

September 6, 2026 

Creation in Christ 

Order of Worship 

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in 

bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). 

We Gather 

Centering Music 

Ringing of The Morningstar 

Prelude  

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our hope, our heart, our home.  

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end, 

we confess that we participate in systems 

that perpetuate oppression and injustice. 

We are often numb to the pain of the world around us, 

resistant to change that costs us something, 

and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

We sin against your good creation, 

failing to be faithful stewards 

of the land, the sea, and all their creatures. 

Make your home among us once more, O God, 

naming us beloved and opening our hearts 

to do your will. Amen. 
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All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: 

God knows you, 

forgives you by the self-giving of + Jesus Christ, 

and frees you to love the world as you have been loved. 

Creation’s story will not end 

until mourning, crying, and pain are no more. 

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure. 

Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn - ELW #731​  Earth and All Stars 

 

 



 

Greeting 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

Gloria 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 

in Christ you created the worlds, and your Spirit breathes life into the 

universe. We praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all 

your handiwork with your infinite light, and direct our lives to the 

care of this good earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Word​ 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:3 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete 

chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 

over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 

 



 

light. And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the 

darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 

the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters 

that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was 

so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 

and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the 

waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit 

trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The 

earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of 

every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 

the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and 

let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was 

so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 

light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give 

light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the 

light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea 

monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 

waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 

and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God 

made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and 

everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping 

thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 



 

So God created humans in his image,​
    in the image of God he created them;​
    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and 

every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast 

of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, 

everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” 

And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On the 

sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 

day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and 

hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation.
 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 

Psalm 148:1-14 

1 
Praise the LORD!​

    Praise the LORD from the heavens;​
    praise him in the heights!​
2 

Praise him, all his angels;​
    praise him, all his host! 

3 
Praise him, sun and moon;​

    praise him, all you shining stars!​
4 

Praise him, you highest heavens​
    and you waters above the heavens! 

5 
Let them praise the name of the LORD,​

    for he commanded and they were created.​
6 

He established them forever and ever;​
    he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

7 
Praise the LORD from the earth,​

    you sea monsters and all deeps,​
8 

fire and hail, snow and frost,​
    stormy wind fulfilling his command. 

 



 
9 

Mountains and all hills,​
    fruit trees and all cedars!​
10 

Wild animals and all cattle,​
    creeping things and flying birds! 

11 
Kings of the earth and all peoples,​

    princes and all rulers of the earth!​
12 

Young men and women alike,​
    old and young together! 

13 
Let them praise the name of the LORD,​

    for his name alone is exalted;​
    his glory is above earth and heaven.​
14 

He has raised up a horn for his people,​
    praise for all his faithful,​
    for the people of Israel who are close to him.​
Praise the LORD! 

 

Second Reading: Acts 17: 22-28a 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 

extremely spiritual you are in every way. For as I went through the city and 

looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with 

the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, 

this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who 

is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 

to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all 

peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 

and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search 

for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not 

far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alleluia Verse  

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.​
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overtake it. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

 
Hymn - ELW #733 ​ ​ Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 



 

 

 
 



 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator, praying for the 

earth and for all in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: 

that churches around the globe collaborate in care for the earth, 

and that all the baptized nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation. 

Hear us, O God, source of life and ground of our being: 

Your mercy is great. 

 

For the earth we pray: 

that this bounteous creation receive continued divine blessing, 

that the air be wholesome, that the waters be plenteous and clean, 

that the land be treasured, and that animals be protected. 

Grant that what on earth has been despoiled will be healed. 

Hear us, O God, our creator and fruitful garden: 

Your mercy is great. 

 

For the nations we pray: 

that farmers, herders, foragers, fishers, and grocers provide the food humans 

need, that legislators strive in all things for the common good, 

and that science and technology lead us toward more responsible ways to live. 

Hear us, O God, our stronghold and sun of justice: 

Your mercy is great. 

 

For our country we pray: 

that national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges be safeguarded, 

that all natural resources benefit the whole population, 

and that our children learn respect for nature. 

Hear us, O God, our guardian and rainbow of promise: 

Your mercy is great. 

 

For those in need we pray: 

that humankind be sheltered from pandemic and from extreme weather, 

and that all who are sick or suffering receive medical attention and communal 

support. Give heed to those whose names we call out to you (especially). 

Hear us, O God, our healer and heart of the universe: 

Your mercy is great. 

 



 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We praise you for all believers who have lived and died in communion with the 

earth. Grant that in your good time we join with all your creatures in your 

presence forever. Hear us, O God, the beginning and the end: 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and your 

whole creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

We share the peace.  

Offering  

Financial offerings are received. Please stand as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

This QR code links ​
to our PayPal 

account and may be 

used to make a 

one-time gift. 

 

Musical Offering 

Prayer of Dedication 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through your eternal Word, 

the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things: 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

You laid the foundations of the world 

and enclosed the sea when it burst out of the womb. 

You brought forth all creatures of the earth 

and gave breath to humankind. 

 

O God triune, how majestic 

is your name in all the earth. 

Over the eons your merciful might 

evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 

Here by your wisdom 

are both life and death, 

growth and decay, 

the nest and the hunt, 

sunshine and storm, 

darkness and light. 

Sustained by these wonders, 

we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 

In Christ you bring life from death; 

we remember his cross, 

we laud his resurrection. 

Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 

Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 

Receiving this mystery, 

we mortals sing our song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 

so filled with your love for this earth. 

 



 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Gathered around this table, 

we your children unite in this song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

O God triune, you create the worlds, 

you uphold the living, 

you embrace the dead. 

Send forth your Spirit 

and renew the face of the earth. 

Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 

the body and blood of Christ. 

Give us a future that trusts in you 

and cares for your earth. 

Empowered by your promises, 

we rise from our deaths 

to praise you again: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

Amen, and amen. 

Amen, and amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

       hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

       thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

​        forever and ever. Amen 

 



 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

The Distribution 

There is a place for you at the banquet. 

Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 

All are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those not receiving may 

come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in prayer.  

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

Post-Communion Sentence      

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

We are Sent 

Blessing   

Creator God bless you and keep you. 

Creating Christ shine through you with grace and mercy. 

Creative Spirit nourish you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn - ELW #759 - My Faith Looks Up to Thee (next page) 

 

Dismissal 

 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the world.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank You to Those Serving Today​  

Lector                                                              Marilyn Dreyer 

Hospitality                                Hannah and Michael Bueti  

Altar Guild                                                  Karen Magerlein    

Offering Teller                                           Karen Magerlein​  
 

No flower 

dedication   

 

Announcements 

 

There is a local 9-11, 25th anniversary recognition in Croton at 4PM on the waterfront. There 

is also a Synodical worship service on Long Island at 7PM at Good Shepherd, Plainview. 

 

The packing of the quilts and kits will take place on Sept. 8 from  9am  to noon. All are 

welcome to come and help.   

 

 

Weekly Devotional Readings and Next Sunday’s Readings 

Monday, September 7: Psalm 119:65-72; Leviticus 4:27-31; 5:14-16; 1 Peter 2:11-17 

Tuesday, September 8: Psalm 119:65-72; Deuteronomy 17:2-13; Romans 13:1-7 

Wednesday, September 9: Psalm 119:65-72; Leviticus 16:1-5, 20-28; Matthew 21:18-22 

Thursday, September 10: Psalm 103:8-13; Genesis 37:12-36; 1 John 3:11-16 

Friday, September 11: Psalm 103:8-13; Genesis 41:53-42:17; Acts 7:9-16; 

Saturday, September 12: Psalm 103:8-13; Genesis 45:1-20; Matthew 6:7-15 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sept. 13: Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13, 

Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35 

 
 

 

Prayer List 

John Nurmi 

Arlita Hoyt 

Christine Olszanski 

Kolbe Olszanski 

Deanna Platt 

Bob Riekert 

Jim Murtha​
Jim Befanis 

John Picucci 

Phill Greenland 

Karen Moy 

Serving in 

Armed Forces 

Michael Gabrielsen 

Jack O’Brien 

Other Concerns of Our 

Community 

Bishop Katrina Foster and her staff. 

For those who would dare to bring peace. 

For the President and his administration. 

Communities of Faith in & around Croton. 

For refugees suffering in camps around​
the world. 

For food to feed all those who hunger. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Exodus%2012:14-28;%201%20Peter%202:11-17;%20Psalm%20119:65-72;%20Leviticus%204:27-31;%205:14-16;%201%20Peter%202:11-17;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Exodus%2012:29-42;%20Romans%2013:1-7;%20Psalm%20119:65-72;%20Deuteronomy%2017:2-13;%20Romans%2013:1-7;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20121;%20Exodus%2013:1-10;%20Matthew%2021:18-22;%20Psalm%20119:65-72;%20Leviticus%2016:1-5,%2020-28;%20Matthew%2021:18-22;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20114;%20Exodus%2013:17-22;%201%20John%203:11-16;%20Psalm%20103:8-13;%20Genesis%2037:12-36;%201%20John%203:11-16;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20114;%20Exodus%2014:1-18;%20Acts%207:9-16;%20Psalm%20103:8-13;%20Genesis%2041:53-42:17;%20Acts%207:9-16;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20114;%20Exodus%2015:19-21;%20Matthew%206:7-15;%20Psalm%20103:8-13;%20Genesis%2045:1-20;%20Matthew%206:7-15;
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-13/2739#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-13/2739#


 

Welcome to Our Saviour 

 
Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with 

the challenges of life?  Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and 

example have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling 

questions. Jesus’ life was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and 

God’s Word through him waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good! 

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear 

Good News and find a warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, 

ethnicities, political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or 

expressions. We invite you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any 

member for further details. 

The Order of Worship is set out in this bulletin. You will also find a schedule of 

devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back cover. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed 

all without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a 

church member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion. 

  

 

Welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor 

Eleanor Keil, Musician  

Lee Ann McCarthy, Deacon 

 

Sunday Worship Service    10:00 am 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:30 - 11:30 am 

Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Fri: Pastor is off 

Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632       Pastor’s Phone: 914-863-1601 

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org 

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.​
 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.​
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