
 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

56 Cleveland Drive    Croton-on-Hudson    New York 10520 

E-mail: mail@oursaviourcroton.org         Telephone: (914) 271-4632 

September 27, 2026 

18th Sunday after Pentecost ost  

Order of Worship 

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in 

bold. Hymns are taken from our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). 

We Gather 

Centering Music 

Ringing of The Morningstar 

Prelude  

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Hear this good news: 

 

mailto:mail@oursaviourcroton.org


 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn​  ELW# 526​ ​  God is Here! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Greeting 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gloria 

Prayer of the Day 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us 

your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, 

and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  

Amen. 

 



 

Liturgy of the Word​ 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 

2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge”? 
3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall 

no more be used by you in Israel. 
4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 

parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who 

shall die. 

  
25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 

my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
26 When the righteous turn 

away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 

iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 
27 Again, when the wicked turn 

away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 

they shall save their life. 
28 Because they considered and turned away from all the 

transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 
29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, 

are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

  
30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 

ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 

iniquity will be your ruin. 
31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 

have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 

Why will you die, O house of Israel? 
32 For I have no pleasure in the death of 

anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 

Psalm 25:1-9 

 1 To you, O LORD, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4 Show me your ways, O LORD, 

  and teach me your paths.  

 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- 

ness, O LORD. 

 

 



 

 8 You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9 You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way.  

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership 

in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 
2 make my joy complete: be of the 

same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3 Do nothing 

from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 

yourselves. 
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 

others. 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be grasped, 

 7 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  assuming human likeness. 

 And being found in appearance as a human, 

  8 he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every other name, 

 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 

presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear 

and trembling, 
13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 

 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alleluia Verse  

 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.​
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these 

things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 

one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 

do these things. 
25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 

us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 
26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 
27 So they answered Jesus, “We 

do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things. 

 

  
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

and work in the vineyard today.’ 
29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his 

mind and went. 
30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he 

answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you 

in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your 

minds and believe him.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn  ELW# 807​ ​  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen 

to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name 

difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 

through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to 

use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of 

humility. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts 

with your forgiveness. Help all those in need (especially). Grant us your 

salvation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to 

courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new or 

challenging places. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at 

rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

We share the peace.  

Offering  

Financial offerings are received. Please stand as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

 



 

This QR code links ​
to our PayPal 

account and may be 

used to make a 

one-time gift. 

 

Musical Offering 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through your eternal Word, 

the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things: 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

You laid the foundations of the world 

and enclosed the sea when it burst out of the womb. 

You brought forth all creatures of the earth 

and gave breath to humankind. 

 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing; 

all you create is a sign of hope for our journey. 

And so as the morning stars sing your praises, 

with the heavenly beings and all creation, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 



 

O God triune, how majestic 

is your name in all the earth. 

Over the eons your merciful might 

evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 

Here by your wisdom 

are both life and death, 

growth and decay, 

the nest and the hunt, 

sunshine and storm, 

darkness and light. 

Sustained by these wonders, 

we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 

In Christ you bring life from death; 

we remember his cross, 

we laud his resurrection. 

Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 

Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 

Receiving this mystery, 

we mortals sing our song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 

so filled with your love for this earth. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Gathered around this table, 

we your children unite in this song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

 

 



 

O God triune, you create the worlds, 

you uphold the living, 

you embrace the dead. 

Send forth your Spirit 

and renew the face of the earth. 

Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 

the body and blood of Christ. 

Give us a future that trusts in you 

and cares for your earth. 

Empowered by your promises, 

we rise from our deaths 

to praise you again: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

Amen, and amen. 

Amen, and amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

       hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

       thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

​        forever and ever. Amen 

 

The Distribution 

There is a place for you at the banquet. 

Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 

All are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those not receiving may 

come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in prayer.  

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Agnus Dei 

 
Post-Communion Sentence      

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

We are Sent 

Blessing   

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



 

 

Hymn ​  ELW # 774​ ​ What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 

 

 



 

Dismissal 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the world. 

 



 

 

Thank You to Those Serving Today​  

Lector                                                            

Hospitality                                                  LeAnn McCarthy   

Altar Guild                                                                  Sue Orts   

Offering Teller                                            Karen Magerlein   

​  

 

Flowers are given in 
memory of our 

parents  
Barney and Claire 

Magerlein, Tom and 
Jean Anderson 

By Karen and John 
Magerlein 

 

Announcements 

 

There is a Christmas Fair meeting on October 4th following the worship service. 

 

Bibles for our confirmands will be placed on the tables during coffee hours for everyone to 

write a note of congratulations and a favorite verse. Please do not bring snacks/coffee near 

the Bibles as these are gifts. 

 

Pastor Johnson will be recovering from surgery from September 25th-October 10th. He will 

respond to any messages when he returns. 

 

 

Weekly Devotional Readings and Next Sunday’s Readings 

Monday, September 21, 2026:Psalm 106:1-12; Genesis 27:1-29; Romans 16:1-16 

Tuesday, September 22, 2026: Psalm 106:1-12; Genesis 28:10-17; Romans 16:17-20 

Wednesday, September 23, 2026:Psalm 106:1-12; Isaiah 41:1-13; Matthew 18:1-5 

Thursday, September 24, 2026:Psalm 25:1-9; Ezekiel 12:17-28; James 4:11-16 

Friday, September 25, 2026:Psalm 25:1-9; Ezekiel 18:5-18; Acts 13:32-41 

Saturday, September 26, 2026: Psalm 25:1-9; Ezekiel 18:19-24; Mark 11:27-33 

 

Nineteenth  Sunday after Pentecost Oct 4: Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80:7-15, Philippians 

3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46 

 

 

Prayer List 

John Nurmi 

Arlita Hoyt 

Christine Olszanski 

Kolbe Olszanski 

Deanna Platt 

Bob Riekert 

Jim Murtha​
Jim Befanis 

John Picucci 

Phill Greenland 

Karen Moy 

Mathew Cooney 

Vincent Murray 

 

Serving in 

Armed Forces 

Michael Gabrielsen 

Jack O’Brien 

Other Concerns of Our 

Community 

Bishop Katrina Foster and her staff. 

For those who would dare to bring peace. 

For the President and his administration. 

Communities of Faith in & around Croton. 

For refugees suffering in camps around​
the world. 

For food to feed all those who hunger. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:97-104;%20Exodus%2016:31-35;%20Romans%2016:1-16;%20Psalm%20106:1-12;%20Genesis%2027:1-29;%20Romans%2016:1-16;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:97-104;%20Numbers%2011:1-9;%20Romans%2016:17-20;%20Psalm%20106:1-12;%20Genesis%2028:10-17;%20Romans%2016:17-20;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:97-104;%20Numbers%2011:18-23,%2031-32;%20Matthew%2018:1-5;%20Psalm%20106:1-12;%20Isaiah%2041:1-13;%20Matthew%2018:1-5;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:1-4,%2012-16;%20Isaiah%2048:17-21;%20James%204:11-16;%20Psalm%2025:1-9;%20Ezekiel%2012:17-28;%20James%204:11-16;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:1-4,%2012-16;%20Numbers%2020:1-13;%20Acts%2013:32-41;%20Psalm%2025:1-9;%20Ezekiel%2018:5-18;%20Acts%2013:32-41;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2078:1-4,%2012-16;%20Numbers%2027:12-14;%20Mark%2011:27-33;%20Psalm%2025:1-9;%20Ezekiel%2018:19-24;%20Mark%2011:27-33;
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-4/2742#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-10-4/2742#


 

 

 



 

Welcome to Our Saviour 

 
Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with 

the challenges of life?  Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and 

example have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling 

questions. Jesus’ life was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and 

God’s Word through him waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good! 

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear 

Good News and find a warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, 

ethnicities, political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or 

expressions. We invite you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any 

member for further details. 

The Order of Worship is set out in this bulletin. You will also find a schedule of 

devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back cover. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed 

all without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a 

church member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion. 

  

 

Welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor 

Joe DeRanieri, Musician  

Lee Ann McCarthy, Deacon 

 

Sunday Worship Service    10:00 am 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:30 - 11:30 am 

Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Fri: Pastor is off 

Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632       Pastor’s Phone: 914-863-1601 

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org 

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.​
 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.​
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